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FOREWORD:
1. The Coalition Government of Lesotho

The coalition government of Lesotho came about as a result of the 26" May 2012 National Assembly
elections, whereby the All Basotho Convention (ABC) led by Thomas Motsoahae Thabane, the Lesotho
Congress for Democracy (LCD) led by Mothejoa Metsing and the Basotho National Party (BNP) by
Thesele ‘Maseribane jointly agreed to form a coalition as according to the provisions of Section 87(2) of
Lesotho Constitution which supports their claim for governmental power.

Tensions in the running and management of the coalition government emerged when the government
was hardly two years. There was a complaint by the LCD that Thabane and his ABC were making crucial
decisions without consulting other partners. The political situation became worse when there seemed to
be an argument between the security organs in Lesotho, the police and the army over the release of
eight members of the army for the questioning by police. The questioning involved the bombings in
three Maseru families. The situation further worsened by the fact that LCD revealed their marriage to
the opposition party; the Democratic Congress (DC) with intentions to form a new coalition and oust the
Thabane led government.

However, the pressure caused by political issues in the Country, resulted in tensions in the coalition
government. This political instability ultimately forced the Prime Minister to advise the monarch His
Majesty King Letsie Ill to prorogue the parliament in a move to force coalition partners to resolve their
disparities. The prorogation of parliament has since attracted a study tour of coalition members to New
Zealand to learn about the ‘dynamics’ of a coalition government, it also invited various interventions by
the Southern African Development Community (SADC).

2. Arrangement and coverage of the publication

The articles” summaries and clippings have been collected from the following papers: Lesotho Times,
Public Eye, Sunday Express and the Informative. Information gathered from the newspapers covers the
period 2013-2014. The topic covers information on political tensions in the coalition government of
Lesotho which occurred during the rule of the coalition government.

The articles’ summaries are written in such a way that they guide the reader to the source. Particulars of
the paper are given in full including the page number of the article. Clippings are taken as they are,
denoting whether they are Comments, Cutting edge, Opinion, News, Have your say, and the like. The
table of contents is categorized into articles and clippings. Articles titles are listed with author names
stipulated clippings are without author names but described as comment, news, etc. Both articles and
clippings are compiled according to the date of issue.

3. Access to cited newspapers

Newspapers that are referred to as sources of information are located as bound newspaper volumes in
the University Archives at Thomas Mofolo Library — National University of Lesotho, Roma. Soft copies of
this publication are for sale and obtainable at the Library.
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“TOP COP ‘SENT’ ON LEAVE” by B. Zihlangu and
K. Mohloboli. (Full story: Lesotho Times,
January 30 - February 5, 2014 p.1-2.)

Deputy Commissionner of Police Keketso
Monaheng says he had been forced to go on
leave following the attacks on the homes of his
new boss, Khothatso TSooana and prominent
member of the ruling ABC (All Basotho
Convention) Liabiloe Ramoholi.

Monaheng said the fact that he was sent on
leave during the time when his experience and
talent would be required to assist
investigations, could reasonably be interpreted
to mean that he was being suspected of being
involved in planning the attacks. However,
Monaheng said he was querying the leave as he
did not apply to go on leave.

(clelalalalalaley

“SA TO ASSIST WITH PROBE ...as investigations
into bombings widen” B. Zihlangu and K.
Mohloboli. (Full story: Lesotho Times, January
30 - February 5, 2014 p.1&6.)

Lesotho Mounted Police Service (LMPS) has
solicited the help of experts from the South
African Police Service (SAPS) to unearth those
behind the attacks on the homes of the new
police commissioner Khothatso TSooana and
the ABC activist Liabiloe Ramoholi.

LMPS spokesperson, Senior Inspector Lebona
Mohloboli, said police were still inspecting the
shrapnel from the attacks to ascertain its
origins. He confirmed that SAPS experts had
been brought in “to improve our team’s
capacity”. He said their SAPS colleagues would
assist in establishing the nature of the devices
used to build the explosives.

clelelalelalalef

“ARMY DEFENDS RAID ON MAKORO” by
Boitumelo Koloi. (Full story: Sunday Express
February 23 — March 1 2014, vol.5. Issue 45,

p.2.)

The Lesotho Defence Force Public Relations
Officer, Major Ntlele Ntoi clarified in the paper
that soldiers who raided the home of the
Retired Major General Sam Makoro searched
for weapons and military uniform.

Ntoi confirmed the raid on Makoro’s residence:
“Yes, soldiers were sent to his residence to
search for weapons as well as military uniform.
We had received news that he had been
spotted at a political rally wearing our uniform”.

[glelalalalalaley

“I WILL NOT BE INTIMIDATED” by Boitumelo
Koloi. (Full story: Sunday Express February 23 —
March 1 2014, vol.5. Issue 45, p.2.)

Makoro left the army in 2011 when he had risen
up the ranks to become the LDF Deputy
Commander and is now the Maseru District
Administrator (DA). Soldiers had reportedly told
him they had come to search for weapons and
army uniforms. “They surrounded my house as
if they were attacking a terrorist. Their leader, a
second lieutenant said he was under instruction
to search for weapons and army uniforms in my
house”. Although they did not have any legal
documents to justify their search and were
infringing on my rights, | let them proceed
because | have nothing to hide” said Makoro.

Makoro said the soldiers searched his entire
house — “obviously their search turned up
nothing”. He said given his military background,
such operations would not intimidate him.
“Personally, | am not intimidated, but this raid
has traumatized my family”.

clelalalalalalel
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“MOLELEKI’'S TRIAL POSTPONED AGAIN” by
Billy Ntaote & Sentle Rathebe. (Full story:
Lesotho Times February 20 — 26 2014 p.3.)

Moleleki failed to appear in court due to illness
and the court postponed the case to May 7,
2014.

According to Acting Chief Justice Tseliso
Monaphathi the case had to be postponed
because the crown, represented by Advocate
Sipho Mdluli and Advocate Khotso Nthontho,
failed to provide any evidence disputing
Moleleki’s illness.

The prosecution criticized the medical reports
and contested that there were discrepancies
and inconsistencies regarding the treatment
dates and also wondered why the treatment
coincided with the corruption trial.

EEPEPEPEE@

“SOULO, MONYAKE TO FORM A PARTY” by
Keiso Mohloboli. (Full story: Lesotho Times
February 20 - 26 2014, p.2.)

Two ABC former ministers dumped from
cabinet last week by PM Thomas Thabane are
allegedly planning to break away and form a
political party.

The former minister in the Prime Minister’s
Office Molobeli Soulo and former Justice and
Correctional  Services Minister Mophato
Monyake were “plotting to form a splinter party
of the ABC”

Soulo denied the allegations, he said “I just
don’t have the energy for that ... | am in my old

age and no longer have the energy and time to
form a new political party”.

Monyake also disproved allegations that he was
part of underground meetings held at Soulo’s
place. “l have never been to Ntate Soulo’s
home and | do not even know where he stays ...
if only people could just leave us alone and stop
spreading malicious and misleading allegations
against us”

EPEPEPEE@

“COLONEL DISAPPEARS.. LDF LAUNCHES
MANHUNT” by Bongiwe Zihlangu and Letuka
Chafotsa. (Full Story: Lesotho Times March 6-12
2014 p.1.)

Colonel Matela Matobakele has been reported
disappeared, prompting a manhunt by the
Lesotho Defence Force (LDF). Colonel
Matobakele was president of court martial that
was trying renegade soldier, second Lieutenant
Thabang Phaila.

The Colonel was believed to have absented
himself from work without official leave; since
he had not reported for work after his sick leave
ended on February 13, 2014. The LDF was
looking for him because he breached the
provision of the Lesotho Defence Force Act
1996.

According to Lesotho Times source; Matobakele
was believed to be hiding at Makoro’s
residence.

clelalalalalalel
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“SOLDIER BACKS KAMOLI .. COMMANDER
CAN’T BE REMOVED ‘AS LONG AS I’'M ALIVE’.”
by B. Zihlangu & N. Molomo. (Full story:
Lesotho Times February 20 — 26, 2014 p.1.)

Lesotho Defence Force (LDF) Special Forces
told the
commander

Commando Captain Tefo Hashatsi,
Court Martial that
Lieutenant-General Tlali Kamoli would not be
removed through a dismissal letter “as long as

army

I’'m alive’.

Hashatsi was testifying before a military court
trying suspended Brigadier Maaparankoe

Mahao for “behaving in an unbecoming
character of an officer, contrary to section 75 of

the Lesotho Defense Force Act 4, 1996”.

Hashatsi said he told the meeting that he was
against the alleged plan to serve Lt. General
Kamoli with a letter of expulsion. He stated that
“the to the
Commander, which appeared to be instigated
by some of the soldiers in the army, cannot

issue of handing a letter

happen while | am still alive”.

(clelalalelalalel
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Public Eye

Friday February 7,014 7

Still no move on army fracas

TEBOHO KHATEBE MOLEF!

ASERU-1t is nearly a
month now since the
jolting developments

of physical confrontation and
abrupt suspension in the top
command of the army, and the
cloud of uncertainty continues
to linger over the nation.

In an interview with Public
Eye on Wednesday January 29,
Brigadier Maaparankoe Mahao,
who has been kept out of office
sinee January 15, said no action
had since been taken on his case
by the command or the defence
ministry authorities.

He indicated this was despite
his request for intervention and
the authorities undertaking they
would look into the matter.

Mahaohad earlier approached
the Defence Council in writing,
lodging a complaint against his
suspension for reprimanding
an officer junior to him, and
specifying what request he was
seekingin line with requirements
of the law.

In the same week of the
suspension, the principal
secretary in the ministry of
defence and national security,
Mr Moshoeshoe Sehloho, had
told Public Eye the processes for
convening the Defence Council

Brigadier Maaparankoe Mahao

were afoot, while at the same time

The case has since been set

Mahao had also approached the for hearing on February 17 in the

courts of law on the matter.

Maseru Magistrate Court,

The application, according
to Mahao, seeks to restrain
the Commander of Lesotho
Defence Force (LDF) Lieutenant
General Tlali Kennedy Kamoli
from instituting a court-martial
against him.

Mahao further cites Kamoliis
aninterested party in the matter,
and that at least one member of
the same court martial assembled
by Kamoli, should not be on the
panel as he had been thickly
involved in the developments
that have culminated in the
current standoff.

“It is not my contention
that I am untouchable. I am
subject to military discipline like
anyone else, and the commander
has powers to establish a court
martial on any subject except
mutiny as that (mutiny) is
assumed to be against his own
person,” said Mahao,

He contended the defence
minister was the one to

discharge that function in the
circumstances,

But in this present attrition,
Mahao is charged with
improperly rebuking a captain
that told the LDF Special Forces
he would rather die than see the
government replace Kamoli as
commander,

Kamoli had in the week of
Mahao’s suspension told Public
Eye the court martial was in
place, while Sehloho pleaded
ignorance about the same.

Mahao claims that in
accordance with the Lesotho
Defence Force Act No.4 of
1996, Section 90 (2), his
suspension ought to have been
communicated in writing to the
ministry, which step Sehloho had
said was omitted in an earlier
interview.

Efforts to contact Sehloho
yesterday were unsuccessful as
he was said to be walking into an
urgent meeting,

Page | 4
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Lesotho <. Times | January

16 - 23, 2014

fights

:y By Nat Molomo

| MASERU — Suspended Court of Appeal
President Justico Michael Ramodibed: has

| intensified his spirited battle to avoid getting

| fired from hig venerable post,
In & recont notice of appeal against a court
judgment allowing the government to purse
| his impeachment, Ramodibedi fires a broad-
side against Prime Minister Thomas Tha-
| bane whom he accuses of “interfering” with
the independence of the judiciary, By initiat-
ing a process to have him impeached, Ramod-
| ibedi also accuses Thabane of “offending”
the cardinal principle of separation of
powers between the judiciary, the legis-
lature and the executive entrenched in
the constitution of Lesotho.
Ramodibedi argues in his latest
court papers that Thabane’s bid
to advise King Letsie HI to initinte
|'n process to have him impeached
| should never have been launched
without him being heard frst
The Court of Appeal President suf-
| fored a major sethack last November

“when the High Court, sitting ns a Con:
stitutional Court, dismissed his appli-
cation contesting Thabane's bid to have
him impeached.

' This after the King on the ddvice of
Thabane, had set up a three judge tri-
bunal o' probe Ramedibedi over
allegationy of judicial miscon-

| duct, leading to his possi-
ble impeachment.

| Ramodibedi had

| sought to halt the en-

| tire process, arguing
| that his side of the
| story should have

| been heard first o
fore the procosc-of
establishing  the
tribunal to probe

{ him had - been

f started.

ymmission chairperson Mahapela Lehohia, left, during the swear-
ssieeday. High Court registrar Lasitsi Mokeke, centre, looks of as
he ceramony. |

#son Mahapeia Lebohia afler taking the oath of aliegiance with
esides him

From Page 1

) His appeal to the Court of Appeal, of which

) he is leader, is now sot to delay the tribunal's
misconduct investigation against him

In his appeal, Ramodibedi cites Thabane,

B Ramodibedi

Judge contests a

Ramodibedi fights on

on

lication

South African judges, Judge John Musi,
Judge Omtheletse Moshidi and Judge Shuled
Potterrill, hired to hear the case, dismissed
Ramodibedi’s application to interdict the en-
tire process of mvestigating his alleged mis-
conduct in a ruling delivered on November
22 2013.

The three judges ruled that Ramodibedi
was not ontitled to be heard prior to the de
cision to appoint the tribunal to investigate

m.

They insisted that the Appeal Court Presi-
dent would receive a fair hearing

in the course of the tribunal's

probe into his alleged mis-

conduct

But Ramodibedi has
begod to differ.

He is now appeal
ing against the entire
judgment of the three
imported High Court
judges, who sat az a
Constitutional  Court.

To Page 2

JUSTICE Michael
Ramodibedi

the attornoy-general and the three South Af-
rican judges who wero appointed to the tribu-
nal to probe him as rospondents.

The three tribunal judges are Justices
Zachy Yacoob, Yvanne Mokgoro and M Joffe

Ramodibedi's appeal escalates u foud that
d the Kingdom's judiciary in the
Inst several years and loft its reputation on
the brink

The quarrel has its roots in o Jong - running
battle botweon Ramodibedi and former Chiof
Justice Mahapela Lebohla over seniority on
the bench.

When Thabane took office, he reportedly
asked the two sensor judges to quit bocause
their seniarity quarrels threatened to plunge
the judiciary into disropute

Lebohla, who is now the now chairman of
tho Indepe Electoral G ton (1EC),
duly obliged and quit his post. But Ramod-

ibedi, wha also sorves as the chief justico of
Swaziland, dug in his heols, and refused to
comply with Thabane's order.

The Prime Minister then initiated the pro-
cess 10 have Ramodibedi impeached, a move
that the Court of Appenl President now ap.
poars set to fight to the very bitter ond.

Ramodibods argues that the Prime Minis.
ter's move to have him impeached s uncon.
stitutional and remains st odds with the doc-
trine of separation of powers.

Ramodibedi's lawyers, Advocates Salemane
Phatfano K€, Zwelakhe Mda KC and Sakoano
Sakoane KC, lista, several other grounds for
his appeal,

But they particularly nrgue that the failure
to affard Justice Ramodibed: o hearing before
the imtintion of the impeschment process
against him had “resulted in the failure of
Justice™.

They say the court ought to have held that
Justice Ramodibedi was entitled to be hoard
before Thabane madeo representations to the
King under section 125 (5) of the Constitu-
ton,

“nilure to do so effectively infringod on
Justice Ramodibedi's fundamental right
to procedural fairness, equality hefory
the law and equal protection of the law,
thus putting into question the entire
process of law, the lawyers argue.

They also say the court erved and
misdirected itsell in awarding costs
against Ramodibedt, thus effectively pun.
ishing him for attempting to vindicate
his constitutionsl righta to be heard,

Ramodibedi’s lawyers say the costa
arder is At odds with the court’y own &
finding that this was o mat r{ﬁ‘
thonal interest.”
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“VALIDITY OF SCOTT’S ARREST QUESTIONED”
by Billy Ntaote. (Full story: Lesotho Times,
February, 20-26 2014 p.3.)

The ritual murder suspect, Lehlohonolo Scott
has been arrested in South Africa and was
awaiting extradition to Lesotho.

Advocate Thulo Hoeane, questioned the
legitimacy of Scott’s arrest and even asked for
documentation proving Scott’s arrest.

The prosecution however informed High Court
Judge, Justice Teboho Moiloa that Scott has
since been apprehended in South Africa and the
government of Lesotho had already filed its
papers seeking his extradition.

EEPEPEE

“ANGER OVER PARLY CLOSURE” by Billy
Ntaote. (Full story: Lesotho Times March 27 —
April 2 2014, p.1.)

Parliament adjourned indefinitely. This move
was criticized by opposition legislators as a
strategy to dodge a proposed no-confidence
motion against Prime Minister Thomas
Thabane.

Opposition legislators argued that “the tradition
is for parliament to be suspended for the winter
vacation, but such an adjournment is not done
without setting a specific date to resume
sittings”. The Deputy Prime Minister Mothejoa
Metsing, who is the leader of the House,
responded that “adjourning the House sine die
is nothing new”.

“BATTLE LINES DRAWN ... MPs FIGHT BID TO
BLOCK NO-CONFIDENCE MOTION” - by Tefo
Tefo. (Full story: Lesotho Times March 27 —
April 2. 2014, p.1-2.)

Advocate Salemane Phafane filed a notice in the
High Court of Lesotho opposing an application
seeking to block a no-confidence motion in the
government. He filed this notice on behalf of
Ramathebane, Lehata and former Prime
Minister Pakalitha Mosisili.

The application seeking an order to block the
planned motion of no-confidence was filed in
the High Court by three members of Parliament
Chalane Phori, MatsSeliso Tuaoane and TSepo
Monethi.

A notice was earlier presented to the Clerk of
Parliament by the Basotho Batho Democratic
Party (BBDP) leader Jeremane Ramathebane
who spearheaded a bid to move a no-
confidence motion in the Thomas Thabane-led
government. The motion was seconded by the
Democratic Congress (DC) legislator Mootsi
Lehata.

eeeeeeeE@
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thedr Joss to the Domo:
the decidon by parties

not to contost
front Wos wise

- “eaninibalising the other (wo";
asalysts Wld tha Lesotho Times this week ,

The Fbiruazy 16 showdawn comprisiiig two
partiamentazy and 27 Joeal government by
election, saw Lo eountey's four major pare
Lins ~ the Lesotho Congress for Democracy
Mﬁ. All Basotho Convention (ABC), Baso:
tho National Party (ANP) and DC < pulling
out all the dopa to attract votes, '

However, it was the DC which romped
home to rotain the Thaba-Moeu and Thabi.
Phechela parliamentary conatituniiclis, while
nkso winning 14 of the 27 councll pots,

The LOD came second aftor witining six of
the coundil pouts, while the ABC and BNP
watn third and fourth on five and two seats,
reapectivoly,

Avcording to snalysts who apoke to the
Lesotho Trmies, tha doclalon by the conlition
partnera o contest the elections sapartely
not only ensured 0 apieit of compolition bt
lio tha stirvival of individual partios:

6 analysta said although the conlition
partniers, namely the ABC, LCD and BN,
wolld luve been o formidable fores that could
have Won (b by-eloctions, it would hav re.
sulted in ona af than "dovoiiring” the other

Wo,
Dt Motlamello Kapa, Hoad of the Departs.

ment of Politienl gnd Admindstrative Studios

A tho National University of Lasotho; sndd it finprove serviees, 1t ki 108t 106 urban: - g
yoters' ¢

the partnary fd merged to contest the by-
oloction as a ainglo antity, tha declaion mmrd
have boon “dangorous f not suleldal”,
an: sid it 10 always important (o res
momber "Busotho nevar voted for a conlition
govornmaiit but voted for individual partied”,
and talking about i merger would be bringing
a soondrio of the Allianco of Congrons Pirtlos
(hat was formed boférg the 2007 general eloc-
ton hut falled to achiove much,

“I wondor how oy {6 would bo to vote for
one party for the throe seta of suppartirs,
Tmagine a paety tolling jta mrpomn to voto
the ABC, LCD or the BNP. 1t would a very
hard dectaion to ngroo o and tantaniolnt to
solling their partios" Kapa sald.

Kapn arguen the conlition trio's prooceupa:
Hon ahould ba providing quality seryices and
ot dofonting the DO in lections,

Kunpi adds tho partios noed not compromise
domoeeatle competition nnd atd up with o
soenrio similir to mlt Wi ke Whon tho
10 Ised the NI (National [nde.

; Pﬂ‘ldl’m Pm 0 f i

- Kapa s i the conltlon Fpﬁm.hero to
contedt alitlony i o collect il ) nem:
e would safinftely ba loat to the N0 hnd
B g e BN

0 o goes for  Tha opposition;
his 1114. would takn advantago of nl:oh 1 e
1atlo,

“The conlition petion would do so It thele
priing objective was to dafoat the DC, but
tholr mandate {a (o grow thelr partios,” knpa

By-elections: Analysts
commend coalition parties

Lothoclives | Febuary 0-26 01490 6

aald,

Ho arguon In Africa, riural voters generally
voto for governing parties “but in our case,
it wes diffioult to sy who s goverament and
formar Peime Mintsfer Pnkalitha Moafallf is
Stillin the momorion of th people, hence the
e Vklorr. :

Kapa alio sald 16 would by loteresting to
compare the 26 May, 2012 parlismontary
polltatistien to: thowof the Wweekend by-
aloctiog,

“here is surely a rduction in the number
of votan the DC grrnered In the by olections
comphred to the past ganaral oloctions which

I Tndlicativn of growth of the conlition par- | s

tle," Kapa said,

K:rn ndds the by-slections were also char
fotorised by  flerce conteat botwoun the LCD
aind the DC for the rural vote, while the ARC
lko showed wigns of growth i the Hiral cons
atitoncion

He nid governmont actions aro folt tnoatly
In veban areas compared to the rural nreiy
il estral votors are trustworthy bt waened:
L1 the ABC doad not dellvet on profmises and

Katpn further said 1t wag hard to prediot
the outéomo of the 2017 gonorn) elections
basad on- (e weekend by.eloctions *as hu:
man bebaviour 6 hard to pradiet’

“If thay ware o give satvicos to tha peoply
ind go beyond what the Mostadll administra:
tion dulivarad (o Wi peoplo In the part, thi
tonlition rnrﬁu would bo atroger than they
ftro growing to be o the eyes of the olactor.
o, Kapa naid,

Beabata Moteamil of the Lasotho Cour-
afl of Non Governmental Organlantions also
daid tho conlition parties were spot.on in cons
tosting the by-elections as individual parties.

“If they had contoatud tho byselections s
ano untlted frotit, they would have defeated
the DC. But thoy wra only governing as a co
alition and rerfatn ihdividial partion”

Motaamai also polnts out the allinnce's

el

Anthier pagty”, 0

has
poversing partion although non of them won

‘tha by-olvatfon.
ByMl ml‘r)nnl 'u?ldl llthlt:‘u'gh lllu ne wonhlhe
‘Oloctionh; "It 18 evident 1t support baso
ik dwlmmd lightly whon compated to s
pst general oloetlon Viotory”,
According to Motansmal, 1t wotld bo impose
#lble for the conlition ‘mnm o conteat tho

hyseloctiona an i aligle unlt ax spreading

—

o howvr, wnld atatiatiod bidicato thefe
mm;&g m m%m%‘« ln

PAKAUITHA Mosisll

messagen in the poat loctlon period would
ok guanafite that all votors would still wish
m%rrn wﬁﬁn‘dﬁpﬂm riginal partios altor voting

party:

“Somo Would ceaso to oxint, wapectally bo-
cause yotors are not lks one's childron who
obiy ordars without anking any questions,”
Motaamal said,

Moteamal also- questioned - the ﬁnniu‘
atedtogion tn tho hyselaotios, whieh ho eald
wo'rFh Frow’,

¢ ABC nogloctad Jts atronghold, which
I urban aron, and teiod petting votes
theoligh rigorous campalgn in th yural
treas, whilo the DC was gunning for the

""hll W ot b I
"l 18 Jmportant for n party to consolidate
Ith followig in its o holx befors looking
for new conatituancies which have nlml\‘yo b
longed to other parties,” Motaamal nall;

0 howeyer, said Saturdiys by.election
ronults wore not indloative of what the future
holda for the four matn politieal parties wros-
tll:u’for power,

o havo n coalition governmant that,
of course, ahould enaur that it delivers on
promises mada o the people, and the o
stion should continue fta campalgns which
medna anything is poasfble wilg timo," Mo«
snmal anld.
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Mosisili taunts government ate

oo Thvs | Feboay 0. 5014 7

y Motsanai Mokogn

Tho N won beth the Thaba Phecheds wnd
- Mo parhumentary polls end 14 0
A 17wl grovvsest Wotors) divianne
saquriers hedl ety mveny wend terw]
by their (s, oot Time Minister Paka
it Mosiaill, whose epaech wup pepperes]

ith viekrs shognos sk w shape D |

hage” 1 *hayt pon” implywng b DC bl
cineingd) owten the ompetihon

The wordumi(h 4 the foroner povesier s |

Lnwn annimived that o tecrdved 4 phne

oty Dopety Prie Ministet and bader 15

{1t puling | st o Comgrons fiy Demeeracy
0, i Wrlaltig. enieeding dedent.
vy the fronsied couwd oo ormesdeine,
Metatngs MO0 s 4 purtner wilh Trime
et T Thidone's AN lanit s Con
et () st senfor minieser Thewels
ety Daseth) Notiong) Party (INP)
in & ooadilon gresnment
The olion groernment was eslablished
aihet he Say 9912 pall joduoed 8 husg pes
(et then endemg 10 e et st o
INig p ther wambees b come with the 0]
ate royrnd by Ahe Commtitution to fees o
peovrnment. offw ey veding Mol ot
iy o Lwethie's pevstidt
Speabing o # bt e sald s the inoomge
hotrw of (b pomlim grovrnmead, e foesser
ot oot 1 1he rwrnl bkt o (w
\elonie Toarhing Pdutstin Programme
(ITTEE by the edueation sbnasey, o (e b
it (0t thiew wrrw o Fridd b uvialo 1)
i (amyle i barghieg, 0 (dwery ond whal
11 by I uppmeteps el iy thett rod purly
gral
P UTED o s nitiutivn of the brieh
At anil O Mussstry of Eduontion to teuin
Yarkory e 0 Wil Vo coparitete schols alles
the mimdartiva af Pree Primary Eiduestion

A

14 e b f Pt U T Pty Virngeig U o, w1 wite Podaiha Vond

in 200

Mistoih plow critesmed the eonliLio groern)
st for wtteempting o i The goveen)
ol pronte pubdabed by (w0 Miniatry of
Mome Aflwiry w Replember 2010, inooneing
the prie of U bl passgent from M1 0
M

The gunwtte aloo states bt appbrants wil
o rogoiteed 00 oy eutrn DI U Uy 1o
e U DI pery pregert ad NS o
replict 4 bl jiport

Acecerting b0 the Teelibe MEF, (he conlitin
admisistration war Tnbde he Ve aSorveaid
and many sther Salhowt’, & tMtenent to
whith Uy erwnd chaetsil wrd joored wildly

"l U fieesonn years | was in gureemasen,
| worked with Miomns Mitoakae Thakam
T o™ o e Mivsherl el adding. (st
1 wmh jut 0 matte of time bediam U boey
Al 1o ol W e et

The concded by declarrng mw thet Tha
D, ahor I8 moathe s prime missint

qnlifind for The Protwe Miniuest 4068 Degrery
Prime Mosioter Metissmont and Konwe)
el 304, pvewrw guneronts porks, hile trm
tonons of telhes Indliovs have hovn
ol

Wit the coud iy stiirhes, Mol (hem
devd "o Dowo Lohhokhon”, whith when
howely trmmsdated mosor Yo o Thaban,
Iund poe mpgorieny”. rplntg g
it asgperters had bewight the “wisht
fene’” apan themae|vee
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Sunday Express Vol.5 Issue 44. Feb. 16-22. 2014. p.9.

Let’s defend our young democracy

th 'lddfdl sm“"nﬁu o-q'b
reats profile
sonnel in the public service,
tor, army and the police dese;

d i from all Y

At the same time, the selective use of
public funds to beef-up security on a few
individuals, no matter their political con-
nections, to the exclusion of the rest of
this th d citi , should be ab-
horred without rcscrva!{on.

The present coalition government came
to power through the collective efforts of
all Basotho who were disillusioned with
the Lesotho Congess for Democracy, lat-
er Democratic Congress administration
of the previous years. §

The current government is in power be-
cause of the collective effort of every well-
i ded B ho from the politi-
cal s m

peatrum. <
We collectively voted it into power be-
cause it p ised hope,

"
to our devel 1 needs,
security and above all else, service to ev-
P ho, irrespective of political af-
filiation.
That is why we d in the st

gest possible terms, the wanton attacks
on the h of high ki public of-
ficials and private citizens.
In the same vein, we cannot hide our
displ ire at the alleged threats made
't , individuals.

private scc-
rve outright
s of i

‘However, as it emerged through the
miedia that some of suspects are connect-

of these institutions.
It is no secret that as experience has

ed to very high-profile p these |
investigations should not be selective
and limited to certain individuals.

This i deserves ible and no-
ticeable increased security for all its citi-
zens,

Indeed, the authorities have wnmc:d
1 d-in

ght us in the past, involvement of re-
ligious leaders will come in handy in this

regard.

After all, we are a nation founded on
Christian values and principles. We are
a God-fearing nation. No political leader
should feel that he has a divine right to

that more such attacks are g
e future. Every Mosotho has a right to
cnjoy the benefits, freedoms and security
that go hand-in-hand with our democrat-
ic values.

Every Mosotho, even foreigners who
live in this country, deserve to move and
sleep freely without fear of some diaboli-
cal attacks by people who want to sabo-
tage our d y and freed. :

_Every individual within Lesotho's
boundaries is entitled tofq dignified lg;e.
the secu lorces get to the

“‘these da ly deeds and

bring the culprits before the Courts to
have their dues, the better.

2l dedly solve the apparent dis-
cord in the army and the police.

This should not be interpreted to im-
ply that the recent attacks involve the
army and police but rather there are

too many suspensions, court marshalls .

and changing of the top brass to warrant
suspicions of discord within their ranks.

It does not require a rocket scientist to
fathom that there are a lot of murmur-
ings of di and disag; in
these institutions. Otherwise, why the
chopping and changin,

Inp recent weeks, the main opposi-
tion Democratic Congress was protest-

ly, the th made
state official on
dren, should be

ing loudly over the rumoyred impending
di s of lead and high-ranking
executives of strategic parastatals such
I Bank of 1 ho, L h

as the C o
Authority, 1 h

ate where
e order of

tions Authority and similar institutions.
t, their protests were justi-

fied in so far as these executives were ap-

d to those positions on merit.

_stone

H .‘lheirj in omce’_!ms to be

h

such as competency, national intere';u
1t i Fior b the

< Ve no stone
Tgto’ the bottom of these
e culprits should face
b lg::ﬁn . f security
g-up O
{ 'ahouldpn_o: be selec-

- . This is because
of - P 14

phrase), rformance and their agendas
as lndlvk?:nls. which may be to sabotage
the present coalition government’s goals
and objectives.

some of them are

3 and p es of
ntent with the status quo
ere are courts of law, the Director-

Th
ate of Dispute P an
the Police Com?ldnu Authority, the Om-
budsman, liaising with the constituency.
Member of Parliament and many others,
for lodging complaints.
Above all else, arguably the most im-
portant one is the secret ballot in 2017.
Another ble th to our d -
¢y are the politicians themselves. From
the 1970’ till now, our politicians seem
hellbent on meddl in the affairs of the
police, army and all the uniformed forces. .
All these institutions are there to serve |
his lon i s litical affili

t irresp of p =%
ation. Their i \] is to
protect our d Vs gnty, terri-
tory, pi Tty and the people of Lesotho
without fear or favour. .
Yet sadly, our politicians want to med-
dle in the affairs of the disciplined forces.
In both the army and the police, there |

ppRing, lly, on the good in-
tentions of this government to disclose
and dingly advi P of the
government 50 as to defeat its policies.
ey discl fidential infor i
and strategies of this government to its
op?onenla with the outright intention of
defeating it.
Government has to tread very carefully
when dealing with such individuals,
The i b Prime Mini X

this experience first hand. He, himself,
was retained as a Principal Secretary,
under the late Chief Leabua Jonathan's
nationalist government when it was
known that he was a “le-congress”. That
is, he belonged to the i Basuto-
land Congress A

Therefore, for purposes of continuity
and fostering investor-confidence, these
high-ranking individuals should not be
dismissed across-the- .

A h would be ill-

PP

wger-happy
. advised. Government should remove the

wheat from the ¢ , as some of them

anet = ding chi feot:.r:;ishCo
and impending changes of the m-
mand and police top hierarchy.

An unstable army and police is sure
to affect every facet of Basotho's lives. It
is the of all i ility, divi
and animosity. [t scares away investors,

iy e hereby

Yimits sor

dy limited job opl;o.

ly do not deserve the high positions
they occupy.

Some of the appointments were un-
ashamedly political with no regard to
merit, performance and integrity. This
also should be balanced against the right
of these officials to work in the country of
their bir‘lh. g

some . p
mcmli\‘v’ebecauu of what they are doing or
perceived ta be doing. 2

Even more disturbing and deserving
outright d i are the r irs
of impending dismissals of high-ranking
public officials in the army, police and
pa Is — b the people con-
cerned are perceived not to belong (9 any
of the three coalition partners in govern-
ment. ‘

If these officials are incompetent, cor-
rupt or undeserving of their positions,
surely the state has endless legal re-
sources to have them removed from office
and not in the cavalier fashion they are
being treated.

£ alrea
for this impoverished nation.
We look apprehensively and with bewil-
derment as the government and opposi-
tion politicians stand idly by or actively
paru'cipale}.n sowing con ict in these the

most of our {

, a lot saul-searching, analy-
sis and self-introspection has to be un-
dertaken by government in these choppy
waters.

The nation therefore, has to give this
coalition government a chance to chart
the way forward for the betterment of this

If the security sector is ble, then
the whole country, in all spheres of life, is If
bound to be brought to a standstill.

The consequences of internal strife are
too ghastly to contemplate. These insti-
tutions need to be handled with the sen-
sitivity and caution they deserve.

ftel
‘need to put our shoulders to the wheel in
(driving this nation to a better future.
{is not only gover that is obl
Any- | to safe d d

V.
Inevitably, serious and intractable
hallenges lie ahead. We, therefore, all

It

The citizen-

& our cy,
thing overboard, will spell untold harm |1y has an equally, cril_l'cn;_ role to play in

and disaster for this nation. A
It is therefore imperative for the Prime
Mini Thi Thab his close as-

On the issue of the ks on h of
private citizens, the government is right
to enlist the expertise of detectivéy l‘r%rh'
our neighbour, South Africa, '@ ** 24

i and the , to call for
an indaba of the top brass of these two
institutions and iron out whatever differ-
ences that seemingly divide the members

L a

' and ensure its safety
ual citizens and its institutions of demo-

| cratic governance.

PO

mg“.“‘""“w o

nd pr our democracy

and that of individ-
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“COPS THREATEN JOURNALIST OVER MOLELEKI
COVERAGE” by Billy Ntaote. (Full story: Lesotho
Times March 13 - 19, 2014 p.2.)

Members of the Police Special Unit (SOU)
threatened Lesotho Times photo-journalist
Motsamai Mokotjo for taking the pictures of
lawyers who were trying to secure the release
of Democratic Congress deputy leader Monyane
Moleleki.

Mokotjo was busy taking pictures of Advocate
Phafane, Moleleki’s wife and other DC leaders
who had come to offer support. Mokotjo was
ordered to surrender his cameras and later
when the cameras were inspected, he was
instructed to delete the photos he had taken.

(clalalalalalaley

“DC LEADERS FUME AT COPS OVER MOLELEKI”
by Billy Ntaote. (Full story: Lesotho Times
March 13- 19, 2014 p.1.)

Democratic Congress (DC) officials were left
fuming after they were denied entry into the
Police Headquarters where the party’s deputy
leader was being detained.

The officials encompassing party secretary
general Ralechate ‘Mokose, Youth League
chairman Thuso Litjobo, and members of
parliament Lineo Molise-Mabusela,
Retselisitsoe Masenyese and Tjoetsane Seoka
could not believe it that the police barred them

from entering the police station.

Police would still not be moved despite the
anger of DC leaders even when Moleleki’s
lawyer, Salemane Phafane arrived with
Assistant Registrar of the High Court, Staffod
Sharite showing a court order for the release of
the former Natural Resources Minister.

[clalalalalalaley

“DC YOUTH LEADER ARRESTED” by Keiso
Mobhloboli. (Full story: Lesotho Times March 27
—April 2. 2014 p.4.)

The DC youth is reported to have been arrested
for allegedly announcing on a certain local radio
station that “the coalition government had
collapsed”.

[clalalalalalaley

“M500, 000 CAMELS BILL FOR MOSISILI” by
Billy Ntaote. (Full story: Lesotho Times March
27— April 2. 2014 p.2.)

Parliament’s Public Accounts Committee wants
the former Prime Minister Pakalitha Mosisili to
repay the M569, 315.00 which the government
spent on the maintenance of his five camels
over a period of five years.

The former Prime Minister repossessed the
camels from the Ministry of Agriculture, taking
them as a personal gift from one African head
of state.

A comparison was made that Dr. Leabua
Jonathan was presented with a bulletproof
Mercedes Benz during 1970s, he never
considered it his personal gift but a state
property since it was given to him in his
capacity as prime minister.

eeeeeeeE@

“MAHAO EXPRESSED SURPRISE AT COURT
MARTIAL” by Tefo Tefo. (Full story: Lesotho
Times March 13 - 19, 2014 p.3.)

The Lesotho Defence Force (LDF)’s Bragadier
Maaparankoe Mahao has been court-martialed
for allegedly confronting Captain Hashatsi about
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his reaction regarding the anticipated change of
leadership in the LDF. Mahao is on trial for
‘behaving in a manner unbecoming of an army
officer’.

Mahao expressed surprise in that he has served
the army and the entire country with loyalty but
it is now that he has to face the court being
accused of what he said: “I just said to the
captain that we should not be loyal to
individuals, but the state”.

eEPEPEPE@

“MAHAO TRIAL CONTINUES DESPITE
THABANE’S ORDER” by Bongiwe Zihlangu and
Tefo Tefo. (Full Story: Lesotho Times, March 6 —
122014 p.2.

A military court which was dissolved last week
following a directive from Defense Minister and
Prime Minister Thomas Thabane, was
reinstated the following week.

Thabane had reportedly dissolved the court on
the basis that it was incapable of giving
Brigadier Maaparankoe Mahao, who was
accused of misconduct, a fair trial.

Mahao confirmed the case still continued
before the military court despite Thabane’s
dissolution order. “Indeed, | was supposed to go
to the court on the 27" of February but did not
do so. One of the reasons why | did not attend
was | was aware that the Minister of Defense
(Thabane) had issued an order dissolving the
court. | happened to see the dissolution order
and also established that the same order was
served to the office of the commander
(Lieutenant General Tlali Kamoli). Nevertheless,
the court convened and only my lawyer was
present on my behalf.”

[glelalalalalale

“MOLELEKI DETAINED” by Keiso Mohloboli &
Billy Ntaote. (Full story: Lesotho Times March
13-19,2014p.1.)

The Deputy leader of the Democratic Congress
(DC) Monyane Moleleki who was arrested, was
finally released following the intervention of
Police Commissioner Khothatso TSooana.

Moleleki was escorted to his home by a police
convoy and his lawyer Advocate Salemane
Phafane.

[glelalalalalaley

“NTHANE BROTHERS UNDER FIRE”- PARLY
WANTS COMPANY TO RETURN M36 MILLION”
by Billy Ntaote. (Full story: Lesotho Times
March 27 — April 2. 2014 p.4.)

Parliament’s Public Accounts Committee (PAC)
wants the Nthane Brothers to refund
government a whopping M36 million and be
blacklisted from state construction jobs as
punishment for substandard work.

The Ministry of Public Works has ordered the
Lesotho Consolidated Civil Construction (LCCC)
to stop the road-works after accusing the
company of failing to meet conditions of the
contract.

The PAC has recommended the Ministry of
Public Works principal secretary Lebohang
Phooko to “institute recovery processes
through legal means”, and for the LCCC not to
be awarded government contracts for a certain
period as punishment for shoddy work.

EEREPEPE@
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by o

A YEAR and a half, almost two, have passed
since the coming into power of the colourful
coalition government.

Somehow, the bitter tastes in the mouths of
some politicians have mellowed.

A new page has been turned, though in a
short space of time it seems to be yellowing
with age.

Three years before the next elections, the
political landscape continuously changes co-
lour, as though the seasons are a toy owned
by & psychedelic brat.

Imagine a typical Lesotho summer where
we would have early rains at the end of

Thabane's Kaleidoscope:
Analysis

spring. Meanwhile, autumn is at its peak, |

and the leaves fall in earnest as the showers
insist on the green.

Thus, we are trapped in a stagnant time |

warp. At the helm of government, Prime Min-
ister Thomas Thabane has is a ray of hope
for some.

To others, however, the government has
become a hindrance to the political and eco-

nomic progress that was realised in the previ- |

0US regime.

Some civil servants, ministers, principal |
secrefaries, army officers and. politicians |

await their fate as the prime minister goes on
a rampage to clean the “dirty quarters”.

It is poignant, therefore, to echo the words
of writer LBBJ Machobane when he says
about Thabane that he has “fraversed the
ranks of the civil service, with a personality
that swung from genuine mirth to friends and
to utter fury against perceived enemies”,

Thabane's supposed “reign of fury” has cast
him in & grim light and as an antonym to a
democracy, according to his detractors, In a
country riddled with corruption and politi
cal maneuvers, however, Thabane has estab-

[ lished a new dialogue; that of transparency.

Even when he is accused of settling old
scores, many who may have amassed wealth
through ill-gain are now at pains to explain
the ongins of their fortune.

As Minister of Home Aflairs during former

PRIME Minster Thames Thabane

of Lesotho

st dTimes | Mach 27 Apei 29014 3

n the past government facing
serious allegations,

Added to this, a senior
judge's legitimacy 1s ques-
tioned; former ministers are
charged with fraud, and so
many other cases emerge,

I wonder if Thabane's part-
ners in the coalition govern-
ment in tandem with him on
this quest to wipe out what he
terms corrupt elements in the
echelons of government?

The Lesotho Congress for
Democracy (LCD), whichis the
second largest partner in the
coalition, and also the former

| ruling party, enteréd gingerly
In this partnership to unseat
Mosisili

One of its ministers has been
charged with corruption, and
even removed from office. In-
terestingly enough, even with
its status as the former rul-
ing party, they make no state-
ments for or against the erst-
while rulers.

Meanwhile, clear tensions
have emerged between the
army and the high office, The
Prime Minister has given in-
structions for the dispersal of a
court martial,

In the midst of this is an army

brigadier whom the court mar-

Prime Minister Pakalitha Mosisil's reign, faced such fury when he was shot dead by po-tialis questioning over irregularitiesof prac-

and a that time with the Police Service un. 1icein a raid at his homestead.
When the coalition government assumed

der his control, Thabane became the Robin
Hood of Lesotho, dealing with villains.

tice.
In his capacity as a senior member of the

power cases of alleged Qmption were taken army's command, he has apparently threat-
The notorious ‘stock thief” Makhoathi to court, with some ministers who had been ened a junior captain over an alleged ouster

politics:

_of the army commander.

The courts of law seem vulnerable to op-
pressive powers, while in the cracks of this
broken wall we see the need to save a failing
Justice system?

All these occur while an observant audi-
ence reserves its exiticisms. |

After many years trying to reform the po-
lice into a sexvice and not a force, new reports
are emerging of the harassment of journal-
ists,

The principles of free operating media are
left with a few favourites. Certain radio out-
lets that seem to promote particular political
interests are given mileage, while all others
remain constrained.

As power is being manipulated for the in.
terests of the ruling few, and scores settled
with old enemies, we the ordinary citizens are
Jeft to our opinions. The Prime Minister has
reshuffied cabinet, fired ministers, and in the
eves of some, abused and harassed his oppo-
nents,

The former Minister 0f Natural Resources |
was arrested again, this time an ailing man
who s unfit for such treatment.

It begs the question: What has happened to
our growing democracy? :

s it a fallacy in which we live? Three par-
ties are part of the coalition. The largest party
of these, that is led by the Prime Minister, is
suffering internal strife. Two ministers were
recently fired from office without explanation.

The army has continued with its court mar-
tial despite the Prime Minister's command
that it disperse.

The nation swells in this tension and the
high office dispels the concerns as what some
might call hogwash. And the place of the elec-
torate remaing with the ballot box, while they
manufacture consent,
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Lesotho Times April 3 -9 2014 p.3.

= Open letter to Prime ™=
Minister Thabane

| WISH to voice my humble opinion to
you, honourable Prime Minister, as I
have given a lot of thought to this matter
for & long time,

My issue is influenced by the positivc

and radical changes the government is

taking to instil good governance. The
strides that the government is taking re-
quire robust and credible support strue-

tures in order to facilitate a transparent

and accountable government.

The first line of support structures are |

the ministers and the parliamentarians.

My opinion is that in future, ministers |

should not be Members of Parliament,

Their appointment must be either by
the public service or be nominated ln
MPs. Secondly, all MPs should only be
confined to their duties in parliament,

This proposal is brought about by my
observation that some MP:, who are also
bolding ministerial posts, effectively as-
stime two important positions; a ministe-
il post and a parliamentary post.

These two important posts demand a
lot of expertise to ensure satisfactory ser-
vice delivery.

My take is, these two posts could be
separated and handled by different indi-
viduals, 50 s to ensure productivity, ef-
fictency and — at the same time — create
mare jobs for other people,

[ am aware that Lesotho is not practic:
ing this kind of system and that it is not
even enshrined in the Constitution of the

PRIME Minister Thomas Thabane

land.

The Constitution supports a different
type of model, whereby ministers are re-
cruited from the two houses of p.nlmmcm

Personally, I feel the model or system is
tunctmnalh dormant. Parliament has the

prerogative to summon any organ or body of

government and even individuals, includ-

Ing ministers, to ddllf) any matter lhe\'
deem necessary and make serious follow-
ups o the effec,

Therefore it is my humble opinion to re-
quest yon and your kind office to serutinise
this suggestion seriously, with & view to ta-
bling it in parliament for debate.

The sole purpose of my suggestion is to

encourage speedy and vigorous service g
livery, separation of powers and also dist
bution of resources equitably for econord
growth in our beloved mother country
sotho.

Makotoko Makotoko
Leribe
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“PLOT TO OUST THABANE” - by Billy Ntaote.
(Full story: Lesotho Times March 13 — 19. 2014,

p.2.)

The paper reports that the Alliance comprising
the Democratic Congress (DC) MPs, some
disgruntled All Basotho Convention (ABC) and
Lesotho Congress for Democracy (LCD)
legislators is finalizing a grand coalition to oust
Prime Minister Thomas Thabane through a no-
confidence vote.

The Marematlou Freedom Party (MFP), Popular
Front for Democracy (PFD), National
Independent Party (NIP), Basotho Democratic
National Party (BDNP), Lesotho Workers’ Party
(LWP), Basotho Congress Party (BCP) and
Basotho Batho Democratic Party (BBDP) are
also said to be part of the plot which has
reportedly gathered momentum over the past

weeks.

MPs want Thabane removed for his alleged
failure to maintain stability in the armed forces,
arbitrary sacking of ministers, failure to deliver
on his election promises and dissatisfaction
over powers given to a team known as the
‘resource group’, which reportedly controls
ministries under the ABC.

eeeeeeee

“RAMATHEBANE RELEASED ON BAIL” by Keiso
Mohloboli. (Full story: Lesotho Times March 27
—April 22014, p.2.)

Jeremane Ramathebane the leader of Basotho
Batho Democratic Party (BBDP) was released on
M1, 000.00 bail and M50, 000.00 surety,
following his arrest over suspected fraud and
false representation of members of his political
party established in December 2006.

On leaving the court yesterday, a defiant
Ramathebane told the huge crowd which had
turned up for his court appearance that his
arrest had nothing to do with the alleged fraud
but retaliation for spear-heading a no-
confidence motion in parliament against Prime
Minister Thomas Thabane. He further told the
crowd that he was going to be cleared of
whatever he was accused of, and that his
supporters should “get ready because this is the
start of a political war”.

EPEPEPEE@

“RAMODIBELI AWAITS FATE” by Tefo Tefo. (Full
story Lesotho Times March 27 — April 2 2014,

p.4.)

The appeal Court president is challenging
government’s decision to suspend him while it
institutes impeachment-proceedings against
him.

Ramodibedi’s argument, as presented before
court by his South African lawyer, Peter Hodes,
was Prime Minister Thomas Thabane did not
afford him a hearing before advising the King
last year to set up a tribunal to investigate
allegations of misconduct against him.

Justice Michael Ramodibedi is anxiously
awaiting his fate after the Court of Appeal has
announced on Monday that it would be making
its ruling in due course.

eeeeeeee@

“THERE IS ROOM FOR ANOTHER PARTY:
MONYAKE” by Boitumelo Koloi. (Full story:
Sunday Express March 2 — 8 2014, vol.5. Issue
46,p.2.)

Stadium Area Member of Parliament (MP)
Mophato Monyake told the All Basotho
Convention (ABC) rally held in his constituency
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that Lesotho has room for a new political party.
He told the gathering that the Government had
failed to deliver services, therefore leaving
room for a new political voice.

Mophato accused the administration of the
coalition government for failing to fulfill its
promise of improving the lives of the people.

However, Monyake dismissed the “rumours”
about the alleged intention to form a political
party on “divisions” within the party — “l want
to openly state that such allegations are untrue.
They are like utterances from someone who has
not taken his mental illness medication”, he
said.

(clelalalalalaley

“FUGITIVE ASSUMES NEW NAME” by Keiso
Mohloboli. (Full story: Lesotho Times, April 10 —
16, 2014 p.1-2.)

According to a source who attended the brief
trial in Durban, Advocate Shamir told the court
his client was a South African named Joseph
Mokhele and not Lehlohonolo Scott as alleged
and produced a South African identity
document and passport to back his argument.

Shamir reportedly said he was surprised that his
client was being “accused” of being a Lesotho
cititzen, and that he had murdered two people
in 2012.

eeeeeee@

“GS FIRED: THABANE TERMINATES
RAMAFOLE’S CONTRACT AS GOVERNMENT
SECRETARY WITH IMMEDIATE EFFECT” by Keiso
Mohloboli. (Full story: Lesotho Times, April 24-
302014, vol.7 Issue 4 . p.1.)

Prime Minister Thomas Thabane fired
Government Secretary Motlatsi Ramafole.

Lesotho Times is in possession of a copy the
brief dismissal letter stating that he will be paid
three months’ salary and his full terminal
benefits.

The paper explains that the letter does not give
reasons for the dismissal, but its sources said
the former diplomat who was appointed
Government Secretary in late 2011, was sacked
for alleged incompetence. The paper further
reports that, Ramafole was immediately
replaced in an acting capacity, by the Ministry
of Trade and Industry, Cooperatives and
Marketing principal sectary Moahloli Mphaka.

[glelalalalalaley

“MOTANYANE SPEAKS ON NO-CONFIDENCE
MOTION” by Boitumelo Koloi. (Full story:
Lesotho Times 27 — April 2. 2014, p.4.)

The speaker of parliament Sephiri Motanyane
said he could not make a decision regarding an
application by a group of legislators seeking to
pass a no-confidence vote on the coalition
government.

The speaker said he needed to know the
numbers and Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU), of the group because that would
determine the seating allocation in parliament.
It would also help him notify His Majesty of the
latest numbers in the House. He said in the
absence of MoU, he is not in a position to make
a precise ruling on the application.

eeeeeeee@

“PM FIRES ADVISOR” - by Bongiwe Zihlangu.
(Full story: Lesotho Times April 3-9. 2014, p.1.)

The Lesotho Times Newspaper reports that the
Prime Minister Dr. Motsoahae Thabane has
fired his Political and Economic Advisor
Sekhonyana Bereng. It goes further to report
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that Bereng’s contract was terminated through
a letter dated March 31 2014 and signed by
government secretary Motlatsi Ramafole.

The reason behind the firing of PM’s Advisor is;
he is accused of failing to warn premier of no-
confidence motion. The paper states that
Bereng is also alleged to have failed to advise
the PM on whom to appoint for the position of
Senior Personal Secretary, who would travel
with the Premier abroad; leaving Ramafole to
do the work of monitoring the performance of
Principal Secretaries in government ministries.

[clelelalalalale

“RAMODIBELI RESIGNS” by Keiso Mohloboli.
(Full story: Lesotho Times, April 24 - 30 2014,
vol.7 Issue 4, page 1.)

Court of Appeal President Justice Michael
Ramodibedi, who early this month lost a court
bid to stop impeachment proceedings against
him instituted by Prime Minister Thomas
Thabane is reported to have submitted his
resignation to King Letsie IllI’s office. The Prime
Minister had advised King Letsie Ill to establish
a tribunal to investigate him for alleged
misconduct on July 23, 2013.

eeeeeee@

“SCOTT BACK IN DURBAN COURT TODAY” by
Tefo Tefo . (Full story: Lesotho Times, April 24-
302014, vol.7 Issue 4 . page 2.)

Ritual murder suspect, Lehlohonolo Scott, who
escaped from the Maseru Central Prison almost
two years ago, appeared before the Durban
North Magistrate’s Court to fight his extradition
from South Africa.

Lehlohonolo’s lawyer, Advocate Thulo Hoeane,
reports that his South African counterpart
Advocate Shabir will appear before the Durban

North Magistrate’s Court to make an
application for bail, particularly because his
client has committed no offence in South Africa.
He will also oppose Lehlohonolo’s extradition
application to get him back to Lesotho.
Advocate Shabir is opposing the extradition
application because he knows of no
Lehlohonolo Scott but that, he is representing
Joseph Mokhele.

EPPEPEE@

“SCOTT FINALLY ARRESTED....ritual murder
suspect appears in SA court” by Billy Ntaote.
(Full Story: Lesotho Times, April 10 — 16, 2014,

p.1.)

Lehlohonolo Scott, the double ritual murder
suspect was finally arrested in Durban’s
Rockville suburb after his mysterious escape
from the Maseru Central Prison.

Scott’s lawyer Advocate Shamir sought the
release of his client on bail in vain, but the court
postponed the case to April 24, 2014.

[clelalalalalaley

“SECURITY BOSSES SUMMONED ...as turf war
escalates” by Billy Ntaote. (Full story: Lesotho
Times, April 24-30 2014, vol.7 Issue 4. p.2.)

The Lesotho Defence Force (LDF) Commander
Lieutenant General Tlali Kamoli and Lesotho
Mounted Police Service (LMPS) Commissioner
Khothatso TSooana appeared before the
Security Committee over alleged hostilities
between the army and police.

The simmering tension came to the boil when
TSooana requested Kamoli to release eight
soldiers the police needed to interview in
relation to the bombings at his Ha Abia
residence, as well as the Moshoeshoe Il homes
of Liabiloe Ramoholi — Prime Minister Thomas
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Thabane’s partner, and her neighbour,
‘Mamoletsane Moletsane.

[clelelalalalale

“THABANE  APPOINTS NEW  POLITICAL
ADVISOR... TSEHLANA ASSUMES NEW ROLE ...”
by Keiso Mohloboli. (Full story: Sunday Express
April 27 — May 3 2014, vol.6. issue 4, p.2.)

Lehlohonolo TSehlana the leader of Sankatana
Social Democratic Party has been appointed
political advisor to the Prime Minister Thomas
Thabane. TSehlana replaces Sekhonyana Bereng
who was sacked three weeks ago. This has been
confirmed by TSehlana, also informing Sunday
Express that he had been offered the post and
awaiting a letter of appointment and his
contract.

Tsehlana told the paper that working with the
PM will not make him change his political
stance in any way and neither to desert his
political party.

eeeeeee@

“WHY WE FLED LESOTHO .. ABC MPs
MONYAKE AND LITSIBA SPEAK OUT “by Billy
Ntaote (Full story Lesotho Times April 10 — 16
2014 p.4.)

Two ABC members of Parliament (MP),
Mophato Monyake ande Thabiso LitSiba fled to
South Africa after receiving death threats.
Monyake was fired as Justice and Correctional
Services minister in February 2014 he is an MP
for the Stadium Area Constituency. LitSiba
represents Koro-Koro in the National Assembly.

Explaining why they fled Lesotho,

(1) LitSiba said: “what happened was in 10
March, | left to attend a parliamentary
workshop in Gaudeng, and | was
shocked to learn that; two days later,

on March 12, my wife had found two
bullets on our doorstep. The bullets
were in an envelope, and after that
incident, | realized that my life was in
danger”.

(2) Monyake said: “.. | was then
approached by an informant who told
me about the death threats made
against me. | took that tip-off seriously
and reported it to the police. ... after
signing that | was now part of the grand
coalition, | also learned that a lot of
people were angry with that decision,
and even wanted to force me to resign
my position as an MP. | reported this
again to the police and then decided |
should leave the country and assess the
situation from a secure location”.

[glelalalalalaley

“MONYAKE, LITSIBA REPORT BACK TO
PARLIAMENT” by Majara Molupe (Full story:
Informative May 13 -19 2014 p.2.)

Member of Parliament Mophato Monyake for
Stadium Area Constituency also former Minister
of Correctional Services, and the MP for Koro-
Koro Constituency Thabiso LitSiba, have
reported to the Parliament after they fled the
country in March 2014.

MP LitSiba told the paper that he and Monyake
are currently drafting letters to the Parliament
Speaker that they want to cross to opposition
parties in Parliament.

clelalalalalalel

“COALITION PACT COLLAPSES ... as LCD leader
breaths fire” by Bongiwe Zihlangu/Billy Ntaote
(Full story: Lesotho Times, June 12 — 18 2014

p.2.)
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The coalition government has effectively
collapsed, plunging the Kingdom into a new era
of political uncertainty.

The Deputy Prime Minister Mothejoa Metsing,
at the press conference held at Black Swan
Lodge in Maseru, blamed the failure of the
political agreement on Prime Minister Thomas
Thabane for making unilateral decisions to the
exclusion of his coalition partners.

He said “We have decided that we can no
longer endure the humiliation that the
Honourable Dr Thabane is inflicting upon the
LCD by his wunilateral and undemocratic
conduct” he went further to say the LCD had
decided to accept the move the Prime Minister
has taken — “Today we declare that we have
accepted that the person we had appointed as
our coalition government leader has never,
does not, and never will embrace a coalition
government.”

(clelalalalalaley

“LCS COMMISSIONER SUSPENDED” by Keiso
Mohloboli (Full story: Lesotho Times June 12 —
182014 p.4.)

The Lesotho Correctional Services (LCS)
Commissioner, Napo Sefali was suspended for
alleged  corruption, incompetence and

insubordination.

Commissioner Sefali is being accused of failing
to obey orders from his superior, the Minister
of Justice and Correctional Services, Motlohi
Maliehe.

Commissioner Sefali was ordered not to
transfer officers but he still went ahead and did
the opposite. For example, he promoted a
certain Assistant Superintendent even though
the officer was implicated in the escape of

double ritual murder suspect, Lehlohonolo
Scott, from the Maseru Maximum Prison in
2012.

EPEPEPEPE@

“LEKHANYA SPEAKS OUT ON ARMY,
POLICE FALLOUT - Security bosses need to
meet and talk, says retired major general”.
by Billy Ntaote. (Full story: Sunday Express,
June 8 - 14, 2014 p.4.)

The former Lesotho Defence Force (LDF)
Commander Metsing Lekhanya, has spoken
out on the on-going row between the army
and the Lesotho Mounted Police Service
(LMPS). The row was sparked by the
bombing of the Ha Abia residence of LMPS
Commissioner Khothatso TSooana and the
Moshoeshoe-Il homes of Liabiloe Ramoholi
and ‘Mamoletsane Moletsane on 27
January 2014 by unknown assailants.

The retired Major General Lekhanya
considered it right for Lt. Gen Kamoli in
calling for an independent inquiry into the
bombings but wrong to say he would not
cooperate with the police. “I would agree to
all remedies that would ensure there are no
conflicts between the police and the army,
especially because the approach taken has
already bungled the investigations — Yes, I'd
accept an independent commission as the
best approach to diffuse what is already a
volatile situation. Such a commission would
make recommendations and if need be,
criminal charges laid against the assailants”.

EEREPEPE@

“LWP, PLC DEFY BLOC OVER NO-
CONFIDENCE MOTION” by Bongiwe
Zihlangu. (Full story: Sunday Express, June
8-14,2014p.6.)
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The Lesotho Workers’ Party (LWP) and Lesotho
People’s congress (LPC) have distanced
themselves from a resolution made by the Bloc
of Political Parties in Parliament to withdraw
from the proposed no-confidence vote in the
coalition government.

The LWP leader, Macaefa Billy explained that
for as long as the coalition government does
not express the will to improve the working
conditions and secure a minimum monthly
wage of M2, 000.00 for textile factory workers,
“We will support any movement that promises
a better alternative”.

The LPC spokesperson Bokang Ramatsella, said
the Bloc was not formed to solely support
government, that being part of the group did
not mean “We’re compelled to support the
coalition government”.

(clelalalalalaley

“METSING CONDEMNS THABANE OVER PARLY
— DC members attend LCD press conference in
solidarity” by Billy Ntaote (Full story: Lesotho
Times June 12 — 18 2014 p.6.)

Metsing, who is leader of the Lesotho Congress
for Democracy (LCD) said the Prime Minister
Thomas Thabane’s decision to prorogue
parliament for nine months will adversely affect
the approval of laws currently before the august
house.

Deputy Prime Minister Metsing, who is also
government partner to Thabane, said the
parliament would have to “start afresh”
discussing all the laws that had not been passed
when it finally reassembles in 2015.

clelalalelalalef

“NO CONFIDENCE CASE POSTPONED” by Billy
Ntaote (Full story: Lesotho Times June 12 — 18
2014 p.6.)

The High Court postponed to August 5, a case in
which three members of Parliament are seeking
to stop a proposed no-confidence motion
against Prime Minister Thomas Thabane and his
government for alleged incompetence.

Mr. Phori and his co-applicants are challenging
the legality of Mr. Ramathabane’s motion
initiated in March 2014, and want it barred
from being discussed in parliament.

[glelalalalalaley

“PARTY LEADERS TO HOLD CRISIS INDABA :
ABC, LCD AND BNP LEADERSHIP MEETS
TOMORROW IN LAST-DITCH EFFORT TO SAVE
CALITION GOVERNMENT” by Billy Ntaote. (Full
story: Sunday Express, June 8 — 14, 2014 p.2.)

Last week the LCD accused ABC leader and
Prime Minister Thomas Thabane of making
‘unilateral governance decisions’. LCD had also
announced that the party had asked the
Christian Council of Lesotho (CCL) to mediate in
the dispute.

The LCD’s spokesperson, Selibe Mochoboroane
told this paper that “We wanted the Christian
Council of Lesotho to mediate over our
problems but instead, the ABC wrote to us
seeking a meeting for all the leaders of the
three parties in government. It came as a brief
letter asking that we meet as government and
party leaders first, and we are going to have the
meeting on Monday”.

clelalalalalalel
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Though the bented shavusonn i par
Sament ovwr the stsgension of debate an
the bu allostions 10 faveur of e

Moy quettions b o resporae which ams;
zhn vanctly bapgened and what Sove e

w sy
In hew with the National Assembly
Standing Orcder (29) & membar who wiak
00 10 raise K LrgeSE Eatter 10 sespend
the beatinens that the Hous b seased with
Bad @ EhL to give Dation B e Speaker
belury thw sstting begine.

Upon sabiefacticn (het the matier s
wrgens soed e of public importance, (b
Speaker snall reguest the hoase 1o albw
e of the cutywet husmess

so-onnfidesce motlon wnd e n
which thw Deguly Bpoaker, Haoowrsble
Lekbethe Rakucane, dralt with members
ol appesition. partscularly the Demecratic
Congraes (DU Wiy the opewssion ninoig
the populncs that government has lost
oth e mujerity of (e House wnd the oo
spnration W appawitng wenters. the prst
parhementary drama develdopoaate poant
o the contrasy and (e guertaitn 219 how
aond wiyt

When & was rperied that Depoty
Speakns  efused  appesition e bery
right o ntrediaon ax malier o
Mareh 20 asud oveeraled 10 westbars whe
by law bad rght (o challengs Bis tnitial
refisal duncion, analyssa saw deovioracy
wnder Uhieeal.

The seported dimabssal of NN who
oade 4 yowew i Ahe Bouse i reelstane
W the Rukuoana's wer, ramil ayobrewsy
whather s wis oot U g Sor sulor-

ey
Before deawing any conchadon about
the athierwise politically wolatie stzatian,

I the house does net spgeovs ol n
Ieast 15 mereders vhee b support of she
equest, the Sgecher shall wweerule the
Hwune snd the busiaees that the howss s
hardlemg will be adjowrned at 3 30pm of
he canee day 1o allow the Houwss to delib:
Srate 00 the urgemet matier,

Though Moctal Latima MJ' sctified the

of Lin Inbahtion Lo mave that the
House sjourne badgeinry alloention de-
bete 10 alkw & doconfidecse mate e
Preve Misdator Thomss Thabane, he dud
ot satisly the Speaker who tard duwe
(gt

Inntesd of admuting that the Spoaker
wae ot satisfied me the law requesta,
Ui oppoaition mwsinbers e apakist the
Sleatlvwninen deision of the Speaber and
daloat that as loog e they are 15 or
wove, they have the right % overnde W
Bposher

Pollowsyg thetr sngang of the natsnal
ssibem o pentest, Makuoane, namml
e which meant thet Uy were e

gendel Crean e Haase for e test of O
day a0 e Standing Orvber BXZ) prinider
Though 4 may sl be sscsctadind
heth i Sors arted s o9

nerntam o an 3 Aassfully calowlatod meve,
Rakucans, upbeld the purdamentacy nile

Shiow s w0 politecal pante, the gues
thon could ax well be what nfermed
Rabumae's docinion o dealow the Wi
goncy of the mathee Wea it prarely chiw
e or politaradly smwtivated™

Batoe the populdarly bebl view has leen
Ahat government bs seoking ways of pee
veatiag the motion of an condidence te be
cabled b the Mo, it was expectad that
the eppoiton windd rject any mive W
et parameert L fetesn

To the » of many when the

Manas

Leadar of Qe Howae doput
uhL‘ the motion

ter
va Adisrnment of Farliamen :: e
meavsng parilamentary break witheud he-
e of wivew A shall rosuine. was smode)
by u mevsber of the ap v

AXhough all the “ght mambors
who stood wp 1o apeak 06 the motion were
upgasisen M, riend leiin wihich
wiught chanty with only Serwnlong Goo M1’
ot supparting tw notion. AL voting. 1he
:zny 1 Lo Touse accephod and it was

pamed.

This softennd staewe by the cppositon
rawarde hae toen varier vh.
werved when the Mo
vonal Asaeohly

il BN
OF v trtad off 30 MPs who sgues on thie

ahinet W, wven were (e spposition tak.
Inquuuwmth-u-ehndt)um
sliinnce.

In doth matances, the oppesstion has
soapernted well with government and e
of O ol tesdsthans

The Sl and the sation t0 sdourn
could simply meen that while it might be
trus that the pd-ronfidence war i st vt
over, ut feart quawtions of majpority and
Cegerstion sre o longst M sessilive o
thay were reponed 10 b Two werks ags

What would be (uteresting thowgh
w whal (he tap mdes will de during the
hroad in terme of snsuriag mupovity of te

Hauswe
T\ln‘c tho oppesdtet elaim they coes
mand the magority of the House a¥idaugh
here 11 0o evidenes 10 et effers, it w D
oslhitan which rwnsine so
endengered sperion (8 the whole equatrn
1t bs & bnown fact Ot the DC has besn
able 10 wit W the working sliwsws with
fous ambees from the Kloe and ooe BCP
This plus two ARC messbery dem
anetratos 4 ronsbdersbie bl of knalty
which, though oot adegumte 10 sand hon
susrsble Pakalitha Mol back 10 Qe
berhoaneng, should weery the coaliticn

government

1€ the cvalstson grvarnment still has M
MPs and Sve MPy of e tvis sominand
g e onjeeiny, why dows the mosion of
na o dencs seare them? 1t 1 the mage
chont that Goes Wt saly hawnt e grvers
went but even the toem Lhal o hbes
the whole gemm cumberaime
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Lesotho Times Views, April 3 -9, 2014. p.3

———

No-confidence vote: Where
are the electorate’s interests

FORMER peamiet Pakitha Mosish |

RECENT developmesits in the country, fol:
Jowing the much publicised artempt of &
vate af no-confidence against Prime Minis:
ter Thomas Thabane have highlighted, yet
again. the disturbing tandency by some Al
rican leaders to desire more time'in power
no matter how long they have bedn in tho
saddle. Mare about thiz later as [ would
like to start with the character who bas
heen at the centre of this so-called vote of
ne-confidence.
['am not sure how many people in this
countyy take Jeremane Ramathebane seri-
vt of course those whojoined his
he 2007 national eléctions
sed widows of minework-
5 il supposedly held by
nig companies thejr hushands

In hindsight, many of the visibly
75 could bo regretting their deci-

the ill-fated march,
has beer able to garner engugh
became an MP by, proportional rep:
rosentation on two oeeasions. That should
i all tha information you need ahout

cyear term system. Noleader; no matter how
long ‘they stay in power, can' accomplisgh av:’

" and wants to make amends? What exactly,
) my, retired mother was. |

logieill’ mu . L
twentyeyear rule by just &

- As the nation wonders ‘how Ramathe:
bang has become the ring leaderin the at-
tempt to turn the tables againstithe coali-
tion' government, many of u§ cannot help -
“but think he 15 just a front for certain jndi-
viduals in the august house. :

Those who harbour the'real intireéts
in the government's collppse appear to be
taking the back seat, vt the spoils will be
theirs should the dream become a reality.
1t is public knowl fe thata plan for & new
eahinet was-already being hatched, The
old gcars of the opposition. fatling to form
a government, despite bemg the mmjority
party, were about to receive a fresh coat of
dressing:

The nume of former Premier Pakalitha
Mosisili has of course been forwarded ns
the ono to take over in caze the Rimathe-
bane-led motion syceeeds. Reading one of
the local newspapers recently where Mo-
sisili was interviewed. he stated he would
not mind taking aver again as Prime:-Min.
iater-and even cited examples of those who
Teft office but-later made a return. While
ha ey elaim thet ofher pariamentarians

Siaiphriachedt 'ﬁirywcfw.?;n“dyins His

A

s
] )

&hws the man from Tsoelike i still hungey

for more. 11 had been Prime Minister for 14
years, 1 am not sure what would prompt ‘'me .

1o want to extend this period. We are talking
alivost three terms at the helm in our five:

‘érything, Tn fnct the longer they stay, the less™

they normally achieve ag some tend to 08
complacent, knawing they will probably got a
fresh mandats no matt

helploulf as their

?ﬁ;lic TesOUrCEs Wi

5 : EOVET) ¥
can't he juss protect his'legacy and stay out
of the murky-waters of
that he reflects he hasn't Jeft & proud record

does he want? By

home recently. T am

be driven by the desire to beat that record
‘Unfortunately, we in_ southern Africl
volatively. close 'to a 80-year-old president

in the name of Robert Gabriel Mugabe who,

despite hobbling towards his 100 birthday,

‘may be an inspiration Lo many of his coun-.

erparts that as long as they feel healthy and
strong, they capn cling on despite the many

haowls of frngsz 10 clear tha way for voupy

blood or fresh ideas. Such apparent hunger
for more is piten justified by the “my-people:

still need-me” mantra; ihe syndrome (a.curse’

evén) which affticts many leadera on this con-
tinent, A

When Mosisili- passed on ‘the . symboli
torch to Thabane in the cold Setsoto Stadium
almost two years ago, be recoived local and
international accalades for being. an excep:
t10n to some of the African leaders who would
rather witness bloodshed than handover
power. !

That his namé s now part of the move
to unseat Thabane will notgain him many
friends ‘and he risks ‘shedding @ lot of the
respect he had earned. The agmtation of the
youth from the three coalition partners at the
grounds of parliament during the time when
this pot was stmmering does not augur well
for peace, ey iy i

Many of those whao dipped their fingers in
ink with the ided of a change in government
may fuel unrest; and the volattity ard uxplos
siveness of 1985 still rempins o m some
Fcople's memories. | wish somée
iamentarians could project thair out
ther than the tips of their noses or they may
wake up 0. discover that Maseru has once
again been razed to ashes. We surely don’t
want this. R

We: might justifiably then ask'in whost
interest lgﬁs vote'af no confidence should be
entertained. Whils parliament statutes sl
low it, [ am not sure ipreally has anything to
do ‘with: the geriesal public If we dig decper
we shall discover that many of those behind
it amply have their syes widely fixed on the

ment positions that will be gvail-
v of the lucrative perks, shpuld

it be suceessful, -
It is & scramble for the self and nothing
3 h driven by individualigty and
ophased to the public

olities? Could it be

i

r how incfficient their
Hiathe haplasaits

5 years., Could hé"

National
Agenda

By Mahao Mahao

on the tables. of many in this country;
how it will create emplovment for those
kopeless eitizens whose certificates have
turned . into mere decorations in fancy
woaden frames: how it will help the child
who daily walks & réturn trip of over 10
kilometres 1o access a school; how it will
help that remote: villager finally sec a
rond reach their village and put a stop to
thé humiliating desperation of transport.
ing the deceased on horseback; and how it
will fight corription. *

Wa had beamed with satisfaction upon
noting that our Directarate on Corruption
and Ecnnomic Offénces -had been given
back its teeth-and had starsed hie biting
spres in earnest. These are the real is-
sues which affest the general public and
Fam set to hear any of them montioned
23 cAtalysts to the groundless vote of no-
confidence. =¥

Purhaps some of those in the 0pposi:
non benches alsg harbour the hapa td em,
barrass Thabane as the Prime Minister
whose'term never lasted even more than
$wo vears. That, as well, hag notnmg to
do with e or-the ordingry ctizen try:
ing to make @ living ouv of gothing, The
¢itizen who would rather ook forward o
their cows' dung since:nt least if offers

that thire will bé free fuel to cook
children

no-confidenece yote: which some pariis-
mentarians secan Lo regard 85 a mattor
(il¥o.2nd et Gl aniallyi parEning

L §
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“PM SUBMITS LETTER TO PROROGUE
PARLIAMENT” by Majara Molupe (Full story:
INFORMATIVE, 10 - 16 June, 2014, p.1.)

The Prime Minister Motsoahae Thomas
Thabane has submitted a letter to His Majesty
King Letsie Il for the prorogation of parliament
for an indefinite period.

According to the Press Secretary to the PM,
Thabo Thakalekoala, the Prime Minister
proposed for the prorogation of Parliament so
that the differences amongst the coalition
parties in government All Basotho Convention
(ABC), Lesotho Congress for Democracy (LCD)
and Basotho National Party (BNP) can be ironed
out.

EEPEPEPEE@

“PM’s ALLEGED WRONGDOINGS AS CLAIMED
BY THE LCD AT LAST WEEK’s PRESS
CONFERENCE” (Full story: Sunday Express, June
8-14,2014p.2.)

e Transfer of Lesotho Highlands Water
Project

e Firing of finance Principal Secretary

e Removal of Government Secretary

e Attempt to prorogue parliament

e Attorney General and Director of Public
Prosecutions given letters for them to
show cause why they cannot vacate
office

e DPM summoned the Commissioner of
Police and other Lesotho Mounted
Police Service officers two weeks ago to
his office. The summon was not
honoured.

eEPEPEPE@

“PM REASSURES POLICE ON SALARIES” by
Keiso Mohloboli (Full story: Lesotho Times
June 12-182014p.7.)

Prime Minister Thomas Thabane has
reiterated his commitment to implement
new salary structure for the Lesotho
Mounted Police Service (LMPS).

Dr. Thabane said government would
increase the police pay and reinstate the 2%
deducted from constables’ salaries previous
month with immediate effect.

Dr. Thabane stated that “I am aware of the
confusion that has been brought about by
this rank-structure and deduction, and
would like to appeal to the police to be
calm and commit to their everyday work
because this issue is controversial and my
office is taking it very seriously.”

e@PEPEPEEE@

“EXPLOSIVE START TO PEACE TALKS ... as
LCD delegates refuse to back down over
demands to end prorogation of
parliament”. By Billy Ntaote. (Full Story:
Lesotho Times July 24 — 30 2014 p.2.

The coalition government began peace-
talks on a bitter note when the three ruling
parties could not agree on a number of
issues, top of which was the current nine-
month suspension of parliament.

The National Executive Committee (NEC)
meeting held at the State House was
scheduled to discuss the proposed
amendments to the original Coalition
Agreement (CA) and the report prepared by
New Zealand Member of Parliament (MP)
Rajen Prasad.
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The paper reports that ABC and BNP delegates
“reacted angrily to the LCD’s suggestion that
parliament should re-open in September and
not 27 February 2015 when the prorogation is
supposed to end”, and that both ABC and BNP
further argued that parliament’s suspension
was not the reason why the three parties fell-
out.

eEPEPEPE@

“SCOTT’S LAWYER QUITS” by Lekhetho
Ntsukunyane. (Full story: Public Eye July 25 —
31, 2014, p.6.)

Scott’s lawyer, advocate Shameer Goolabjith
told the Durban Court that he was resigning
from Scott’s case.

The public prosecutor in the case, Mr. Blackie
Swart said “we gathered from his chamber”
that he (Goolabjith) quit because he was not
paid the legal fees as promised by the client.

Swart said one Advocate Mazebuko was
eventually introduced before the court as
Scott’s new lawyer. Mr Mazebuko was hence
“presented by the extradition documents to
study merits of his client’s deportation to
Lesotho”.

(clelelalalalaley

“SCOTT’S CASE CANNOT PROCEED, SAYS
THETSANE” by Limpho Sello.  (Full story:
Lesotho Times, August, 22 — 28, 2013 p.4.)

Malehlohonolo’s son Lehlohonolo, escaped
from Maseru Central Prison in October 2012.
Both mother and son are accused of killing two
people  for  alleged ritual
Malehlohonolo was released on M500.00 bail

purposes.

after spending fifteen (15) months in remand
prison.

The Director of Public Prosecution (DPP), Leaba
Thetsane said the murder trial of
‘Malehlohonolo Scott cannot proceed since the
main suspect is still at large. He told the media
that the prosecution could not proceed with the
case in the absence of the main accused as that
would be detrimental to the crown’s case.

[clalalalalalaley

“METSING JUSTIFIES PROTEST” by Bongiwe
Zihlangu. (Full story: Lesotho Times, August, 28
— September 3, 2013 p.9.)

Deputy Prime Minister (DPM) Mothejoa
Metsing will lead a “peaceful march” against
the prorogation of parliament on Monday 1%
September, 2014. He is hopeful that this would
“finally drive the message home” to the Prime
Minister (PM) Dr. Thomas Thabane.

At the press conference held at LCD
Headquarters in Maseru, Mr. Metsing urged
Basotho to “join the match in your numbers”
for the Prime Minister to see why the
prorogation should be lifted.

The LCD Leader states that Dr. Thabane failed to
take steps to ensure that parliament’s
prorogation was lifted by the agreed date as per
the Windhoek.

IMASERU - The Principal Secretary (PS) in |
bne of the LCD-led ministries allegedly shot

himself yesterday night. |
I A source told the paper that the body of
the deceased was found lying in a pool of

blood inside a toilet.
I The cause of his death is not yet known

land the police took his corpse to the mortuary

for further investigations.

I Reports showed that the deputy Prime]
IMinister and several high ranking officials of
hoth the party and government rushed to the
scene soon after hearing the news.

Informative May 13-19 2014 p2
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counsel for the respondents,
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year term and he ousted through

olections In. 2017, if that would
be the case,
Mhe Qoallng MP. ald tho

Phorl Indlcated P
 Committee Mothetjon Metatog,

he applivants had

whallengod the nosconfidengce

mnotion an the gronnds that it
Was - drastlo procedure with
dire conequences, and thub
should [baneceed, It would result
I the ehange of governmont or
dissolution of parllament,
[They further submittod
the mave ganld not ho lghtly

rosottod toy consldurlug the

serlouy. consequonces L niay

+lead to In the country's political

lundscape,

“Worsubmit that a motion
of noscanfidence could only be
resorted to whare thore e villd 554

rounds substantiating lack of i

onfidence tn the governiient,

otherwlse {fthe procedure woro (0 lhd\mhﬂnbvmnlkI\ll)MrhmlmlumuWni

be Invoked at a whin, thut would

make & mookery of the entirg, Nullunal Auembly. pmpoqlnu oy llult A1(1) states, umong
o dnstitation of governmunt?, nm o mume otnw.;l“ respondent g}hm (that when o trial fs
upplication sald; (Moalllh). far}pgnonlt(onrof cwod mul thie platatis appears.

respondonts should nob allow ~Tn Nt duvity l’lwrl prlmw nlpwmshoyld tlw whﬂat}wdathnamudonot.um

thelr nenpuul Inlerests to faky

¢ Pitbllogaipeiadii
' J'Lowrul av 1t may bo, tho

destabillse the country” ns
change of govornment: would be
understood to have come through
eicks, and not the ballot box,*

-+ 1-2-‘-"‘- T L L0 TSR,

xlou;ht.nn order. 'dleelhring thnr. 'mqtft}n
elariy.over the wishe of uw,. the miption of nosconfidence t‘,-’ws
"’dallvoml hy Ramthebane ;md‘\\ bcfolo,

Qd. 0 plagnti may prove his eladm so
c;mcetq .orduxed l.hat' far awthig burdon of proafle upon
e T Lho Judgement stisll ho
L«lmmmUwNuunnrwwmbly;,8 wlvfhnsllmu should Haye: given ageordingly

nefteetive, ,‘ﬂle ‘uswering afidavits, A haspule further Dlvidee
frivolous knd vexatious, {4 Mlpuw).lehwounplltuuwslmu UL When the'olaim ix for a

Hcmdlc«mdtlmtonomow;d ho, o “the stuge Lo move thifr lquldated domand, no evidonice
Murcl 18,2014, Ramathebine uppllcatlanInwmwfruluilor :)lull b rovensary unfoss tho
and Mootal nlcd uw quloalnMp lﬂnh Oourt rules, : ‘court otherwise ordors,

R

[ A ey wr o e

Page | 25



FOLLOWING the announcement that Prime
Minister Thomas Thabane has advised His
Majesty to prorogue parliament, the public
sphere was abuzz with fears and assertions
over the issue,

The issues raised include the claim that the
premier has no right to adviee King Letsie IIT
without cabinet approval and that there are no
conditions in Lesotho warranting prorogation.

Though the prevailing question is not neces:
sarily what than how appropriate the proroga-
tion of Parliament is, the debate will remain
elitist, exclusionist and to some extent mis-
leading unless the first question is addressed.

In fact, the majority of voters would be ren. PRy

dered & mere audience rather than debaters,
on whether this is the end of road for the coali
tion government?

Prorogation is a parliamentary break which
marks the end of a parliamentary session,

In terms of the Lesotho constitution, it s
done by the king acting on the advice of the
premier.

Section 83 (1) and (4) o the constitution stip-
ulates that the king may prorogue parliament

Times | June 19- 18 2014

Prorogation

n of parliament

What's next for Lesotho?

but expressing sympathy
for the fellow congress

party.

Beyond the simple
mathematios that LCD
and Democratic Congress
(DC) can form govern-
ment and therefore re.
place the present coalition

The Lesotho Times welcomes

readers’ feedback on topical

issues,
Letters may he addressed to:
The Editor, Lesotho Times,
5C Happy Villa, Maseru,
Email: editor@lestimes,co.ls

the undesirable conduet,
its net effect is that they
will have opportunity to
talk

What s clear is that
there are some issues and
tensions within the coali-
tion,

The rank and file of the

government, for those who
read and write polities, Such back love was not
only imminent but fast approaching.

In a desperate bid to consolidate his posi-

coalition parties may not
be aware of them. Even part of the leadership
of these parties may not be privy to some of
the contested issues,

: " ie minister, tion, All Basotho Convention (ABC) leader Dr ~ Normally, politcal party leaders package
: at;;y ﬁ;’f’;ﬁ,ﬁ:ﬁﬁ: gﬁ:ﬁ’:ﬁw&f Thabane acted swiftly to advice the king to- and classify information so that what is dis-

time & long as it does not éxceed 12 months.

Prorogue.

seminated to the followers is controlled,

When parliament is prorogued, all the bugi-  Why was prorogation so important to the It is this controlled and measured informa-

ness before the House lapses but it can be in-
froduced in the next sessioni . | ¢

prime minister?
This ensure that for the time being Patlia-

tion that disadvantages followers yet benefits
leaders most in terms of sides and positions

Promogation do&ﬁéi]@ll?dﬁele'cﬁbn’i;:itisa ment would not resume soon, thus delaying followers take,

break, what Jeads $ elections s a dissolution.

the dreaded consummation of the dreaded

This means that over and above what is

- (Given this ‘explanation, the begging ques- LCD-DC re-marriage either by floor crossing available in the public domain, leaders may
ﬁo(:fvﬁ,':,m}}fmm"&iwﬁ;“ m 'imﬁ orany other way which would give the speaker engage in discussions, negotiate, make trade-

about the parliamentary break?

Politics 15 the response!

In Lesotho, the prime minister is the head of
government ag per Section 87 (2) which indi-
cates that such ghall be a person commanding
the majority of the National Assembly,

In other words the premier can only legiti-
mately hold office so long as helshe enjoys the
confidence of the National Assembly.

The incumbent premier derives that major-
ity from the parliamentary collaboration of the
ABC, LCD and BNP on the one hand and the
parties of the Bloc, albeit their fragmentation,
on the other,

In recent history, one of the parties in the
coalition, the Lesotho Congress for Democracy,
oxpressed its discontent on the non-consulta-
tive modus operands of the premier,

There was also a sharp turnaround in the
political posture of the parties of congress ot
entation in not only echoing LCD discontent

legitimate indication that the sitting premier
has lost legitimacy in terms of Section §7(2) of
the Constitution,

This would create a situation where the
prime minister would be logically compelled to
resign as he would have clearly lost control of
the majority of the House,

This technical knockout would have consti-
tutionally by-passed the motion of no-confi
dence barred by the courts,

The current recess of parliament sina die
can, at any time, be revoked by the speaker
in consultation with the leader of the house,
Deputy Prime Minister and leader of the LCD
Mothejoa Metsing, The next logical question
would be whether this prorogation can be used
to consolidate or dismantle the coalition?”

It could be used either way excopt that it has
provided opportunity for talks,

Although the LCD has registered the unilat:
eral modus operand as yet another pointer of

offs and re-invent the coalition government,

Whether the LCD discontent bas degener:
ated into an irveparable rapture of the coali-
tion or things could be corrected would be a
determination of the leadership foru,

During the nagotiations, a lot of give and
take will be expected,

The nature of the contentious issues at
stake normally determines whether parties
in dialogue may need a mediator or they can
handle on their own,

In the case of parties negotiating on their
own, they would have to apply high levels of
discipline and restraint in terms of emotions
and arguments otherwise a deadlock can be
easily reached. [n the event of a mediator com-
ing in, & few considerations are necessaxy,

Suceess in mediation depends on & number
ofissues inclusive of but not limited to consent
to the process of mediation and acceptance of
the mediator, respect of the Parties to the me-

diator thus addressing the authority of the
mediator,

The combination of skills and authority ig
normally the secret for success of many me
diatory efforts,

The mediator s neither expected to be qu:
thoritarian nor is helshe supposed to be pu
nitive, In the absence of skill, the mediator
is likely to become lpunitive and judgmental
which will result in failure,

The second observation is that the agree-
ment guiding the coalition government is
threadbare and may need to be improved,

This prooess may end up benefiting this
arrangement, Parties may, after discussion,
agree that the coalition has to be terminated
in which case they will retur to parliament
which would result in a change of government,

Otherwise the king may be advised by the
Prime Mipistpr to take the dissolution route,

If the Council of State advices the king to
refuse the premier's advice on dissolution, he
will lose the majority in parliament, resign or
be removed. This engagement and peaceful
handling of prorogation could as well be used
a3 an opportunity to talk about possibilities of
legislating for the coalition government, |

On the other hand, this prorogation could
be used to avoid the parliamentary test of
support while the premier goes on executing
his functions as head of the executive arm of
government,

This could include exercising the powers
of the prime minister and going ahead to do
what his counterparts may have complained |
about thereby leaving them with no option but
to desert the coalition government or even re-
moving them from cabinet.

Clearly, this route would lead to a political
legitimacy crisis.

Sofonea Shale

Page | 26



Lesotho times June 12 - 18 2014 p.12

COMMENT

asotho on khi_fe edge

E 2012 Coalition Agreement between Thomas Thabane,
fothetjoa Metsing and Thesele Maseribane has effectively
pliapsed. To try and pretend otherwise would be disin-

The proverbial final nail in the coffin of the two year
ralition pact came in the words of Mr Metsing when he
iz d 2t yesterday’s press conference that “the Prime
finister (Thabane) has cancelled and rendered nugatoxry
he strength and existence of the coalition by refusing to
beerve and adhere to the ‘good faith’ (sic) and democratic
brinciples ~ Pay particular attention to his use of the word
cancelled”. Mr Metsing used the word to entirely secek
o blame his pariv's clear withdrawal from the Coalition
Aoreement on Dr Thabane.

The LCD has been vociferous about what it calls persis-
ant viclations of the Coalition Agreement by Dr Thabane.
t cites many unilateral decisions allegedly taken by the
Premier withou:s consultations.

If it's the LCD's view that Dr Thabane has effectively
tancelled the coalition agreement, then one would have ex-
=d Mr Metsing to have alsoc announced his entourage’s
romplete withdrawal from the governmeni. But instead,
: Metsing said his ministers would stay put in govern-
ment, despite the —cancellation” of the Coalition Agree-
ent. ostensibly to tryv and negotiate with other parties and

ormmn & new coalition. .

But the window of that possibility seems to have been|
shut by Dr Thabane's pre-emptive strike o prorogue Par-|
iament Prorogation means the meetings of parliament are|
discontinued even though the House is not d: -
bane prorogued Parlbiament to avoid being toppised by any
new coalition which the LCD could have formed with other
parties, mainly the Democratic

as
prorogation has been signed by
fectively become law. Mr Metsing
| can also go back to the Council of the State and ask the
| King to overturn the prorogation order and allow them tg
form a new government with new coalition partners. It is
- difficult to see how that is legally possibie. 3
With evervone digging in their heels, the prospects fo
- this nation are looking increasingly bleak. s

While Dr Thabane ﬁas theﬁ)hgl;t to suspenad parlis
ment, the question is; is it ms 3 right for him to rule
such a long time without a Pariament?

Parlimment is one of the three key pillars of the
which provides checks and balances ism on the
ecutive. The other one being the judiciary. To haveno p
liamentary sittings to pass or amend important laws magh

roblematic. Already, there Sre iznp z bills pend
> ruling without a iz can bres

Metsing
to pile press =
“fo their ministerial positions. The LCD cannot simply ha
their pie and eat it. They cannot be ready to trash a politics
ag -ment that brought them into the government while s
the same time clinging to their ministerial perks. A cles
and uneguivocal statement that they are withdrawing frox

the government as a result of all the allegations they rais
| against Dr Thabane would probably have helped in pilix

20nsS S
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Mosisil calls

i

9

| Keiso Mohlobol

QUTHING — Democratic Congress
(DC) leader, Pakalitha Mosisili, has

| described the coalition government
- led by Prime Minister Thomas Tha-
| bane “an absolute joke”,

Addressing & DC rally in Quth-

S ing on Sunday, Dr Mosisili — who

was scceeded by Dr Thabane on 8

| June 2019 after 15 years in pover
~ | —said the current government was
+ aplayhouse” that had failed to ful

257 fil many of its promises.

Dr Thabane's All Basotho: Con-

vention (ABC), Lesotho Congress

for Democracy (LCD) and Basotho
National Party (BNP) formed a co-
alition government after the 26 May
2012 general election had failed to
produce asingle party with a major-
1ty seats in parliament.

“This coalition government an-

 nounced that after 100 days in
3| power, it would have solved all the
i challenges facing this country.

was surprised because [ knew from

g experience that 1t was not going to
B be easy,” said Dr Mosisili.

“The coalition administration has

turned two years old today, and all

T'see s poor administration and as-

# sassination of good governance.

“Thabane is not governing this
country in & democratic marner:
he has failed Basotho through his
empty promises.

“Where is the M2 020 minimum
wage that he promised textile fac:
tory workers? He also said he was
gomg to resolve the MKM saga

7 (Basotho st thousands of malot

after the Central Bank of Lesatho
closed the company in 2007 for op-

#8801 erating illegal funeral and banking

schemes) in a month's time, but
this has not happened to this day.

ovt ‘absolute

Lsomoﬁinm | June 12- 18 2014 ¢ §

Where is the M800 quarterly allow-
ance that he promised the elderly?”

He also alleged Dr Thabane had
claimed his friendship with South
African President, -Jacoh Zuma,
would enable him to ensure relaxed
immigration regulations for Baso-
tho within one week of taking over
government.

“But the situation is worsening
and [ am wondering, where is Tha-
bane’s friendship with Msholozi?

“Inmy 20-yearjourney asa Mem.
ber of Parliament (MP), 1 have built
good governance and democracy in
Lesotho; which Thabane has killed
in two years.

“In addition, this man has crip-
pled the country’s courts of law
byifging Chief Justice Mahapela
Lehohla and He recently pushed
Michael Ramodibedi to resign as
Court of Appeal President”.

Dr Mosisl also called his suc-
cessor “a. two-tongued individual
because after Lehohla’s removal,
he felt bad about it and offered him
to chair the Independent Electoral
Commission.”

He added: “Thabane has so many
shortcomings; for insfance, when
he fired the government secretary
last month, the letter of dismissal
was all over the radios and social
netsworks,

“Now he wants the Director of
Public Prosecutions and Attorney
General o give him reasons why
they cannot be dismissed from
work. Those positions are within
the constitution of this country but
‘Lekhoakhoa does not care about
the law and continues to make il-
legal decisions.”

Dr Mosisili also called upon the
prime minister to intervene in the
on-going dispute between the Le-

. k ’
sotho Defence Force and Lesotho
Mounted Police Service. |

“If the two security institutions |
are 1ot af peace with each other,
the whole country cannot be stable, i
50 the prime minister must make |
sure whatever differences might
exist between the two are resolved
as a matter of urgency”,

Dr Mosisil also spoke about the
no-confidence vote the opposition in
parliament wanted o pass on the ‘
coalition government in March this
year,

“We wanted to move a vote-of:
no-confidence motion against Tha-
bane, but it was stopped by a court |
order. What a calamity! It was a |
lawful act that is in our constity. |
tion. The court’s:duty is to tmple-
ment and interpret the law, not to
stop parliament from exercising its
rights,

“Ina democracy, there should |
be separation of powers where the |
couris should be clear that they im-
plement the law while parliament
15 the maker of the law.”

The DC leader also accused the
Minster of Health, Pinkie Ma-
namolela, of misleading the nation
by saying “our government was
wrong to build Queen ‘Mamohato
Memorial Hospital”.

“That hospital meets internation-
al standards and we are also proud
that it is named after our Queen
Mother, not that erumbling hospi-
tal (Queen Elizabeth Il Hospital)
that the government of England
donated and named after their own
queen,” he said.

Dr Menamolela must stop
saying the establishment: of the
hospital came at the wrong time
and address the issu of staff sala-
ries.”
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lhl!} N(amc A 12 % )
THE Commpnwealth- Blp-n M-
viser to Lesotho, Rojen

r
has warned the bodidon
ment uyainet filing to a

Lesot]

A hl(h powered delegation of
politicians, semior civil servants
and eivil societly representatives
vigited New Zealand from June
25 to July 5, with u view o study
the country’s governance systom.

After the tour, the Common-

10 minke rec.
c:;‘ume;ulndnm on hgno' Lesotho's
roe fou lumhna itical par-
ties — the All Basotho Conwu-
tion (ABC), luutbo Congress for
Demogragy (M'D) and  Basatho
National # (BNF) — could
improve uurlr worllin( relation-
ship which has over e
cent months over Prime M‘mhu-.r
Thomas Thabane's alluged la
of consultation when making Iuv)
governance decislons.

Dr Prasad subm
to the conlition partnems last week

“and Dr Thabane is expected to -
loase it to the public tomorrow st
n press conforence schedulod for
the Ministry of Health Auditori-
um,

It in expectod the theeo ruling
purtion will use the recommenda-
tions to nmend thelr original Co-
alition Agreemont, on which the
current governmaent was founded
after the 26 May 2012 genoral
olection had resultod in u hung
parlinment.

The report, titled “Governance
in Lesotho: Repasitioning for lunv
coan” makes several
tioos, and also warns of the wn
sequences of failing to adopt them
in their ontirety.

Reads the abridged version of
the repart: “The major recommens
dations  wore developed by ' the
dolegation and ropresont the con.
wonsus thut was reached on the
final doy of the New Zoaland visit
i “Suggostions on how to pro- °

§ the report

CommonWealth warns
- coalition government

e lgnore recommendations at your ownvperll

M Uy i
aﬁh’mt sk
tion o
vanen, Mudin‘ mmﬂt

|
y - en'clauge.

oouuouweumemmmmmumhuﬂmmmwwmm

mmmmhammm-ﬂwwwdm
the Commonwealth Secretariat.

ln » Bervice should be uu)wpod ll -n

gross lhv rocommendntions wm
1y the

Advisers and NUREZOR
tions ¢ the Gavernment of Laso-
tho und any future Lmplementas
tion u-um

1 servico da‘ilwr{xm tho ml-
wies sot by Ministors and
by Cabinet.

it has ulso been noowlml lhnl

by

Guring the one week trip hosted by the New Zealand Parfament i associ:

also nlways in-
ment on cansultation

A statoments are Bot in-
bu anerous, and usual.
esations boy

ted practice i
huaeﬂ 1ai coal
W”IG Al ‘. -'fﬂ'm -

which party aro mﬂu

tho relative oumgth
\lial- parties that make up the co
alition.

Mul (nl

7. ’nmt the C i the

Nccnnumm Itants, sit an
1Q and psychometrio test, and at-
tond o panel lnwrvmv

The panc] then mokes & recom-
mendation to the Commissioner,

are in-
fomwd by the extensive consul
tations  conducted h a wide
cross-section of interests in Leso:
tha sinee the May 2012 lection
by the Commonwealth team and
their knowledge of workings of
!hu V-wl Zonland governunce sys-

Awnfdmx to Dr ::i‘“d ‘\he

should bo

the Chief Executive

that I'rmcm-l Qrart

th Mina
that Parliament abould be mrum
enhanced to hold both Ministors
“and l'rinciﬁal Secrotaries accounta-
hlo through its various proced

nmmom

who
after consulting the Mmhw und
(.nc:n!.

Iy a

r y. with which pnrhanwm
meots for the best 6t with ite law
making and monitoring roles, and
for providing citizens with ade-
Juate accoss,

¢ the C id

separate identi-
ties: Aftor parties have agreed o
onter into o ecalition government,
many experiinee congistent ton-
sion botween trying to maintain
lhm soparate identitios - while

the noed for community education
on the role of porlismont and haw

for a period of up to oiuht YORTH,
uml may be 1

on their

The international standard is for
public servants to be appointed on
lhu bagin of their competance and
, mnd that their political

yoform  programmoe mpnw;nt an
pot of interrolsted rh-l\aa that is

views will be kept private,
® Role of the State Services Com-

pdyisablo for d
oy and unhnm':ng dovolopment.

“It i the Commonwealth Ex-
pert Adviser’s view that addross-
g only some of the recammend-
od changes will not produce the
sustainable changa that various
stukeholders have informed the
Commonwenlth team i required

| in Lesotho.

“Togother, there s every
chance that sufficient momentum
will be gainod to give citi

vornments to focus
on thase things that could 1t Le.
sotho from the group of Jeast-dos
welopod nutionn.

0 programme  suggested
hore deponds on strong leador-
ship that i focusod on doing what
ia best for the country and noth-
lult clu-

In Now Zonland, there 1s o
tripartite relati 3 the

peeformance, However, the usual
period nlnupo\nlmml is nw ymra

onn seces it
9. That the Committea reviow the

trying to create
and 0 strong |
identity,

No individual party would want
to give up thoir identity as they
will nood o nmpnum on it at the

melhod by which votes ara cant
in and o the
nwrila of introducing the casting
of pqr(y voles, an used in the Now
Z Parl in grder to in-

Chief of Defenco abd Police’ Com:
missloner is mnshhr the same as
& Chief

for the

Htate Sarvices (‘(ummmounr. Min.
ister of the Crown and Chief Exceu
tivos of Ministrios who are respon-
sible for the hiring of all stafl.

® Process for major

roform of parliament and its
procedure
. That the Government n

croape the effickoney of parliamont.
10. That the Committes recom-

next ol
M Yits

cust also hnve a juint idenlily. #0
that the eloctorate knows what to
expect from thelr governosont

mend any changes to lcg-
I the

orders or other rules govorning pn

linment.

11, That n:a mm:nm.-n Progress

the bii

Pnrlmmom-ry Reform G ittoo

and the sopa-

{the C ) to d ko a

in Now. Zealand: New Zoalond
hos  well.astablished Processon
for major aAppointments in consti-
tutionn) and semior public service
rales, some of which are doseribed
wlow: Gavernor-General: the Gov-
orno wneral ia appointed by The
Queen on advice from the i'rim-
Ministar.

The Primo  Ministor consults
with soniar Members of the Oppo-
wition to.mnke sure they nggee with
the appointment.

Thin allows for stability if the
government changes. Individusls
who have beon politically active or
stated publicly their political affili-

[
bvlhw that lmmhn

ation are pot hkely tla be appointod

tential to b

nd
pmpamy for its 1wo ml‘
Dr Prosod lists the following ln
recommendations, snd w)

(‘
= l'.muumlc called )‘l'r‘\l‘n’:
qpat taries in 2
pointment is the res; ity of
the ﬁuu Services Commkdoner. ,

why tised and -mhnu.mw v

on

ally undertake two
“ﬂl
Sibsp v B4 Q’.“.:.pr AN S

review of Lesotho's parliamenta-
ry processvs and (nstitutions, and
mmmmcnd changes, guided by the
contents of this repart and interna-
tional best practice, to make them
fit for purposs in 8 MMP environ:
ment,
2. That ull political parties orblock
of parties be representod on the
Committon,
3. That the C ite

0

ration of pnrlilnwnlnr)' aperations
from House business.

12. That the Committos raport to
parlinmont within three months of
wing established

Coalition negotiations: During
the conlition negotintion phase, dif-
ferent partios idantlfy specific pols
jebon from their election manifesto
that they want to set implemented
by a i povernmont.

recommandations nre suitod to the
cultural traditions of Lesotho,

4. That the Committeq oxamines
the hmmcz ol‘noor crouu\; on pun;

results of Elmbn lhy. lnd mg

Partios aro willing to enter m(o 2

theao  nogotiations I

v and  Conclusion:
When the Kingdom of Lesotho
adopted thd Mixed Maombor Pro-
portion. (MMF) system of gov:
ornment it did not undertake o
parnllel procoss Lo reform its gov-
CEDRBCO Fystem.

For as long as it produced ono
party government this did not
matter, !

However with tho dawn of con-
litian politics the inndequncies of |
the current system have bocome
uppun'nl

is makes tha reform pro- |
eramine urgent as futiure govern-
monuts will ulse got trapped i6to
difficaltion’ that rosult from the
mismatch  between the curront
wystem of governance and what
in actually reg | for nn MMP

want to influence the lhmchnn nf

the country in particular areas in
order to build & uuer potiety.
Co-lmom always require com:

ueatl;‘ﬁnlm that will give

Ly

B. That the Committen review the
committeos with a view

Wmﬂ the number ‘&(‘ .m:n-

intion to steer n

-nmeuful pathway that meuts the

Jmuon- of the eloctorate which

not give any ope party the min-
date ta rule an its owo.

padinment,
nch of the four mattors that
have been the fooos of the study
isit is critical to the future of Le-
sotho's pnrhnnwnmry dumoc ruq'
They all require ml'oﬂn

_visit to New Zoal

the delegation hll il ponibl.
d what will be
and w! " rre he positive
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Decisive moment
for Lesotho

HE Commonwealth Expert Adviser to Lesotho, Dr Rajen
rasad, has submitted his recommendations to the coali-

jon government, which he believes can take Lesotho outof{ |

ts current predicament,
Government’s three parties, namely the All Basotho Con-
ention (ABC), Lesotho Congress for Democracy (LCD) and
Basotho National Party (BNP), have declared a truce while
arious stakeholders seek a per g | to their
impasse, which almost saw Thomas Thabane's premiership
me to a promature end iast month,

1t has since emerged that the LCD is the black sheep
in the tripartite alliance after the party openly challenged
ABC leader, Thomas Thabane's leadership style, panicu-

arly his alleged failure to consult his fellow principals

\when making crucial decisions with'a bearing.on gov-

nee. The LCD, which is led by Deputy Prime ister

jon Metsing, showed its determination to ensure

rty receives equal recognition in government with

a sprited defence of its stance during a moeting the alli-

ance's National Executive Committees held at State House
onday this week, as reported elsewhere in this issue,

H , the C Ith report submitted to the
three ruling parties by Dr Prasad last week, present the
feuding partners with an opportunity to iron out their dif-
ferences once and for all, and without any of the leaders
losing face.

In addition, Dr Prasad’s recommendations provide guide-
lines for future coalition governments, which would ensure
Lesotho does not find herself in a similar, power-struggle
predicament ever again.

According to the report, the recommendations are the re-
sult of New Zealand's own experience under very successful
| coalition governments, as well as input from various Leso-
tho stakeholders.

What probably makes the even more
suited to the Lesotho situation is the fact that the 25-mem-
ber delegation of local politici senior civil servants and
civil society representatives, as woll as a member of the
clergy, which visited New Zealand early this month, made

luable contributions in the ilation of the report,

In his recommendations, Dr Prasad makes it clear that
selectively adopting the report when amending the Coali-
tion Agreement on which the coalition government was
founded in June 2012, would be folly for the alliance.

“It is the Commonwealth Expert Adviser's view that ad-
dressing only some of the recommended changes will not
gﬂmduoe the sustainable change that various stakeholders

a

RIGHT at the time when Basotho were
iously iting g 's word

on how it plan to move forward with

| the New Zealand report, Prime Minis-
| ter Thomas Thabane officially launched
| the national status report on the Mil-
lennium Development Goals, It was re-

l vealed that of the eight goals the nation
| has set, Lesotho is on track on educa-
tion, and gender equality while doing
fairly well in the fight against HIV-and
AIDS, It was also revealed that the
country is doing relatively well on the
environment, particularly the target
on water, while off track on maternal
health, child“ n"wrt‘ality and poverty

ment, the New Zealand report imme-
diately came to mind with the question
of what coalition governments serve in
| Lesotho begged for a response.

The Millennium Devels Goals

cUTTING(N 5

30 percent of the development budget
returns unused every other year?

This is clearly a governance issue,
The report by the auditor-general is
avery other year qualified and the par-
I y Public A C i
report which is informed by the audi-

Report has been launched nt a time

ve informed the Ci Ith team is required in Le-
sotho. Together, thore is every chance that sufficient mo-
mentum will be gained to give citizens confidence in their
governments and will enable governments to focus on those
things that could lift Lesotho from the group of least-dovel-
oped nations, The prog: gested here depends on
strong leadership that is focused %n doing what is best for

he b Advi

when Lesotho and the rest of the in-
1 ity are prepari
for the strategic continuity of the com-
mitment beyond the year 2015. The
process referred to as Post 2015 De-
velopment Agenda is supposed to be
an extension of the global leadership!

1 is equally full of irregulari-
ties identifying officials by name and
the wrongdoings committed. The gov-
ernment that Basotho need is one that
will be able to overcome the inatitu-
tional capacity limitations and ensure
that are propezly th Ned
to reverse the trend ex by the Mil-
lennium Devel Goals Report.

to the devel of hu-

the country and nothing else. Jth /

believe that Lesotho has the potential to become a leading
example of participatory democracy in Africa, and through
this, progress prosperity for its two million citizens,” reads
an excerpt from the report.

It is this reminder that the report is not for the benefit of
the leaders of the BNP, LCD and ABC but the whole coun-
try as only a functional democracy can ensure the economic
wellbeing of the entire Basotho nation.

The report also makes it clear that it would be the guid-
ing de for conlition gov that will come well
after the current ABC/LCD/BNP alliance is but a distant
memory.

It is this larger picture that the leadership of these three
parties should consider as they enter this decisive phase

| of their negotiations for reconciliation talks, which would

| involve amending their original Coalition Agreement, as

| well as setting the ground rules for the establishment of
multiparty governments in future.

Lesotho's future lies in the hands of the leaders of these
three parties, which is why we urge them to remember that
theirs is a big responsibility which calls for a sober, selfiess
and mature leadership.

manity beyond 2015 which marks the
deadline for nationally-led and people-
awned processes.

Lesotho started the consultation pro-
cess for Post 2015 Development Agenda
where community voices were heard in
the 10 administrative districts of the
country. In light of the country’s un-
impressive performance in respect to
the MDGs and perbaps many other de-
velopment policies and commitments,
gow b a key in
attaining development, The weak gov-
ernance structure in this country has
been identified as one of the challenges
for development.

On many occasions, Basotho com-
| plain of poor service delivery and told to
make peace with the fact that resources
are scarce. Given Lesotho's resource
base and v this is an iabl

Now that Basotho are ready to hear
from government on how it wants to
handle the advice given on managing
coalition governments, we should con-
sider that coalition governments are
not as effective in service delivery.

Our civil service should be built on
the competences of Basotho and which
should be reflected in the use of the
Post 2015 Development Agenda to re-
verse the challenges highlighted situ-
ation in the Millennium Devel

'Coalition government should justify existence:

sures that no children below five ye
of age dic of preventable diseases.

ition governments should be
made functional not enly to provide se
curity of tenure to the politicians who
lead such governments but assurancel
that poverty is eradicated, capacity is}

h d, and proced in
troduced and adhered to.

The commitments made by principal
secretaries to serve to the best of then
ability to uplift the lives of Basotho
should be understood in the context of
ensuring service delivery to the peopl

What should Basotho take this
commitment to mean? It should be
commitment to use the Post 2015 D
velopment Agenda to ensure the unims
plemented policies are i d. 1t
should be understood by the nation ta
mean a dedication to ensure that wha
Vision 2020 provides as a blue prin
for development is followed. This n

itment by the principal secretar:
ies should not be viewed as just anothel

facilitate its fulfilment. What exactl;
should the elevation of Rejun Prasad
to the level of Commonwealth Speci
Envoy to Lesotho read with the launch
of the Millennium Development
Report, coinciding with civil society dij
alogue around Post 2016 Development
Agenda mean to Basotho? It should nof
be another window dressing sessio
but a real new start and commitmen
that all those who are entrusted wi
the responsibility to serve the nation dg
s0 with diligence to make the Millen

Goanls Report,

It would be nonsensical, if not down-
right unfair, to his nation if our leaders
invest become comfortable in & coali-
tion setup merely for the sake of it and
not to ensure that mothers do not lose
life when they deliver.

1f Basotho need a stable government,
that stability should not be limited to

fact but what politicians should be com-
pelled nd to is why not less than

who in power and how that
power is brokered and shared among

nium D pment Goals a reality.
The best gift that our leaders, bof
in government and in opposition, caf
give to Basotho is to ensure reforn
in governance, repositioning of pay
liamentary and governance processed
to the requirements of Mixed Membe
Proportional have, as their base, a da
gire to turn the Post 2015 Developme:
Agenda into a momentous process fo
the realisation of the goale and target]
of the national desxigned developmen
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ADC just bullying Lesotho

system of demoeratic governance

emmonts, a to know of their veoture and
mmeesage to the summit? Did chey have the mandate
dmmcmlhenmnuln}ehmdmh

NATIONAL L

hltmmmlmlpwu.»hmdm-
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o E&?&unm i Hod all the oce)reecios beon
- Utloang Kajeno exhassteds Lait proper to atisvd a syt without

< party or
government of national unity, the sitting masg z the guise of the LCN? Wero they
prosident, Robort llnnbo.ywu from n  actingin thelr persanal caj ities or for the LCN, as
'diﬂumzﬁmialrnywmmmpnn a cotlective? These are salkent questions that czy out
minister, ‘svangirai, brlmnlhulb»nmmwdm;w«nm
mtwmahnﬂyumonamhiu'mhpumldm ..
fo the extent that during one of his rallies, Az for the it's nction, the bloc has «
Tavangirai wos severoly assaulted. Now if & procedent that I honestly doube it will follow. His-
* these axamples are not manifestations of tory and future ovents shall fjudge them. Thoy are
Y. | political instadility, then toll me whns they not far-away, I know.
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it was precoded by A tright bickerin,
bockling of the president about the mul-  to the extnt that thelr infighting borders
lhnﬂlm~mh_)h upgrade. Just on political hlu;:ahﬂil);‘.’ l‘il: Lesotho
) £ exception in regard, That is wi
g of Parlinmont after Parliament has tiparty parlinment of t adeli
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receding  dissalved as the eatiee Parlinment was

The time appointed for the meee.

Political int
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The Concise Oxford English dictionary (
defines the word “sovervign” as (of a nation S e )

or its affairs) acting or

“Mark my words, T am not saying. value
Lesohio d6és not havé domestie .,fo"'
“political: problems. If SADC is 10
'uscl"-'s,""', hl. as
a yardstick, then no country would
be eligible for the chairmanship: of
any Organ

munity (SADC) leaders, want to conve-
Mymmmwltw}wha

sovereign country with o that, any rote, was nover followed or will never.
Nko‘nuﬂa.,uo.hth_-&up_rmhw. i h’l"ollwadint.bomnfm.
SADC, in its founding iples and in: - dissolved; thus rend ing this ittees It cannot be i

4
overemphasised that

. and jealously pro- 3 Constitution empowers His Mm?u:]
muth--ngmvmdmmhvlmx;m The fact is, even in South Africa, pro- prorogue parliament on the advice the,
mth-nlurguhﬂnumbon'l‘@-wq»— vipcial as: well as national parliamoents prime minister, far not mere than nine
ciple of non-intarference and Y in. are disrupted routinely, At the Farlam nonlhn.l\mi.wmmmrymuldh
mm«mmhm, Comusission of Inquiry into the Marikans  uncopstitul

among others, when fundamental buman  deaths, South Africa’s deputy president,  In a smilar vein, it cannot be conyine
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threatening war against another state. chestrated the killings by unduly influenc: before, internati law ;ﬂ:':.m‘
Mhmbomdni-dlhchunu iqmlnimnnd&hekaxyughwu ference in the domestic affairs of another
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Governzment Summit heid in the Zimba- iuloﬁopnlo-:mbythmnw-hun i- duSum-eh-.l}wm.lhhhno\h

wore eventually taide interventions and
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yet the party is at the forefront of 0 and the other at the ruling party’s head. Mmkruhcuhdounu'iphhlh
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Scrutator

August 28 - Spetember 3 2014) Lesoth("lim

'HIS week | will dedicate this column to a
ull and heartfelt apology to Acting Chief Jus-
ice Tieliso Monaphati over our monumental
goofing with his picture last week.

I sincerely hope the good judge will find it

n him to accopt this apology and allow us to

ove on without any further ruckus.

Followers of this column will have noticed

huge ¢rror on this page last week in which
he good acting chief justice’s photograph was
published under the wrong caption of one
Retselisitsoe Khotsi. The photograph of Dep
ty Prime Minister Mothotjon Metsing, aka
Ir Marsmallow, was mistakenly eaptioned
iZimbabwean opposition leader Morgan Ts.
pangirai®,

These two tragic errors were not Serutator’s
ttempt at erude humour, Not at all. These
bere legitimhite errors by o wretched sub edi-
jor who slept an the job. I will proceed to ex
lain why | oxtend a full apology to Ntante
onaphati and a half apology to Metsing
Ntante Manaphati deserves a full apology
ecause, of all bad things that anyone can en-
ure in their) », nothing is bad as being
onfused with Rotselisitsoe Khetsi.

Hore is & man who occupied the apex of ad-
punistrative 'power at the Ministry of Home
MYnirs as principal secrotary. Here is o man
pho sold ous impoverished Kingdom for a
b to that gluttonous group of Israclis who
jnss under the name of Nikuy International

jects,

Those who care to keep themselves current
ith the news will know that Khetsi ia now
h court over allegations that he received a
15 million bribe in exchange of giving Nikuy

contract worth more than M300 milion to

int our electronic passports and identity
peuments without a competitive bidding
& 18 required by law.

kuv's executives can wake up on any
day and claim more millions for all man-
r of unverifiable work under their Khotsi
spired contract.
Nikuv has already been lavished with
300 million of taxpayers but wants more.
few weeks back, the company wus in the
ws for demanding M38 million more for
me vague work failing which they would
bp printing passports,
IThe coalition government, that inherited
is stinking contract from the Provious ro-
Ime of Mr Size Two, had to o to court to stop
uy from implemonting its threat.
Serutator cannot predict the verdict on
hetsi's bribery case. But even if he is acquit-
g, he will remain guilty in the court of pub-
opinion,
tHe will particularly be guilty in Scrutator's
aria court. He will then have his heard,
nds and legs chopped off. Why a man would
fpass all tender proceedings to land us a
nl with a dubious company not known for
ly best practices in its claimed area of ex-
ise shall forever astonish history.
Because of Khetsi's eagerness to trash any
ptense at transparency, alrendy emaciated
sotho taxpayers are now lumbered with a
lective contract that will see them being
tked further. All thanks to Khetsi and his
for Israeli chocolates and strawberries,

] he contract is so open onded that Ni-

L is against this backdrop that Scrutator
bolieves that mistaking Ntante Monapha-
thi to Khotsi is unforgivable. The sub edi-
f responsible for this era deserves his Shar-
punishment. Scrutator can confidently
re Ntante Monaphathi that Sharia dis-
flinary proceedings are underway against
b culprit.
¥ou can be rest 1 Ntante Monaph

Full apology to M

onaphathi,

half apology to Metsing

DEPUTY Prime Maister Motheyoa Melsing

limited to supplying the article to the pro-
duction desk, After the editor has approved
the articlo, it's passed on to the production
degk whero a sub editor must re-rend it again
and place it appropriately on the page while

PRIME Minister Thomas Thabane

Scrutator will only extend o half-heartod
apology to Metsing over this error. Confusing
Metsing to Tsvangirai should be regarded as
an oxcusable and forgivable error

You see, Metsing and Tsvangirai have a lot

choosing the right pictures to pany it,

The page is then PDFed and sent to the
printers for printing alongside other pages
constituting the newspaper. So there are cer-
tainly many players involved. If one of those
players turns out to be as wretched us Khet-
si, then mistakes will ensue.

This of course does not justify the horron-
dous mistake of last week. Which is why a
full apology to you Ntante is in order,

Another reason why the Acting Chief Jus-
tice deserves o full apology is that he is gen-
erally a good man. Like our Prime Ministor
Thomas Thab Ntante Monuphathi is im.
mensely handsome.

In fact, Scrutator has heard that whenever
Thabane and Monaphathi officiate at the
same function, the ladies battle to get cither
man's attention,

It becomes a real contest of who will prob:

Monaphathi 1 alsoin “telf |
tleman, His emnation
called lawyers who
have proliferated
in Lesotho over the
years und who op-
erato their practic-
o8 “from the boots
of their second
hand ear vohicles”
was spot on. It's
refreshing to have
such a candid ju.
rist at the apex of our judiciary.

Despite his admirable record, it's regret-
table that Monaphati will not land the post
of chief justice in a permanent capacity,

A previous press roport suggested that
a South African judge will be imported by

b

¢ A" gen-

.ably land the prettiest uf&ﬁ; all, Ntante

that Serutator did not contribute in any
Y to this error and I'absolve myself of any
jme. A newsroom pretty much works like &
t of law with its many players competing
Ir one issue, The judge sits in his chair to
the case of litigants. After the litigants”
yers have pulled cach other's throats, the
go will consider their arguments and then
s judgment,
the same way, Scrutator’s role is only

Thabane to be ive chief justice. One
can only hope that this is not a result of Tha-
bane’s sour grapes over the handsome stakes.

ile Scrutator considers it just to
grant Monapathi a full apology, I.

am not inclined to be so generous to
Motsing. ’
Metsing’s photograph was mistakenly pub-
lished under the name of Zimbabwean horny
opposition leader Morgan Tsvangirai.

Scrutator

in ¢ Both gentlemen are immensely
out of their depth as politicians. N

Tsvangirai won the 2008 presidential eloc.
tions but ended up as junior partner in a co-
alition government led by Mugabe.

The 90 year old Mugabe ran rounds and
rings over Tsvangirai during the tenure of
the entire so called coalition government,

In fact, by the ¢nd of the coalition regime
in Zimbabwe, Tsvangirai had been proven to
be a wenk willed, incompetent politician who,
Jjust like Metsing, equally deserved the epi-
thet Mr Marshmallow,

In fact Tsvangirai got so enthralled with
the trappings of power that he forgot that
new olections would follow. Instead of us-
ing his position in the coalition government
to try and even out the political playing field
which had been so much skewed against him
in previous elections, Tsvangirai concentrat-
od on bedding one woman after another,

His detractors ended up agcusing him of

‘themany 50 being an “open.zip-and shut mind". politi-

cian. He was
consequently
trounced by
Mugabe in
elections  last
{ year.

crutator
sees a lot
of Tsyan-

girai's  traits
in Metsing. There is of course no suggestion
that Metsing has been keeping his pants
down for most of his time in the coalition
government.

However, it's self-ovident that as a politi:
cian, Metsing is as weak-willed as Tsvangi.
i,

Thabane has thus deservedly ran rounds
over the deputy prime ministor who seems at
sea about how to respond to the shrewd and
willy ABC leader.

Today Metsing is entering into & marriage
with the DC, tomorrow he is renouncing the
same to go back to Thabane. Such indocisive-
ness is the hallmark of Tsvangirai, It's clear
that Metsing does not want to call Thabane's
bluff.

ACTING Chief Justice Téeiiso Monaphati

The DPM is so scared that if he does the
right thing; that is completoly pull out of the
coalition and compel Thabane to call for fresh
elections, then his career might be over. So
he will whine and whimper in the hope that
some miracle will happen and Thabane will
start respecting him. That won't happen.
Metsing is doomed to remain a junior partner
for s long as the coalition exists.

Then there is the issue of Metsing going to
court to try and block efforts to have him ex-
plain the steady flow of huge amounts into his
bank account. As Scrutator said lnst week,
this is one of the most laughable court eases
to grace our judiciary since the invention of
formal rules of law,

our politicians to amass as much wealth |

as possible and not be compelled to justify
how and why when their conduct inevitahly
raises eyebrows about the legitimacy of their
wealth?

In fact, civilized democracies elsewhere
make it compulsory for politicians to declare
their wealth before assuming high office. If a
politician  has earned their woalth honestly
and through hard work, then why not just
say 80 and declare the source. Why go to great |
lengths to try and avoid answering simple
and straight forward questions.

Coincidentally, the so called Bib Brave
Construction company, which won lucrative
tenders to build roads, and which has been
linked to Metsing in past press reports, has
reportedly abandoned its projects while run.
ning away with our moolah,

One would think that this is more of a rea-
son why Metsing should declare his bonafides
and disclose the sources of his wealth as well
as explain his alleged connections to this com-
pany. But alas, accoyntability and transpar-
ency seem not to exist in the lexicon of Leso.
tho politicians,

By seeking constitutional legal cover on
quostions to which he should provide simple
and straight forward answers, Metsing has
opened himself and his party to speculation
and conjecture that may well hurt and haunt
them for the unforeseenblo future,

Moreso if he loses his case to hide the soure-
es of his wealth as Scrutator, in her wisdom,
can predict he certainly will

Ache!l!

scrutator266@gmail.com

'Ia Metsing suggesting that it's good for
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SADC has let Lesotho down

THE Southern African Development Com-
munity (SADC) and its so-called Organ on
Politics Defence and Security have once
again proven what ineffectual, inconsequen-
tial and comatose institutions they are,

In fact, SADC has taken two fatal deci-
sions in the last two weeks that have proven
beyond doubt that the regional body is out
of syne with reality and cannot be trusted to
act as a custodian of regional peace, security
and democracy.

Firstly after a long spell, SADC decided
to elevate Zimbabwean President Robert
Mugabe to become its chairman. Here is a
brutal, murderous dictator who has clung
to power through systematic murder, tor-
ture and destruction of his once prosper-
ous country. The mayhem Mr Mugabe has
inflicted on his own country has made him
an international parish. He is one of only a
few African leaders omitted from President
Barack Obama’s recent venerable US-Africa
summit,

But despite Mr Mugabe’s ignoble record,

C saw it fit o elevate him to the bloc’s
leadership. In fact, if it were not for South
Africa and SADC’s support, Mr Mugabe
would long have been history. The 90-year
old dictator, who has made it clear he wants
to rule till he is 100, is in line to become the
next chairman of the African Union (AU),

Wind-back to 1975 when the AU's fore-
runner, the Organisation of Africa Unity
(OAU), saw it fit to award its chairman-
ship to the buffoonish Ugandan butcher,
Idi Dada Amin, whilst he was on a killing
spree of thousands of his poople and expel-
ling successful Asian business people. What
does this all make of Africa’s regional and
continental bodies? Ordinary Africans can-
not look up to them as custodians of their

COMMENT

SADC's fashionabl
persistent fumbling.

Here is a small country with an army com-
mander who has made it clear, in both words
and actions, that he will not hesitate to kill
to secure his seat. The army commander’s
dismissal has been gazetted in line with the
law but he has made it clear that he will not
¥o. Here is an army commander who bra-
unly led n puuch a(urkuxg and causing
cluster,

languid approach and

Jwith whom he should be warhng to foster

peace and security in the country. Here is a

der who has basically evolved into
a law unto himself and is effectively hold-
ing this country to ransom. “Fire meé and [
will cause unprecedented bloodshed.” is the
message Lieutenant General Tlali Kamoli
is essentially sending out to King Letsie I1I,
Prime Minister Thomas Thabane, and the
whale world.

Sensing danger, the Americans have
closed their embassy in Maseru and nsso-
ciated American agencies. They bave also
sent their citizens into South Africa and let
their local workers work from home. When
the Amvrmuu nkn such dnnhc stops, in-

d by their llent and
unpnra“l\lod intelligenco nelworlu. then it's
ample evidence that they know something
the rest of us 't. The National Ummnaly
of Lesotho has equally taken precautionary
messures and shut down indefinitely. Many
Basotho remain with either both or one
in South Africa, unsure whether they shoul
return or not.

While the situation on the surface in the
streets appears calm and normal, the ac-
tions of many, including the Americans,
rightly suggest that trouble is in the air.

We cannot !ulhom any other scenario that

much elusive prosperity and d

force than the one

Y.
Enter Lesotho this week with its coup
l problems nnd we agsin see evidence of

we face i m Lesotho. Yet SADC refused out-
right Dr Thabane's request for troops, pre-

ferring to assist him only with his private
security arrangements.

In a nutshell, SADC’s decision is daft and
unacceptable. We are not at all suggest-
ing that SADC should have authorised &
wholesale military intervention to engage
militarily against Lieutenant General hn
moli and secure Dr Thabane’s

Thabane. But the fact that he was pot con-
sulted, again, does not impeach the King's
right to make the appointment on the advice
of the premier. We have repeatedly said Mr
Metsing’s Coalition Agreement with Dr Tha-
kuunc isnota leunlly hndm;mn-ulunon

1 s und di

But it should be-obvious to even the dumh
est SADC Jeader, and the body has quite
few of them, that Lt General Kamoli has ef-
fectively created @& security vacuum by his
attacks and disarming of the police force,
many of whose officers have fled the coun-
try. It should also be clear that Lt General
Kamoli's declaration that “I am not going
anywhere” is a recipe for major disaster,

Will King Letsie 111, on the ndvice of Mr
Thabane, have to endure the humiliation
of rescinding the notice in the Government
Gazette and officially reinstate Lt General
Kamoli for the sake of peace in the country?
If that hapgona what precedent will it set?
What will happen if any future command-
er aftor Lt Genoral Kamali takes a similar
route ind refuses to go upan being fired. The

ressonable and  step is for the
ing, on the advice of Dr. e |
o his guns and to fire Lt General Ka

We couldn't agree more with Home Aﬂ'um
Minister Joang Molapo and Mines Minister
Tiali Khasu that the legal notice No. 64 of
2014, s tino Brioadier M, 1
Mahao, must be respected and Lt General
Kamoli must vacate his seat.

While it can be debated on the appropri-
ateness or otherwise of Brigadier Mahao's
appointment in light of his court martial.
But the fact that King Letsie has the right to
make llte uppolnlmem ‘on the advice o! dw

between lbem If Mr Mtuung is aggrieved
at not being consulted, he must take on Dr
Thabane and withdraw from the coalition,
It's Mr Metsing's legal right to seck & now
partner and form a new coalition toppling
Dr Thabane from power if he so wishes. But
Mr Metsing cannot stop legal appointments
simply because he was not consulted and his
party is wrong in saying Brigadior Mahao's
nppomtnwnl s null und \-md for lnnk‘of mn

This
ing logal and polmml lssxw.s us not ukmg us
anywhere.

The lame SADC brokered agreement, re-
ported elsewhoere in this newspaper, not
rosolve the core of the crisis here. We have
any army commander who has mobilised the
army to fight if he is fired. We have an army
commander who has no respect for the rule
of law as evidenced by many of his recent
actions, not least his refusal to hnndmrer

licated in the d mur-
ders of innocent people. We have an army
commander prepared to kill anyone who dis-
agrees with him.

Because of all this and & number of other
factors, the appropriste way for SADC to
deal with the crisis here would have been to
at least authorise a peacekeeping force to,
among other things, facilitate the return of
police officers to their stations and ensure
they resumo uponmnnn. to guarantee the

of all those to Lt Gen-

Prime
Losotho Congress for Democncy (LCD)
leader, Mothetjon Metsing. has every right

to complain that he was not consulted by Dr

eral Kamoli, and to protect ardmnry citizens
should he unleash his army for yet another
round of bloodshed.

EVERY Mosotho citizen is wonder-
‘h\g whethor the political bigotry
iz ever going to stop. We have wit-
inessed an excess of amazing inci-
idents in the legislative assembly

Is the bigotry ever going to stop?

amongst the citizens.

This country may have had a po-
litical impasse in 1970 when the
then prime minister susponded the
constitution, which action conse-

such as sit-ins, walk-outs when pro-
found matters such as the amend-
ments to the constitution are be-
ing tabled, members sleeping in
the legislative assembly and being
forcefully hauled out of the house,
singing, chanting, and this has bred
| mistrust of the politicians and what
| they purport to stand for.

The transformation of our current
parliamentary model is not the in-
tellectual property of any political
party leader, be it lb- prime min
mar and h:hmlmon partners, th

©

and opposition parties,
No Tum acting alone in his Ihu
ity should ever ima,
in hnnnr t dreams that

£

sow hatred rather than peace and
a stable democracy embraced by all
Basotho citizens.

in his speech at the Cairo Uni-
versity, in the first black
president of the United States of
America Prosident Barrack Obama
said it's easier to start wars than
to end them, and it's also easier to

blame others than to look inward.
President Obama further said
it's easier to see what is different
about others than what they share
and urged people to choose the
ight path, not just the easy path.
i Obama's 3

Concemed citizen

VISIOns supreme law
country, our constitution, and the
intention of Pople who drafted it.

o A 5 -

nt
tbvnld.pplywallpeaeelwinxw
i ians in the legislative as.
® sembly and must prevail
palitical parties in our country.

can make
hu/hu -ole mponn'bthty

p-rlumnunam of the same party,
relationships between different par-
ties, relationships between parties
with an election pact and coalition
partners will have differences, but
political relationships defined by
differences nh:)nhl:l not empawcr

should also not be seen
as on opinion to be debated but
rather a fact to be realised and ac-
cepted by all politicians.

o bill
of rights and every knows that
l)o:%n is a free and democratic
country governed under or by the
el el g g
ple enjoy t 0 agree an
agree to thma And issues l.bry feel

vmh.ulon ulhn.eqmmnoeor
‘h within the confines

One of the most points
of contention in the political arena
is the eomnw\lyuudwrdot’nn
impasse in our palitics, Perhaps w
need to define and/or identify wh-l

a political im is basing our
S deb an the pro-

of the law. We have in the past seen
people hurling insults and abuse at

of a split and after a split, Now,
the question that comes to people’s
minds is wbcrcthur such an act is

quently lod to a civil war, in 1998
when some towns were !orchtd. and
the of the [

2liad

oflhltplmhrmlrrim pmor
gahtmorwhauwncuonlylwte
r¥ Hreswdniding

a divorce.
Be that as it may, polmul

dent Political Authority (IPA) hieh
introduced current parlinmen-
tary model to complement the first-
w-lh&pou model, which was also
ly duput:hd by annu::: puuu

ties are d to

certain procedures i they suspect
and are convinced that other par-
ties are not playing according to the

Thuwmtryhuexpcnmda

e
mentary seats following e weuon
pacts.

Be the judge, is the current politi-
cal imp.m a myth pexwtutnd by

i (T

series
be-

parties i
ion and after local and general
elections, and calling for interven-
tion of the judiciary and/or media-
tion and conciliation by external
parties, -mhu has been loing on

. y Yeavod

partnor
;n:d« tha guuo nl‘ :lx;cuu\'- author-
ity fi
absence of zond faith umongurlhc

m or phabu of &8 mo-
denoe :qnm-t the
the an

since the
of this country,

As a matter of fact, disagree-
ments between political parties
before and after elections is not
unique to Lesotho, it happens all
over the world, but the unique
featuro of our disagreements is
that political parties sow hatred

A Jocal pastor ol nne Pentecostal
chuuhnyiemmmumdnngerou‘
if they are not mansged, and that
emotions are to human beings what

signs are 1o a driver. Emo-
tions, pain, and suffering are the
signs of & need to improve and build
one’s direction.
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habane to dissolve parliament

after SADC brokers deal to reopen it on 19 September 2014

ufl Reporters
IME Minister Thomas Thabane returned
ne late morning yestorday under heavy
uth African guard after surviving last Fri
y's attompted coup led by Lesotho Defence
ce (LDF) Commuander Tlali Knmoli
) Thabane and his coalition government
tners were due to begin implementing o
DC-brokered agreement that compels the
f to recopen Parlinment on 19 September
14 and faco a possible no-confidonce vote.
'h.- Democratic Congress (DC) and Leso
Congresa for Democracy (LCD) remain
nmant that thoy want him out.  LOD lead-
Mothetjon Metsing told the SABC upon
roturn from Pretoria on Tuesday that he
anot guarantoe that Dr l'hul-.nm would
it face & noconfidence motion ae “I am not
ponsible for parliamentary processos and
at all Ml’- want”
The DC, which was colebrating “victory™ af-
the PM fled to South Africa on Friday, hos

the po-confidence votg as soon as the Nin-
nal Assembly opens.

Bat instead of facing the cortikin no-confi
00 W the Lesotho Times has been au
itatively informed that Dr Thabane will

toadd, opt to dissolve Parlinment soon after
re-opening and order fresh oloctions. This

realistically the only way Dr Thabane can

id & no-confidence motion.

Section 83 (1) of the constitution empowers

o King, on the advice of the Prime Ministe:

"at any time, prorogue or dissolve Parlia-

ent”

This techuically empowers the PM to order
dissolution of Parliament bofore it consid-

s any motions against him.

Soction 83 (b) of the Constitution, also em-

wers Dr Thabane to ndvice the King to dis-

vo Parliamont within threo days after it
sses 4 no-confidonce vote against the gov-
nment

But the option of dissolving Parlinment un.

r Section 83 (1) presonts less legal hurdles
the PM than doing it after the pagsing of »
confidence vote in terms of Section 83 (4)

With no money to conduct elections within

» three months designated by the Constitu-
. aftor the dissolution of Parliament, Dr

abane would probably attain more time

prolong his stay in power and re-align his
frategies before facing a fresh national vote

But Dr Thabane would also haye to glear

he hurdle prosented by Section 83 (n) .which

Inpowers the King to refuse to dissolve Par-

inent if ho congiders that such a dissolution

ould not be in the intorests of Lesotho®, on
he advice of the Council of State,

Howover, with the Council of State seem.

gly having more Prime Ministerial sym-

nthisers or appointees, Dr Thaban

FROM loft Moho Malie, Mothetioa Matsing, Thomas Thabane, Jocob Zuma, Thesele Maserane, wwrm:aMmeanxnmngwramau;
parkament

(beiow) 1o fe-open

SOVERNMENT OF THE KINGDOM OF LE

mvunmmummmummm
BOTHO

Vaal w01 198 Moyamy Krg
Bahamoar 210 b wvine o e g of P

Lebin 8 o e Krgion of Lasrs o0 B9 ¢
Pavarren prorgaen,

Arigen T Pemerant it 80 sterdast icotres 00 1B Begremter

haily overcome that hurdle
Sources say it is now impossible to avoid »
seolution of Parlinment in ns much as it is

i

) mww»_np‘w-«-—udw pcghe of

possible to avoid its re-opening on 19 Sop-
mber 2014
The PM and his coalition partners, Mr Mot-
ng of the LCD, and Thesele paaribane of

asotho National Party (BNP), signed a
Dnhdvn( 1l declaration in Pretoria at the
pockend, witnessed by President Jacob Zuma
nd  SADC exocutive secrotary, Stergomena
b x, in which thoy agreed on tho steps lead-
b to the reopening of Parliament (soe the
pufidential agreement below)
The declaration compels tho throo coalition
jrtion to hold a joint meeting of their execu-
ve committess on 3 September, meet with
ing lotsic 5 September “to advise him
b lifting the prorogation of Parliament” and
b onsure the re-opening of Parlinment on 19
uh'nxlur 2014

g of the executive committoes

s schoduled yesterday and its

Home Affairs Minister Joang Molapo, do
pribod is #s an important “confidence build-
i IDBABIY
However, the animosity between the LCD
nd ABC romaing palpable and it seems cloar
hat Dr Thabane cannot believe any promises
Lo poss A te-of-no-confide againat
i, offectively making dissolution just after
arllamont re-of
contingont of South African Polico
ith African National
o Force (SANDF) mogbers helped Dr
ibane return and are now pecuring his of;
Fhal residonco aod office
In foct, uniformed, hea
ficors stood guard at the

nrmuod SAPS
trance of State

P4 Kot 1) sveoe RaEn be ww eeie B e
Krgpham, a

mnuuw
irdormed o0 Eo

Mool ot ot e s el € e
We wnieiine 14 boms Hon Beotny Pasbedt jasits O
Orpen

House yestorday

There was o mini-scuffte carlier when the
South African police and army tried to re-
wove all Lesotho Defence Forco (LDF) sol-
diers from State House and the latter tried
to resist but gave in afterwards, presumably
bocause of the sheer sizeable numbers of the
South African socurity contingent.

The significant presence af the South Af.
rhean socurity personnel will most likely
guarantee Dr Thabape peaceful nights for
now and possibly deter LDF Commander Ka
moli from taking any further military action

ainst the PM.

amoli attempted a coup Inst Friday when
he deployed the army to disarm the polico,
who are loyal to Dr Thabane, and tred to
soize the PM from State House to frog-march
him to the main Radio Lesotho stition to
force him to announce that he had quit

However, Dr Thabane, whoso bodyguards
had been on slert for trouble ahead of an
announcoment {6 fire Kamoli and had boen
tipped by thelp friends within the LDE whd
knew of Kamoli's plan, and not by SA special
forces as some modia feprta have claimed,

managed to flee to safety in Ladybrand,
South Africa, before the soldiers pounced.
While Dr Thabane is now und-vr hoavy SA
SADC haw al op “technical
unit” that is nssessing the sity .unn to report
bisck to the mother-body,

Dr Thabane managed to secure good SA
wecurity for himself aftor fuiling to get the
military intervention ho wanted to stabilise
his nupmunn}w(l Kingdom

Still the visible presence of SA security per-
sonnel is not mollifying Basotho, with many
wtill expocting trouble if De Thabane insists
on firing Kamoli, as his aides say he will

he LDF commander has said he will fight
to the last man despite roportedly planning
to nlsd lodge a court challenge agninst his
dismissal

The National University of Lesotho (NUL)
has beon shut indefinitely and the US closed
its embossy and associated agencies and de-
ployed citizens to SA while locals are working
from home.

\ Dr Thabane wie whisked through the bors
dér in two discreot drdinary Lesotho govern-
ment bakkies latt yostorday morning

When his official long motarcarde of black
Hmousines possed through the border and
caught evervone's attention, the premier was
aleendy at his official residonco

Sovoral SAPS and SANDF members. some
in vehioles marked VIP Protection Unit, had
arrived late on Thursdey 1o prepare for Dy
Thabane's arvival,

Commissioner of Polico Khothateo Thooana
aleo roturned under hosvy SA police guard

He addressed o press conforence lute yo
torday, guarded by uniformed SA soldie:
and ealled all polioe officers, who had aban-
doned thelr stations, to return to work (see
story on Page 4)

Muaparankoo Mahao, who was appainted
new LDF commander on Friday but survived
an sttack on hix house during Kamoli's coup
bid, insisted that he was now commanders and
talks were underway between Dr Thabane
and the SADC delegation in Maseru for o
*rondmop leading to a change of command”
(woe story on Page 10).

Kamoli hos nonetheless vowed to fight to
the last man and the sation swaits his next
actions with much snxioty
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sooana implicates
etsing in army attack

OMMISSIONER of Police KhothatsoTiooana speaks during a press

Leiso Mohloboli

esotho Mounted P()‘K‘l' %rwcu (LMPS) Com -
missioner, Khothat s members
of the Lesotho l)n(cnm Forvo (.DF), who ruid-
od three M.nwm I-\olu'u stations at lhe week-

ol Police

Tang died on the scone of -lmounu. while
hor frwnd Jane was injured and taken to
the M ital. Police ro-

they were
times by w!dur- guard.

ing Lisutenant Goneral Knmuli' home,
the LDFs

nd, had m the
bn-going  corruption investiga ns mnn
Deputy Prime Minister Mothotjon Mou
‘ommissioner Téooana also told uu: Le-
otho Times that the soldiers had asked for
!ormnmm about police i
e bombings of his Ha Abj
f two Moshoeshoo 1 families on 27 January
is year.
The Commissionor—who fled to South Af.
alongside follow senior police officors
OOn. nﬁor \lw army -mrmod Mauaseru-Central,
oe and Ha-Mab Police
nuon on Saturday morning — further said
the soldicrs demandoed dockots arding in-
-n tions into the shooting of Liseho Tang
hﬁ» nne near LDF Commander Liou-
n-n neral Tlali Kamoli's Ha Legelo re
[dence on 10 May this year,

clnnnl that Saturday's rnd was to confiscate
firearms the police were about to give to All
Basotho Convention (ABC) youths, which go
by the name Under The Tree Army (UTTA),
were "completely untrue”.

According to the LDF, UTTA wantoed to use
the arms to conrmnl‘pm.laru lqking in
o Lesotho Congross l)umocrnc{
gﬂnuvd march, which had been schéduled

onduy this week in Musoro.

UL preasure on
l’dmn ne to lift the

D)»or~ 4

not comulung him and fellow canlition gov-
© ernmeont Jeado escle ‘Masoribane of the
Basotho Nl!.mu.nl Party (BNFP),

“The LDF's élaims are completoly unfound.-
od; there is no way that a pational security
institution such as tho LMPS can support a

litical Jur(y with government arms. Wn

who were on duty when Tang and Jane's vehi
cle was sprayod with bullots, resulting in the
death of the former,

had boon contacting him for about « |
month, asking him to handover the soldiers
who wore on duty at his home on the night |
Lisebo Tang and Téopo Jane, wore shot.

“Ho never responded, although I hm! also
mado him aware that the office of the Director
of Public Proscoutions (DPP) had givon us a
directive to arrost those suspocts

*Again, when conducting an operation the

army said it was doing, why kill

lo? One palice officer was killod during

ny’s raid at Police Headquarters, and
othors injured.

“The soldiers also then put the body of the
dead police officer in my Lexus, and then left
him there. Is that how you conduct an oper-

av.lon?‘
iesd d Lt Gen Ka.

now and respect the law and the
which rule this ingtitution, There Is no, way
that the police can comprise their integrity
and pxol'nnionahlm by mvinu nwny arms to

grou PD.
Tioonna said,

The “roal” reason why the LDF mombors
raided the throe nerve-contres of police oper-
ations was to take away evidence which im-
plicatod them and Mr Metsing, Commission-
or Ticoana snid

“When they came at umund :Inm on Satur-

Thoonn.
mall of being "dump«.tlul because on Sat.
urday morning, his soldiers wero also seen at
State House looking for the prime minister, |
and also at Chief Theselo ‘Masoribane’s home.
This cloarly shows he was unhappy that he
had been fired as LDF Commander the previ-
ous day, and was Jooking for revenge.

“This man has no rospoct for the law and
His Majosty because the legal notice pub
lished in the Government Gazette on 29 Au-
Rust 2014, wh:eh appointed Licutonant Gen
ernl M Mahao as the now LDF

day, the soldiers
at Police Hond unrmrl. nnd took
away keys which then allowed them
_aecess into the whole facility, and

nlso po)kvb :vhklu and motor.

“Thoy didn't
even bother to
disguise  them.
wselvos  during
those attacks,
and right
now, “thuy
are  driving
bra po-
lice vehicles
and  motor-
bikes, while
wearing
their army

o5 gt

uniform,” he said.
i o detailed account of the attack,
¢ prime minister has since called a
coup Av.urmpl. Commissioner Thooana waid:
“The report I received from the officers who
were on duty at lhn Poliu- Ilmulqunnan
-wn (hut when the . thoy

Commandor, was nprmvod by His Majosty
King Letsio 1] himsell™

Comminsioner Thooann nlso nlloged thero
are continuing raids on LMPS membors’ |
bomes and the Police Training College by the

" LDF "wherw soldiers stole police uniform™

. “We don't really know whore thoy are tak-
ing our uniform to and 1 d like to urge

ho that the police are currently not in
uniform until an official announcement has
been made about the issue.

“If you seo anyone in LMPS uniform before
the announcement, just know that person is
not a polico officer. These soldiers want to use
our uniform to commit crime, and then accuse |
our members of that criminal act.”

Askod if the LMPS was siding with the
ABC in the party’s dispute with its coalition
govornment partner, the LCD, Commissioner
Thooann said: “Police ers or authoritios
don't attend ABC socrot meotings and never
drive vehicles belonging to ABC-lod minis-
tries.

"But B: ho have driv-
ing Mlm.uy of Locnl Government and Chief-

and Ministry of Communications,

nm to got the cnmmul tlockeu of
Dapu

ns \mﬁ as lhoa of eight LDF suspoots, who
the police have been trying to interview but
without succons, on the bnmblns of my home

Sclence and Technology vehicles.
is nation should make its own judge-
ment nx to which ncurity agonoy is indeed
politically being used.”
(‘ommu-mnur Thooana further indicated it

and those of two Mash 111 The
voldiers nlso wanted the dockets wo have on
. t!w ;hootmg of Lischo T-ng’:&d Méopo Jane,

ld “ e nonr i's Ha Legole
nn m r l
“I was nlso told &r? t in addition, the .o!‘i

was “ to hear some e government

i that the

police authorities nuond ABC socrot meet-

ings “while aus the three bombings

which happe in Jnnuury were the ones
who have beon seen with Metsing.”

O #ooana said he would only

dlcﬁ wore ng
soarched all over the plnm after nolicmu
my Lexus vnhirl\.- which wis pnrlunl on the

Totest was meant to
h;:llcr Thoman 'l‘hn
t]

ABC loader asked King Lnum 111 to effect
on 10 June this year, Dr Thabane decided to
suspond parlinment at the height of his dis.
pute with LCD leader, Doputy Prime Minis-
ter Mothetjos Motsing, who acoused him of

I wasn't on the prom-
ises, which I beliovo i the reason why | am
nlive today.

Commlulomn- Téoennn said he had been
trying to contact Lt Gen Kamoli “for almost
n month” regarding the handover of soldiers

T
come to Lesotho, and that the police return to
duty, once the security and po!iu'ml situation
returned to normal.

“We cannot secure people’s lives whon we
arv not sooure ourselves. It is our great hope
that SADC (Southorn African Develop
(& ity) and all kohold: will inter-
vene and bring the state back to normality.”

Majara appointed new chief Justlce

Telo Tefo
JUSTICE Nthomeng Majara has

“1 think he is also not aware of
;h;:)tlovnlopmem If ho had known,
don’t

hink he would have c-llod

terfores with the mlminuu—nlwn of
Justice in the Kingdom of
However, some High Court und

been appointed Lesotho's new chief
justico,

Justice Majara (51) takes over
from Justico Tieliso Monaphathi,

who has boen acting chief justice

since April 2014,

Justice Majnra's appointment as
tho head ul‘niw cuumry- Judiciary
is with effect from 28 August, 2014,
according to & Govornment Gazette
Legal Notice No 69 of 2014

As for more information on
this development yesterday, High
Court and Court of Appeal Regis.

Lesitsi Mokeke said ho was
are of the appointmoent.

“This is ne to me because I
have ju rome out of a meeting

me for the meeting.

“I am really not aware of the new
dovelopments; it's news to me.”

Meanwhile, the Office of the

iof Justico, on Tuesday issued

lifting tho
al all court operations, which had
been indefinitoly stopped the provi-
ous day due to the country’s politi-
cal unrest.

Part of the statement reads: “"All
Honourable Judges, Magistrates
and Court Prosidents shall contin-
we to discharge their judicial func.
tions in accordance with Section
118 of the Constitution of Lesotho
1963 and in accordance with their
judmnl oath of offico despite 1:9
in the

with Juatico M. where
wo wore discyssigg gdministrati
issuos in his capacity qe the Acting
Chi v

P i
(\mn

"smm -ruon ,hnu Do s taken t

Maseru Magistrate’s Court staff
loft before midday yesterday, say-
ing they feared for their livea d
1o the absence of the pol
normally provide these institutions
with socurity. Members of the Le-
sotho Mounted Polico Service sus-
pondod their operations last Sat-
urday after three polico stations
in Maseru had been attacked by
Lesotho Defence Force personnel,
who claimed they were on a special
operation to confiscate firearms the
polico allegedly wanted to illegally
give to members of the All Basotho
Convention (

“It in not safe here; we are awaro
that thore is an instruction to come
to work, but there is no assurance
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Bongiwe Zihlangu

National Party (BNP) leader,

asoribapne, has accused Doput
Prime ister (DPM) Mothetjon Metsing,
of being bohind Losotho's current turmail “to
cover up his acts of corruption and avoid ac-
counting for his actions™,

Chief "Manseribane — whose party and Mr
Metsing's Losotho Copgress for Domocracy
(LCD) and the All Basotho Convention (ABC)
lod by Prime Minister Thomas Thabane,
formed a coalition government aftor the 26
May 2012 general election had produced a
hung parlisment ~— told the Lesotho Times
this week that the country would not be in ite
current political and security instability had
it not been for the DPM.

According to Chief ‘Maseribane, who is also
the Minister of Gender, Youth, Sporta and
Recreatic Mr Motsing was allegedly on a
mission to destabilise the coalition governs
ment t avold being bauled before the courts
of law to answer for his corruption charges.

Mr Motsing briefly appeared beforo the
Masoru Magisteate’s Court last month, along-
side five others, charged with defraudiog
Maseru City Council of M53 million, but the
case was immediately withdrawn. The police
lator snid this was to conduct further inves:
tigations. Thoe LCD loader is also locked in n
legal battle with the Directorate on Corrup.
tion and Economic Offences (DCEO), aver its
soquisition of hix banking details from Stan:
dard Lesotho Bank and Nedbank Losotho, as

part of the n:rm'mun fnvestigations against
;nm The DCEO has demanded that Mr Met,
sing oxplaing the source of funds, amounting
to M446 000, deposited into the two socounts

botweon April 2013 and January 2014 but the

promior has refused, proferring to petition
the courts over the matter.

In pupers filed before the Constitutionn)
Court on 11 August 2014, Mr Metsing wants
the acquisition of his privato banking details
declared illogal and o violation of his family
and private life, The DCEO has since filod its
intention to oppose Mr Motsing's application,

According to Chicf 'Museribane, lost wook-
ond's invasion of Maseru Central, Police
"tvmlquuﬂnrn aund Ha-Mabote Police Station

members of the Lesotho Defonce Force
(I.I)l“l which Dr Thabane has since described
a5 & coup attempt, wos allegedly orchestrated
by’ Mr Motsing to deranil the investigations
and nlso to ensure the removal of the coalition
government, which has vowed to fight coreup-
tion regardless of who might be caught in the
anti-graft crusade.

Speaking to the Lesotho Times from South
Africa, where be and Dr Thabano fled 1o on

Metsing b

tammoswwmmwnyswcwm representalives.

then announce the dissolution of the two-
your coalition government.

“The intelligence we received was that the
soldiers wanted to abduct me and the prime

goth with M Only in

\im-mg. cnse, it was guing 10 be a ruse be-
cause he was part of the plan, They wanted
to kil us, but g,\' the time they came looking
for us on Saturday morning, we had alrnndy
sane, and we were now in South Africa,”
Chief ‘Maseribane said.

According to the BNP leader, Mr Mnulng
had allogedly ploaded with him and the p
mior to stop ?ny m\-nugauon- against

Saturday morniog scon after the army's in.
vasion of the three police Chiof
‘Musoribane said Mr Metsing had “plunged
Lesotho into instability and uncertainty by

Jmasquorading as an advocate of democracy
and nsisting that Dr Thabane should Lift the
prorogation of parliament, when in actual
fuct, he i nvoiding to be exposed™.

Motsing vnml«? rather plunge this coun-
try into uncertainty, in jer o avoid an-
swering his corruption cases.” My Maserib-
ane charged on Monday, telling the Lesotho
Times he was still in hiding in South Africa
as ho foared for his life, He has since returned
home under heavy South African police guard
alongside Dr Thabane and others

The LDF plan, according to Chief ‘Maserib.
ane, was to abduct him and Dr Thabane, and

in
Mr Motsing's party had plnmwd 10 SLARO eAr-
lier this week to pressure Dr Thabane to lift
the prorogation of parlisment.

'l‘hu demo, whmh had bm-n nchr.vdulud for

ngainst him and that in exchange, his politi-
cal party would drop the march.” Chief "Ma-
seribane said.

“However, wo were shocked when we
Joarnt of the plans by the military and that
he was part of it.”

Chief "Maseribane also told the Lesotho
Times thut lost week, Mr Motsing visited
him at his Maseru West home, where they
had a bitter exchangoe over the issuc

“He swore to me that by this week, Tha-
bane would no longer be prime minister. He
looked me in the eye and told me point-blank
that in a week's time, Thabane would no lon-
ger be prime minister and 1 was shocked,”
Chief "Maseribane said,

The BNP lender andded instend of “lying
to the public®, Mr Metsing should be honest
ub(ml hin reasons for pushing for the lifting

cli

y wan
|ho puhco refused to sanction it for fur n

hmrwnuon b as faran
lho Bhl' nnd ABC were concerned “he is not

would apark violonce. Dr Thabane
King Letsie 11 to prarogue Parliament on
10 June 2014. This was at the height of Dr
Thabane's dispute with Mr Metaing, who ac-
cused the premier of failing to consult him
and Chief * tluwnhnm when mnklnu key do-
cisions pertaining to government, in the con-
sultative spirit of thetr alliance.

“Meotying came to us Inst weok, saying he
was appealing to us to withdraw the cases

" "This whole mess revolves around Mets-
ing's corruption cases but he's now hiding
behind the issue of a prorogued parliament,
Why can’t he just tell people the truth?

“Toll me: why is he not telling the public
what we discuss behind closed doors? Why
does he also not speak openly about his cor-
ruption cases, in o simi r manner he doos
with the prarogation issue?

It's all over for coalition govt:

ehind coup

Meanwhile, Chief "Maseribone also re.
voaled during a meoting he, Mr Motsing, Dr
Thabane, and South Africa’s Prosident Jacob
Zuma held in Pretoria on Sunday, the LCD
leader was askod why soldiers who raided
the three Maseru police stations demanded
dockets relating to his corruption cases.

“After being asked that simple question,
he looked at the floor, and could only stroke
his eyebrows. The man could not even defond
himself on this

“Ho wits nlso asked that in light of the cur
ront military takeover of police institutions,
and the -ub-nquum esonpe of his conlition
partners into South Africa, if ho bad ex
pressed any concern for thoir security, but he
could not say much on this one either.

“1, Thesele ‘Maseribane, told the meeting
that since the PM nnd 1 fled the country on
Saturday, Metsing bad nover called to check
on us, an indication that he knew everything
about what was happening,” Chief ‘Masgpib-
ane said,

“Lulso told the meoting that his silence was
weird because under normal ciroumstantes,
he is such a humble, sweet and generous
son, who cares about other people’s welfare
But not this time,*

Repeated efforts to get Mr Moetsing's side
of the story were fruitloss until the time of
going to print late last night.

analysts

Bongiwe Zihlangu

THE alliance between the All Ba-
sotho Convention (ABC), Lesotho
Congress for Democracy (LCD) and
Basotho National Party (BND),
which saw the three parties form-
ing a government in June 2012, is
all-but ovor.

This is according to anulysts who
spoke to the Lesotho Times this
week, in the wake of a bitter fallout
between the LCD and ABC leador-
ship over the weekend raid of three
Maseru police stations by  mom-
bors of the Lesotho Defence Farce,
which led to Prime Minister Thom-
as Thabano Neeing the country and
wseoking refuge in South Africa.

Both the ABC and BN leaders,
Dr Thabane and Thesele ‘Maser-
ibane respectively, claim the LCD
was behind the raids and have
sinco called the army's actions a
coup attempt

According to the analysts, the
fact that the Southern African De

_that the end is niy

velopment Community (SADC) has
recommended that Dr Thabane
should;, on 18 Septomber, lift the
nine-month suspension of pnrlin
ment he implement on 10

spells the end of the AW‘JIK‘I).
BNP government.

Dr Thabane decided to suspend
arliament to forestall an sttempt
y the main opposition Democratic

Congress (DC) and other opposi-
tion parties in parliament to pass n
vote-of noconfidence in his leader-
ship and government.

However, the prorogation of par:
liament angered the {;Cl) leadors,
whao accused the premier of not con.
sulting his fellow principals whon
making key decisions nnd relations
butween the two parties have con-
tinued to sour ever since.

o LCD has since made it clear
it would be joining the DC and oth-
er opposition parties in call
the promier to step down wh
linment resumes on 19 September,
hence the analysts’ suggostions

h for. the coalis

ton' governmont.

The National University of Loso:
tho (NUL) political science foctur-
or, Dr Motlamelle Kapa, yesterdoy
told the Lesotho Times he was not
sure if the parties wore still in alli-
ance, considering events of the past
fow days,

“I'm not sure if we still have o
conlition government, ns we sponk

o only thing that can be done
now, is to implement all the agree-
ments and recommendations and
onact laws,” Dr Kapn said,

“What remains thereafter, is to
dissolve parhisment and oall for o
frosh election that mll givo birth to
o new government.”

However, according to Dr'Kapa,
s things stund, “Lesotho is a coun-
try that holds no guarsntecs for
nnyona”,

“Nobody's position is  guaran-
teed, nothing is guarant nless
ngroements steored towards bring:
ing peace are implemented, there
RO 10 QUATANLOOS

D Kay

ront tension and instability wore
not “ideal for democracy to thrive”,
the environment, howover, horves
aa "a fertile ¢mumi for processes to
peeded up

'M-yhc lhm crixis is the catalyst
we need. As things stand now, this
atmosphore is conducive for agroe-
ments o ba implemented,” Dr
Kapa said

An analyst from the NUL depart-
ment of social sciences, Mr Tlohang
Lotsie, reiterates Dr Kapa's sonti-
monts, but puts it more bluntly.

“This is the beginning of the
end for the coalition government

0 opening of parliament, in my
view, only paves the way for a now
coalition government between the
LCD and the Domocratic Congross
(DC). Parlinment's reopening on
19 Septomber  will only serve the
sole purposs of removing 'rhuhunn
(through a no-confidénce vote),” Mr
Lotsio said.

“But again, that coslition gov-
ormment between the LCD and
DC might not even last more than

three months, which will then pos
sibly lead (o o fresh olection.

'c shouldn’t even talk about
constitutional reforms at the mo-
ment, but think about the possibil.
ity of a new coalition government
being formed when parlinment re
sumes.”

Asked if the LCD, ABC and BNP
londers could still work together
following this chain of events and
war of w » Mr Lotsio said: "Al
though the assumption is that they
might try to work together, T don't
oo it happening.”

However, Tuikoane Peshoane uf
the Transformation Resource
tro (TRO) ditfors in opinion, saying
the current coalition government
loadors can still work togethor be
cause “where there is s will, there's
always n way”.

“The TRC believes that the cur-
ront’ govern leaders can work to-
wother, but with the facilitation of
o mediator, Without the aid of a
facilitator, they will not make it,”
Mr Peshoane said.
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Cop:

Lekhetho Nlaukun)‘;uu
STAPLER
THE Losotho Mounted Police Service (LMPS)

rosumed operations late yoRDORE, StachCH

had boen suspendod on Saturday l‘olluwmg
violent clashos betwoen its officers and mem
')t'rn 4»{ the Lesotho Defonce Force (LDF)

g A press ¢ in Maseru
ye lll-rdny afterncon, LMPS Commissionoer
Khothatso Tiooana, said officors would re-
sume duty with immediate offect

Commissioner Téooann who arrived
in the country at around midday yosterday
from South Africa, whore he and fellow senior
police officers had fled following Saturday’s
attacks on Maseru Central Police Station,
Police Headquartors and Ha-Mabote Police
Station by LDF porwonnel — further said an
inquest into the assaults would be launched,
und those responsible hold to account

One police officor was killed at Police Head
quarters during Saturday’s attacks, which
began simultancously at the three police ata.
tions at around Jam,

Prime Minister Thomans Thabane, who fled
to South Africa on Saturday morning to seck
help, hos since called the LDF attacks an at-
tempted coup

Commissioner Thooana further said mem-
bers of the South African Police Service
(SAPS) and South African National Defence
Force (SANDF) who sccompaniod him, fellow
senior LMPS officers, Dr Thabane and Sports
Minister Thesele "Maseribane from Pretoria
yesterday, would provide additional security

Lesotho until the situation stabilised .

“Weo are calling on all ioe officers Lo re-
turn to work with immediate effect. As soon
an we settle down in our respective offices, our
investigntions into what transpired on Satur.
day will begin,” ho suid

Commissioner Thooann revealed police
firoarms and those being kept ax exhibits for
r-mhnu court cases, were taken during the

" attack, which saw the army personnel
¢ the three police stations until around
m on Saturday
'@ have since noticed that the army con
fiscated 44 assault rifles belonging to the po-
lice, and many other weapons which wore to
be used as evidence before the courts of law

“The army also ook away cases of Savan
nah (cider) and Cocn.Cola (soft drink) and
four coll-phones, which were slso exhibits

“They took some koys to our officos, cars
and motorbikes and further drove away in
police vehicles, including the one | normally
\ise

Commissioner Tiooana further said the sol-
diers demanded dockots and files pertaining
to high-profile ‘eases the police are currently
investigating,

ni
commuluty 10 onsure stability returns to
bled kingdom.

| the trow .
Add a media conf

.come

(DOCUMENT FILING)

195%

6EB.6

L

53

27

ut of hiding

South African ‘army and police to provide TSooana
additional secunty until the situation ‘normalises’

FROM joft DPC Masupha Masupha, mPROlmuMdmmwmmw‘nmmauyomsmmmwnuw

“The dockets included those pertaining to
Deputy Prime Minister Mothetjon Me ng's
corruption cases, and others which lvo
some senior-ranking members of the LDF.

“They managed to got some of the dockets,
but not all of them.”

The police chief further said during Satur.
day’s attack, nine police officers were badly
injured, while one sub-inspector, Mokhesong
Ramabloko, was shot dead at Police Hoad-
quarters.

Commissioner Thooana further explained
the presence of the South African police and
nrmy at Police Headquarters and the streets
of Maseru yesterday:

“The decision that the SAPS and SANDF

“One police officer s bmhll kmd
:‘ud savernl others m'n-n:d yoﬁ‘n

iu Mas-
o yuttlvh Bishop - Tu-
maolo Bane nrnd llw;llm pnlmml e

ties in go
1o resolve their difforynoes without resort-
ing o violence, emphasiaing the noed o
exoroise “restraint” in lhmr retiona.

The muling All_B

an ]
1 the military operations; the stato of an.
archy pnd lawlessness sesulting fram the
-huuinx down ol pohco sucvices, and thoe

(ABQ), Lesotho Com.(r\-u for l)mmx‘rn?
(LCD) and Basotha National Party (BNV)
are fighting to keop thelr two-yoar-old oo
alition govornment intact, while the Le<
satho Defonce Force (LDY) snd Lesotho
Mounted Police Service (LMPS) are also
fockod 1n a fiorce struggle which has ro-
sulted in the death of one police officer.
shop Bane, who was flanked by Bish-
0’; Josoph Mopeli Sephamola, Archbishap
11 Gerard Lerotholi, Archhishop l-'mar-
itus Bernard Mohlaliss, Bishop Emaritus
Hebastinn Khonrai, and Bi John 11
homoln at Pross hrwﬂnw. sald it was
ible for the fwdhm parties to live in

%b« C‘ulbouc Bishops Confer.
| enco bas learnt, with the groatest dismoy
and shock, that thero were military op-

ha judiciary and other
public umm wald

Bbhw&mo
“The LCBC has also followed very
closely, muhnnml in the public tlnmnn
butwoen and among. parties involved in
i Yo o A I
ese excharges not pire hopo
among Bnnulbo 50 wo call on the national

ns tha
country m« lhmu'b this difficult um
“We call upan oll the parties to mpm
their commitment to wark together o
:;lnr- lwtunt) nnd political stability in t.ho
n,vdmn,
nmltmmtmhtnlwtba
hmtm‘ pamu to find’ awh
Agnin
“Lasting. m i- Atill possible, anly if
;unlu W dmu th.

nu'mb<'m should be here was taken at the
- hest lovol during a mesting held in South
Africa on Monday this week
ey nre here for security purposes, and
we will not reveal more regarding thekr pros-
onco und whon they are leaving. Let's just
say thoy are hore on a mission.”

However, police sources told the Lesotho
Times that the South Africans had come to
replace members of the LDF, who normally
guard the premier’s official residence, State
Houso, as woll as his office st the Govern,
ment Complex.

The sources further said the South African
forces were also hore to ensure the safety of
Southern African Development Community

other once mmmm

g di ix 80 Important in the.
BAETrac s L e

(SADC) delegates who arrived in Losotho yos
terday to monitor the country’s political and
socurity situation.
f the South African police and sol.
d were ansigned to keop an eyo on some
nistors and government officials who just
came back from South Africa where they had
wought refuge after Saturday's raid by the
LDF.

SADC, which sanctioned the coming of
South African soldiers and police here, want
to make sure the politicians and our senjor
officers are safe bocause there i no guaran-
e at the moment, that the soldiers will not
repeat the same attacks again” sdded the
source.
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Army ‘coup’ was politically—inspired

S our tiny denswcratic kingdom of just two
nillion citizens bade farewell to & usually
pold winter season, and in the wee hours

Saturday merning, something unusuasl
ppened

Tn be precise, it was at 3am, with the

lly serenc nation proparing to usher
season of ., wfter the pn
pus three days’ batin cold front from lhv

ape.
An yet 1o be verified number of Lesotho

Ostensibly, the soldiors were displeased
. uh the fact their erstwhile commander,

boon issued the previous day, Friday, ap-
P mxmz his foe o become the new army
. thereby ter the for-

tizme at the helm of the kingdom's

Y.
By the crack of dawn, all police stations
the capitul including the prime minis-
*'s official residence, had beon entirely
urroanded by soldiers armed to the teeth
nid with their armoured vehicles.
Saturday morning's silence was disrupt-
by the serio ringing of multiple gunshots
ith early risers forced to take cover in
eir houses from tho heavy gunfight, and
fraid to venture outside.
For many, efforts to establish the ronson
¢ the sudden attacks among the various
jocal stations was to no avail
My little transistor radio could locate

Roman Catholic Church Radio Stati
My sixth sense told me the army had
taged u coup duml. thorebly mmnhrvwm.
deors liy-elocted Bovern-
ment.
1 am fortified in my viow that it was »
oup because there had been palpable ten-
ploas betweon the army and the police,
ad government, for months
For some time pow, soldiers been seen

moned by Lesotho Mounted Polico Service
ommissioner Khothatss Ticoana, through
he courts, to assist in investigations sur-
wnding attacks on three Maseru bomes.
f)m- of the homes attacked belongs to
mmissioner Ticoana and the other to Dr

1 lamcnted that this was a symptom
two centres of power or shall [ say, oo
ny chefs in the kitchen.
roore, Lieutenant General Ka-
poli had publicly defied the arrest war-
nis for eight of his officers issued by the
ountry’s courts.
It was during these months, and amid
p lp-bla tensions, that the Lesotho Con-
r Democrac; , (IX'D) mdl- sovoral
£ nuny

Utloang Kajeno

tions, Parliament was on the verge of in-
stalling him os the interim prime minister
10 oust then Prime Minister Pakalitha Mo-
wiails, the man chickened-out on the day a
no-confidence vote was to be passed.

MPFs weore loft with egg on their faces by
Mr Metsing’s sudden change of stance, at
the eloventh hour, without any notice

ter the May 2012 general eloctions and
still smarting from Dr Mosisili's ousting
him from cabinet, Mr Metsing, agreed to
form a coalition government with Dr Tha-
bane. Rumour has it that despite having
agroed to the deal, Mr Metsing again at the
wenth hour, considered reverting to Dr
Mosisili and dump the ABC and Basotho
National Party.

(44

Dr Thabane stressed that he had
never ordered the army to seize the
police bases and his official resi-
dence. And Ditto Mr Metsing who
disputed the ABC and BNP’s lead-
ers’ view and the rest of the world's
view that this was a coup. Instea

Mr Metsing insisted there was no

peent that it u:u-mly. p-nnl
Despite buing part of the go conali-
on mJumti-LCl)fnrmdann iance
ith ite -rnwhun enemy, the Democratic

coup

1f it were not for the timely intervention
of same LDC heavyweights, man would

possibly have forsaken the coalition.

It was sheer pressure from party stal
warts that mm!o Mr Maetsing r his
end of the deal

And L u-u.m.m mm to the man's

puty Primo Mun-uu-
iodm,oa Moetsing and the LCD as a reli-

z:(-m some of Mr Metsing's provari-
pations to show his political |nmtunly
nd unnlhh-hly as e pohut-l p-nner

s n pol at least, 1n Wind.-
bhook, Namibia, in July, Mr M«una again
p his allegiance to the ABC ﬁ
alliance, this time again dumping Dr Mn
sisili.

However, upons his return from  Wingd-
boek, Mr Metsing announced to the world
the best partaer was the DC.

+This he said whilst still having hh other

Hha 2012, general obw_rin in thy ABC, BN eqop: Jv »U, hvw&r.

| minister's official mldvm

have lost count of the mum-
ber of times the LCD has
changed loynlties in the
POst LWO YORR.

Getting back to the jn
litical inspirstion behind
Saturday’s coup, one nveds
1o look no lunl‘:;-r than the
utterances of the two main
coalition partners, ABC

Thnhnna nnd & r I-m{rlcr

His Majesty signed the gnzette dismissing the army
commander. In fact, the disanissal on the recommon
dation of the Prime Minkster, might have strongly
sticsulated the coup.

Secondly, the entire world, Southern African De
\rhpmonl Community (SADC) and. particular]
South Africa came out strongly agninst th
throw of a domocratically-clected government

SADC can come down harshly within hours,
their overwhelming military might oo the King:
tiny army of probably o fow thousand, who however,
have u false sonse of belief of self-impartance.

The majority of the Basotho nation sre heavily
-umu the staging of a coup, considering that the
government had, in every stop it had taken,

lhmr htdhm place in South
Africa saying there had
been a coup because the
army acted on their own
without the premier’s com-
mand as the pommal in
chisf.

Dr Thabane stressed
that he had never ordered
the nmy to seize the police
bases and his official resi- }
dence.

And Ditto Mr Moetain,
who disputed the ABC -nd y
BNF's leadors’ view and the rest of nm’
world’s view that this was n coup. Instead,
Mr Meotsing insisted there waus no coup. ‘
How h¢ plays his uni.- and forms his

nd mak: on
beh-lfof his party, only hc knowns

To have Mr. Metsing for a partner is
risky. That is why Dre i
to take him seriously, never mind anybody

T would be doing Ntate Metsing an injus-
tice if I do not ilustrate

relating this anecdote.

A man escapos In a quite and poaceful
island with his family oo a boat to evade |
wars on the m.-mln |

When bo reaches the island of paradiso,
he sets nlight the boat. so that it may not
fotch the rest of his followers, as he had
pmml-ed,

Howevor, immedintoly before tho .lwn,
burning boat burns to ashes unnh‘m
immobilised, to his utter chagrin, lute
poace returns to the mainland and inter-
nocine wars stirt on the island th t he has |
wince sought refuge |

Ho therofore and his family have no
means of returning to the tranqguil of his

former hame.

He in thercfore caught in the wars.
my book that is Ntate Metsing. He will (o.v
over remain a fickle politician,

By this illustration 1 am not saying he
s responsible for stimulating the coup. Far |
rom it! |

But his utterances and at times, utter
animosity to the coalition government
which he is a senior partner, coupled with |
the endless court cases against the coali. |
tion may have emboldened the coup plot- |
ters to see & friend in him and the hugely |
& itod |

Remember he and the congress move-
ment were at the forefront olcnll- for mn;
s o
push for a no-confidence vote in the coali-
tion government.

A coup d'etat in parlance across

wth save for Ntate Mﬂuu and u fow

inded le, is & & I usurpation

ol government by the military with a view
to taking-over majestas, that is control, of |
» country, !
|

Mr Metsing is being m‘!ﬂly and danger-
ously duingnuuouu in saying this was not
» military coul How elso does be explain
the fact |h-l lg. military werw all over the l
capital fully armed on the day. '

re were no radio stations on Air.
Dr Thabane, Chicf ‘Maseribane and other
sonbor government officials had all skipped
the country excopt only for guess who?

Mr Metsing was the only one in towii, 1 |
it was not & coup why was the new army |
commander’s hame attacked and the prime |

besi by |
heavily nrmed |

It does not nmdsnmtmm«h--,

nood
va\\bﬂ -#%% voup, opped wlr.k'«w .

b«n {nllmnng the letter of the law and the Constitu.

lt is also noteworthy that pot everyone in the
army was for the coup. It was in effect a small sec-
tion that was for it

Future coup leaders be -nlmzd'
take power by the barrel of the
es are too ghastly 1o contemplate.

Nenr in future

ll wlll ﬁul
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Friday are indeed tragic. Yot another
innocent person has lost a life to Com-
pander Tlali Kamoli's prosaic mindlessness,
This time, it is Sub Inspector Ramahloko
Hokh an i police; who was
st performing his national duty when Ka-
poli's men were lot loose. Only a few weeks
ack, it was Lisebo Tang, a 20 year old, with
whole future and world ahead of her.
AHer only crime was to be in the company of

TI‘HE events in this country since last

: TR ERTETT
°'""'"""l'f*'

r boyfriend who mistaken with members of

he poﬁim force, purportedly on the hunt for
amoli.

How long will it take for all this madness

b atop? ess of where one stands po-
ically, all Basotho must of necessity agree
one thing; Kamoli attempted & coup d'état

st Friday,

hen soldiers leave their barracks
and foree the lesder of a country to
fiee, when eoldiers attack any secu-
ty cluster percoived as supporting the same
mder who has been forced to flee and disarm
he cluster's members, there is simply no way

describing it all than calling it a straight !

vard coup, '
Yes Kamoli did not intend to implément a

DO percent coup, but he got what he wanted; - - .
PRIME Minister Thomas Thabane (Ief) with LI General Tiali Kamoli (contre) in thes file picture.

milinte the prime minister into seeking
fuge in a foreign land, disarm those mem-
prs of the security forces loyal to him and of
purse kill an innocent man in line with what
fast becoming his hallmark.
Thabane might be back and pretend to be
charge. But with Kamoli's guns threaten-
g to blaze over him, the PM will remain in-
fectual and inconsequential. He will have to
pend most of his time looking over his shoul-
.

his is not Lesotho's first attempted coup,

It probably won't be the last. Hence my

question; do we really need an army in
is country? If so, what for? Does a country
hich lives in the womb of another deserve to
ve any army? If so for what purpose?

Who is ever going to come and want to
ade Lesotho? Even if any other country
aded, how will it bypass South Africa to

us and evade the mighty South African

a1 i Defence’ Force (SANDF)? The an-

er to all these questions is zilch. Lesotho

bess not need an army but an effective police

0 'l'o oversee internal policing arrange-
nes? -

National armies primarily exist to protect
ir countries und citizens pgainst external
cats. Lesotho fices no external thréat. The
ly country that can invade us is South Af-
8, the neighbour that wholly surrounds us.
f that where to ever happen, then we stand
chance oven if every Basotho of fighting

were to be given u fire arm. Lesotho gim-

b does not have the financial wherewithal
build as effective an army as only an eighth
the SANDF. If South Africa invaded us, we

pl{ have to throw ourhands in the air;

again-ask-the. question, Do we really - 3

d an army? Another pessibility of Lesotho
tifying any drmy istin the event of us hav.
g to invade another country? But again, -for

at reason? We could never invade Sotth
ica for instance. Neithor could we march
ough South Africa to reach any targot of
asion furthest.

amoli would also never dare invade any
other country, lest he be exposed for
what he is; a small time terrorist with
requisite experience or military. firepower
defeat any other country. You see, killing
r own countrymen and causing unneces-
¢ bloodshed among your own is much eas-
than inckling a foreign enemy no matter
v weak. y

L

Ask Idi Amin, Uganda's former butcher. It
was easy to kill 300 000 plus of his civilians
than face a few hundred troope from Tanza-
nia’s Julius Nyerére who then forced Amin to
flee Kimpala in humiliation.

The fact remains that we have no cause,
reason or capacity to invade another country,
We have no cause, reason or capacity to be
invaded. We therefore simply don't need any
army.

There is nothing for anyane to seize power
here for yet we have had more coups or coup
attempts than Nigeria. At least in Nigeria
they have the petro dollars and the gener-
als there have always regarded coupe s the
casiest way to access the national cookie jar.

Lo

-

forces, the Alpian enclave of Liechtenstein
being the other good example. All these small
countries have one thing in common, they are
very small and very rich. Their citizens are
happy because they never have to endure
trigger-happy soldiers.

he Lesotho Congress for Democracy
(LCD) and the Democratic Congress
(DC) are being shortsighted in their de-
fenco of Kamoli. Yes he may assist them in
their short-term ambition to topple Thabane
from power, but the question they should ask
themselves. 3s; What happens ‘afterwards?
They muet slways know that if you create a

But still, coups have Jong stopped in Nigeria.
The world has changed. One of its achieve

, that will eat you one day.
As we h:wv seen in the entire Thabane,

ments, despite its perennial ineffectiveness,
is the African Union's blanket refusal to tol-
orate coups.

esotho's army has a propensity for

coups simply because it has nothing

else to do, We don’t need this army but
an effective police force to ensure peace and
tranquility? We only need any intelligence
servico insofar as
it ghould try to
snuff out crimi-
nals  before they
commit their. acts.
But such'a service
should fall square-
ly us a department
within the police
force. * i
th ‘no-external threats to
Ace; ourtrigger happy soldiers can only kill
theéir fellow citizens. How tragic.

y not emulate the only other coun.
try, San Marino, who just like us, is
wholly surrounded by another, Italy.

San Marino has no regular army. It occasion-
ally assembles voluntary military corps to
porform only ceremonial duties and to offor
the police limited support. The only other
country (though not in the correct sense of
the word) wholly surrounded by the other is
the Vatican, also in Italy. No prizes for guess-
ing why it does not need an army.

Few other countries don't have active
armiesin the world but small effective polico

Scrutator * ,

AN ovil. What au-
thority does he
have to disarm

g, matrix, pol 1 rela.
tions can sour very easily. The head of any
army is'a political appointee. What if it be-
comes Metsing or Mosisili's future turn (who-
ever becomes prime minister) to fire Kamoli
and the latter refuses with the threat to
cause mayhem,

The DC and LCD's defence of Kamoli are
simpy childish and unfortunate, Pakalitha
Mosisili, as the leader of the official opposi-

BT tion is wrong in
maintaining a
callous silence
over the week-
ond atrocities.

What  Ka.
moli did at the
weekend  was

the police?

His parading of arms seized from the po-
lice, to justify his actions on the pretext that
these feeble srms were going to be used
against LCD protestors is as equally feeble
as it is shabby. It is a pathetic self-serving
attempt to defend the indefensible,

to use these arms on a protost that they

had refused to authorise, The fact is Ka-
moli created this excuse to justify his coup
attempt and avoid being fired.

The fact is he wanted to create an excuse
to kill the man who had been gazetted to re-
place him. The fact i# an innocent policeman
has been killed in pursuit of Kamali's ambi-

In any event, how were the police going

Does Lesotho really need an army?

tions to save his job. His coup attempt is as
bad as the prorogation that the DC and LCD
g0 much loath. But while Kamoli's actions are
plain illegal and he one day shall have to be
held accountabie, the prorogation of parlia-
ment is a perfectly legal move allowed by the
constitution.

08 we may not like it. 1 personally don’t
like is as it is too draconian, But the
correct course of action for all those
who don't want it is to use channéls of legal
law making in Parliament (when it finally re-
opens) to ensure the repealing of the law al-
lowing prorogation. -

No words can perfectly describe the LDF's
dastardly weekend actions. Scrutator sees
no difference between what the LDF soldiers
did and what the barbaric terrorists of the so
called Islamic State (ISIS) are doing in be-
heading innocent civilinns in Iraq and Syria.

It i the conetitutional prerogative of any
sitting Prime Ministor to replace the head of
army or police.

It’s Thabane's right to appoint whomever
he deems fit as army commander. If Kamo-
li is aggrieved by his firing, he ought to, at
least use the legal process to challenge his
dismissal just like Attorney-General Tsokolo
Makhethe and Director of Public Prosecu-
tions Leaba Thetsane have done, even though
he stands no prospects of success. Using the
courts will show that he can use brains than
brawn, albeit infrequently.

0 resort to strong arm tactics o save his

Jjob is taking barbarism to Boko Haram

levels. Yee, Parliament will ultimately
re-open. Thabane may be toppled. Kamoli
may secure his job in an LCD/DC alliance
But that will never justify his actions.

All the people he has killed in his manou-
vres, will not have died in vain. They were
not killed in any noble mission to protect this
country. They died because one man has el-
evated his ego and ambition to above the na-
tional interest.

Their souls will not rest in peace. They will
seek justice. One day, they will indeed get it
You can get away with anything Commander
Kamoli, but you cannot get away with murder

“done under your wasteful command.

Achel!!
scrutator266@gmail.com
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Scpternbes L. 1020

Why government is in such a mess

Communications Minister and Lesotho Congress for Democracy (1.CD) Deputy Spokesperson Selibe
Mochoboroane speaks out on the fallout between the leadership of the LCD, Basotho National Party
(BNP) and All Basotho Convention (ABC), who formed a coalition government in june 2012
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Why government is in such a mess.

From page 16

They ‘came back and while the LCD an.
nounced/in public it had cancelled its port-
nership with DC, the PM could not open the
parlinment,

And the consequence of refusing to open
the parhament was that Lesotho failed to
got tho ¢hairmanship of the SADC Organ on
Politics, Defence and Security Cooperation.

[t was made clear even prior to the SADC
summit in Victoria Falls (last month) that if
the Lesotho parliament was still prorogued,
we would not be awarded the chairmanship,

This was discussed at the Council of For-
oign Affairs Ministers a day hefore the sum-
mit

L1: Ts this the reason why the LCD had
pl lastreetd ration on Mon-
day this week?

Mochoboroane: Yos. We now had to put
preasure on the PM to reopen the parlin:
ment. It should be emphasised that even at
the SADC summit, the PM wag instructed to
lift the prorogation,

But he saidyip higqwn words pt ABQ role
liog, thaphy )

Thigra xRNt g5hood pyBhisD

ibane at his rally in Machache constitygnay + canung

KOt reopep b Y S A G it o
Mg 4 10 angept AR A
ing 0,ca563.0F carruntipn you saidNaly,;; fusion andy gdnerat

that parlinment would not be reopened.

The then made a decigion to embark on the
demonstration on Monday this week, to show
our displeasure at the prorogation

LT: Following Saturday's events, which
saw the army clash with the police, the
LCD now stands accused of using the
military to stage a coup d'état against
the government. The LCD is also being
accused of behind the army raids on the
three Maseru police stations on Satur-
day in order to frustrate police investi-
gations into Mr Metsing, who is being
investigated for possible corruption.
What is your take on these allegations?

Mochohoroane: Peoplo are ontitled to their

OWn Of it 1 their d tioight. But
the fact of the matter i the army conducted
an oxercise they said was an oporation Lo dis-

arm the police, follawing aﬂeguti‘ﬁ that the

palice were going to issug theirgvonpons to
some poople so that these individuhls would
causo chaos at our demonitration.

Maybe tho fuct that ‘the de@cnnlrﬂli(m
was going to be led by the LCD#made some
people suspicious, and when it was called off,

e BOme pepple lhtwbwe had paw decided to ,

480 et BaMp,,

1L
pLRTY

Ut

by ¢

Metsing is {acing... I recall just ono where
the DPM himself filed a constitutional mat-
tor against the DCEO (Directorate on Cor-
ruption and Economic Offenses) and others:

The other case you might be referring to,
which I was also cited as a respondent, was
cancelled before the Maseru Magistrate's
Court,

Howover, we maintain‘we are not afraid of
any case we are accused of. .

We are not afraid of the courts of law, we
have boen there before. And what shocks us
is that the people are made to believe that
the DPM is corrupt, while in fact, there is
documentary proof that Ntate Thabane's ¢s-
tranged wife 1 being paid a total of M656,
646.00 (a year) from his office.

You should bear in mind we are talking
about a lady who is not even part of the civil
BETVICO,

LT: On the issue of the LDF, who is the
commander as far as the LCD is con-
cerned?
The reason why [ am asking you this is
that last week, there was a gazette is-
sued, which indicated that Lieut t
General Tlali Kennedy Kamoli had been
fired.and replaced by Lieutenant Gen-
eral Maaparankoe Mahao.

This issue hmc;on‘t?fl a lm.'o‘l 2""':

among Basotho. So as the LCD, what i8
your take on this?

Mochoboroane: Licutenant General Tali
Kennedy Kamoli remains in charge of the
Lesotho Defence Force.
And we won't let anyone else occupy thit po-
sition unless it is through proper chunnels.
We will not let Ntate Thabane go behind
our backs again and, from outside the couns
try, nominate someone to become the com-
mander without cabinet's approval.
Wo have now come to & no-go area, It j
time the PM learns how to consult with ui
for the betterment of this nution,

LT: So what is the way forward? Wherel
to now for Lesotho?

Mochoboroane: It was agreed during th

weekend meeting in South Africa, where the
three leaders, Ntate Thabane, Ntate Metsing
and Ntate "Maseribane, met with President
Jucob Zuma and others that parliament wil
bo reopened on 19 September 2014,

The three leaders also agreed to meet the
King on 6 Septembor 2014, and advise hin
to lift the prorogation ind reppen parliame
o 1) Sepbemben 20 1 Lot stick do th

dmap and s6o what happens. ~ £h1 sy
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ECHABA MOKHETHI

ASERU - Efforts to

draw a roadmap that

will help pave way

or the re-opening of parliament

ere dealt a devastating blow

esterday after the Lesotho

ongress for Dembceracy

LCD) excused itself from

alks by the coalition parties in
overnment.

The LCD leader Mothetjoa

fetsing, the All Basotho
onvention (ABC)’s Dr
otsoahae Thomas Thabane
and Basotho National Party
(BNP) leader Chief Thesele
‘Maseribane agreed during
a meeting in Pretoria, South
ica, on a roadmap with clear
imelines on how to remove the
prorogation of parliament.
Speaking to Public Eye
esterday, the ABC spokesperson
Tefo Mapesela said the executives
of the three parties in government
were supposed to meet to
repare for the re-opening for
arliament but the LCD did not
how up.

He indicated, “They only sent
their chairman, Thabang Pheko
to deliver a message excusing
themselves from the meeting.”

Although Mapesela was not
sure whether the LCD’s absence

was motivated by good or bad
faith, he emphasised the dire
importance of the talks.

He stressed the crucial
talks could not be missed for
individuals’ engagements as “...
those who attended also had
engagements but had to leave
them behind”,

Mapeselafurther outlined that
after the meeting, the partakers
were supposed to release a
joint statement disclosing their
stance to the public, but this also
failed.

According to Mapesela, all
the coalition parties do not have
a problem with the re-opening
of parliament, but before this
happens, a way should be paved
to ensure its sustainability.

He added all the partners
also agree to look into measures
that would sustain the coalition
government until 2017 when the
next general election is held
and also to restore national
security.

There was also need to
address complaints by the LCD
that Prime Minister Thabane was
not consulting the other coalition
government partners when
making decisions of national
importance.

“We have to review the
coalition agreement and see

issues that can be included in
the national constitution, issues
that can facilitate and ensure the
suceess of coalition governance in
Lesotho,” Mapesela indicated.

“Opening of parliament
should well be planned for, so
that we don’t open it this week
and dissolve it the next week,”
he noted.

Mapesela also acknowledged
there were still misunderstandings
on how the coalition should
be run as this was not catered
for in constitution, adding
parliamentary standing orders
also did not talk to the issue of
coalition governance.

“We find some of the
partners talking of the coalition
agreement while others talk of the
constitution, so these should be
harmonised for the sustainability
of this government.”

Asked to comment last night,
the LCD deputy secretary general
T¥eliso Mokhosi told Public
Eye his party’s absence from
yesterday’s talks was a result of
engagements by some members
of their executive.

“We do not have a problem
with the talks. In fact, they are
what we want, it’s only that some
of our members could not make
it,” he said.

“We are five and four of us

inclusive of myself who were
engaged in some other issues
during the time which the talks
were supposed to carry on.
There is no problem as they have
decided to adjourn the meeting
to Monday next week at 2pm,”
Mokhosi explained.

“Even as we are speaking, I am
still busy in office and I maintain
we do not have problems with the
talks. According to yesterday’s
meeting, we have one voice with
our partners that the parliament
should be opened.”

According to the joint
statement made by the leaders in
Pretoria, the coalition leader will
meet His Majesty today to advise
him on the lifting of parliament
prorogation. This means if this
is done, the decision to re-open
parliament will be made before
the roadmap is drawn.

However, the BNP
spokesperson Machesetsa
Mofomobe speaking to Public
Eye on Wednesday this week
said if the parties agree on the
roadmap, then parliament would
be re-opened, “but if they don’t
agree, parliament will not open
on that date”.

“We as BNP already have
many question marks. Why
should we open the parliament
yet the most important issue

ABC spokesperson Tefo Mapesela

that caused the current situation
has not been addressed, being
an attempted coup, with
suspects also not apprehended?”
questioned Mofomobe,

“So we are saying these issues
must first be addressed -the
attempted coup de tat, the
chasing of the prime minister,
LDF command, police security.
They must all be addressed
before the issue of re-opening of
parliament.”
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swift and stern SADC reaction
looks to have calmed the political
stand-off in Lesotho, although
ithe real test will come now that
(IPrime Minister Thomas Thabane
is at home. But what’s to stop
lanother crisis in the Mountain
IKingdom, especially when all its
leaders are desperately trying to

ave their own skins?

By SIMON ALLISON

he exile of Lesotho'’s Prime

I Minister Thomas Thabane did

not last very long. On Saturday,

Thabane fled Lesotho to Ladybrand, a

quict dorpie in the Free State, A fow days
later he went back home.

That was the plan, at least, following
Monday’s emergency talks led by South
African President Jacob Zuma, in his
new role as chalrperson of the SADC
Organ on Politics, Defence and Security
Cooperation, Held in Pretoria, the talks
brought together the three leaders of
Losotho's bickering ruling coalition,
including the PM and his troublemaking
deputy, Mothetjon Metsing,

In a statement released aftor the talks,
SADC said that all three leaders had
agreed “to restore political normaley,
stability, law and order, peace and
security in the Kingdom”, and to Issue a
Joint statement appealing for calm, They
also agreed to come up with a timeline
to get the country’s Parliament up and
running again,

But even as Thabane made it home
~ just ask Madagascar’s still-exiled-in-
Joburg Marc Ravalomanans - Lesotho
is still left in a seemingly intractable
political crisis, with no easy way out.
Someone is going to have to compromise,

Compromise, however, is an unfumiliar
concept to the key powerbrokers In
Lesotho’s fractured polity. Instead,
they’re all looking to save their own skins,
regardl of the conseq for the
country they profess to love.

Take the Prime Minister himself,
whose decision to in
June lnmrinud his pollucnl opponents,

And fuir enough too - they were about to
] P a vote of o fick against
hlm a vote which Thabane knew he would
lose. Rather than accept that his days in
office may now be numbered, Thabane
opted to shut down his country’s entire
legislative wing.

Or take Deputy Prime Minister
Metsing, who wasted no time in declaring
himself in charge following Thabane’s
escape on Saturday. Metsing leads the
third-largest party in Parliament, and
it’s only with his support that Thabane's
ruling coalition has enough seats to
govern. But Metsing Isn’t content to
play second fiddle - he’s been agitating
for more power within the coalition,
and when that was not forthcoming
began Lo flirt with the major opposition
party. And his motivations might run
even deeper than that, Metsing is facing
major corruption charges over dodgy
tenders and mysterious deposits in his
bank account, with his trial due to begin
in o week,

Then there's army commander

led-

Lieutenant-General Tlali Kamoli, who

he staged a coup, arguing that he was
doing his duty in preventing the police
from arming a radical new political
group. But it just so happens that
Thabane was planning to sack Kamoli,
and the Lieutenant-General got word
of his impending dismissal the night
before, Regardless of Kamoli's political
affiliations, the timing indicates that his
primary motivation may simply have been
to cling on to his job.

So far, so predictable. Politicians
aren’t exactly renowned for their
selflessness. But something will have to
give If Lesotho is to fix this mess, There
are short-term solutions, but all involve
someone losing power.

One option is for Thabane to recall
parliament. He is reluctant, because he
knows that vote of no confidence will be
the first order of business. This would
force him out of office and instigate a
new round of coalition-building. Another
option is for the government to be
dissolved and snap elections called.
Thabane’s not too keen on this either ~
the last few months have not been good
for his popularity. But neither is Metsing,
who knows that the biggest winner in
any new election will be former Prime
Minister Pakalitha Mosisfll, who is now

uvdny raids (m-policc stations « «leaderof the official opposition,* =+« « =
! |

While th

squabbling, one curiously quiet figure
has been King Letsie 111, Lesotho is
a constitutional monarchy where the
king is head of state, Like the British
Queen, however, this position is largely
ceremonial. He doesn't have much legal
power - but that doesn’t mean he doesn’t
have a role to play.

“He's the hidden force that no one’s
talking about,” said John Aerni-Flessner,
an assistant professor of African History
at Michigan State University, and a
specialist on Lesotho, “It’s hard to
disentangle where the King sits, Legally
he doesn’t really have much to do with the
day to day running of things. But in reality
the King holds a far more important
position than the Queen does in England.
Lesotho really is a small place...the King
is certainly meeting with people and
talking with people and backing who
knows who.,"

For now, SADC and South Africa’s
swift and stern response to the erisis In
Lesotho looks to have contained it. Talk
of a coup is receding as it becomes clear
that the army did not intend to seize
control entirely, and there is hope for a
negotiated solution. This relles, however,
on compromise coming from somewhere.
Can Lesotho's leaders put thieir country’s

« “interests before their own? Or will gaivt <|'

je 1) have the finul yay? DM .

“We have not yet finished the
compilation of guns stolen during the
LDF attack. It is also of importance to
announce that suspects were released
from holding cells during the attack.” -
Deputy Police Commissioner Masupha
Masupha

“Licutenant General Mahao has been

inted as the fer of the
mmcd forces and we expect the army to
comply with this decision, irrespective
of the current situation where he is not
in office.” - Home affairs minister Chief
Joang Molapo

“The commanders' team went to
Lesotho to talk to Lt Gen Kamoli about
the situation in Lesotho, And it's clear
that the LDF released the statement
ralsing issues that were not part of those
that were discussed in this meeting.” -
SADC Organ on Politics, Defence and
Security director, Lieutenant Colonel
(Lt Col) Tanki Mothae

“Likuena have left for Burkina Faso today
(Thursday) at 9:30am and will arrive
there on Saturday, the very same day the
match takes place. And again the fact
that we are travelling with passenger's
flight will see the team arriving home
on Wednesday, the very same day their
match against Gabon takes place at
Setsoto  Stadium,” -LeFA executive
committee member Thabo Pule

“Parliament prorogation is a
constitutional tool nnd it can’t just

be ded by a declaration, that’s
more uke p;rnllclln; our Constltul]on

to an ag t. That s deg this
country.” - The Buouw Nlt.lonnl Party
(BNP) tary g )

Leuta

“Tlhoriso was killed like a dog. The
most painful thing about this whole issue
i that the suspect was never arrested
nor qucxuoued hecause the police are
not wurklng = Mathakane bcnljo,

i
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Zuma impose

d re- opening

of parliament: BNP official

KANANELD) BOLOETSE

ASERU - The Basotho
MN-uo-u Party (BNP)

secretary general, Mr
Lesojane Leuta, has said the
re-opening of parliament has
been lmposed on the coalition
government by President of
South Africa and ch: of

In which the leaders of the

to norﬂ;‘ together Lo restore
political normalcy, stability,

the SADC"s Organ on Pbl.ltlu.
Defence and Security, Mr Jacob
Zuma.

This comes after Zuma met
with a delegation of the coalition

Thabane, deputy prime minister
Mr Mothetfjoa Metsing and
gender, youth, sports and
recreation minister, Chlef
Thesele *Maseribane following
the recent political and security
developments in the country.

The leaders have released
a jolnt statement pledging to
work together to remove the
parliament prorogation and
re-open the august house on

19,

“The meeting reitorated
the commitment contained in
the Windhoek Declaration,

The Windhoek Declaration
was sigoned by BNP's deputy
leader, Chief Joang Molapo,

the party on July

was in the first place cheated
into signing the agreement in
Namibia.

“We as the BNP had meetings

short-term view. The BNP fully
supported the reason for the
Prime Minister's prorogation
of parllament. We also as the
BNF know the vital role that
parliament plays in legislating
and oversoelug the work of the
executive brunch, We therefore

Meanwhile, the BENP
spokesperson Mr Machesetsa
Mofomobe told Public Epe in
Wednesday this week there are
things that need to be addressed
before parlisment can be re-

law and order, peace and 30 priorto the SADC Summit in  where we tried to bring different “The people that tried to
security in the Kingdom. In  Zimbabwe on August 17, bheads to map a way out of the  gverthrow the government must
that regard, the leaders of the It was signed before the then  current coalition problems that  be dealt with first. First things
coalition goverament agreed ofthe SADC Organ on- would be taken as the party’s  firet; why must we be hurried
to expeditiously implement Politics Defence and Security, ihndpolnl. Our leader, Ntate into re-opening parliament?™
the decl i by removing N F Hifk ik had chaired those M be o d.
the 1 i! in Pohamba, who was diati ings twice, and then amidst “It has also been agreed that
particular,” the statement read. ln pollucal problem- within  all these, somebody cheatsallour  the executives of the coalition
But speaking to Public Eye efforts and sneaks to Windhoek  mect today (Wednesday), and
In an interview on Wed: The “" to sign a decl don,” he sald. that means we are at liberty as
this weeck, Lesojane indicated  rise to public tp-u from some “When we req d the the ives to declde our own
that the ENP has always had  party members whe d that d: of that ting with  way out of the current situation.
reservations on the Windhoek heacted outside party policy and  President Pohamba, we were  What will be the importance of
as it did not refiect  mandate. asked what we were going to do  today”s meeting if it is not meant
the mandate of the party. noted, “It is quite  with such minutes because the 1o give us a platform to decide
He indicated he-was irritating that the Decl Declaration has already been  for ourselves our own future?”
disturbed that Zuma had revived  which was Ignored and duly signed. The Prime Minister be quizzed.
the Decl and i d  superseded by the SADC S was ch d into signing that A fuming Mofomobe
llonlheuwwwm has been brought to life agaln, declaration.” cannot allow to be
leaders. It must be clear the Summit is In an earlier interview gtoreotyped and be made to think
“We have always been clear  superior to the Organ.” with Public Eye, Chief Molapo  “the Pohamba and Zums way'.
that the Declaration was He added: “Parliament had Indicated, “I have tried The coalition leaders are
on behalf of the BNP without p isa 1 1o stay true to the principl today d to meet with
proper consultation with the tooland itcan'tjustbe of ‘Moshoeshoelsm,” which is  His M King Letsic III to
party’s national executive byld(dlm}omth-l‘lmm the founding philosophy of our  advise him on the lfting of the
committee. We still maintain p ing our Ce itut party.™ parliament prorogation.
that it is not consistent with the That ks d "‘ He noted, “We ! Parli t is expected
policy position of our party,” Mcounuy." take long-term decisions when o re-open with all attendant
Leuta said. According to Leuta, Thabane  people might like us to take &  procedures on September 19,

Police resume work as situation calms

PASCALINAM KARI

tho M d

~Thel

in Maseru on Wednesday this

MASERU
Police Service (LMPS) has gone
back to work after suspending

The army attacked police
beadquarters, Special Unit at

Ha Mabote and Maseru Central = of|

stations at around Sam and
S0t firearms.
One police officer was shot

during the attack.

The LDF -m the raid on
s tip-aff

police stations

uausouemmbcno(mu:cwn <

advised members of the public
to demand identification cards
from anyone clalming to be part
Tiooana further revealed the
army had scized a total of 44 rifles
belonging to the police and many
other weapons which were to be
used in court as exhibits,
Addressing the media on
Wednesday this week, Deputy
Polk‘e Commissioner Masupha

to arm some “u
elements”™ during a protest march
led by the Lesotho C for
Democracy (LCD) which was
scheduled to take place on :

ha said, “We have not yet
finished the compilation of guns
stolen during the attack. It is
also of lmpon.nm lo announee
d from

this week.

The march was intended to
ask Prime Minister Dr Thomas
Motsoahae Thabane to re- open
parliament after it was prorog

that susp
hobdingctlsdxﬂuthen.ud_

He pleaded with members of

the public to be patient as police
‘wouald so0n start re~arrestiog them

in June and failed to re-open on

they
He further acknowledged
problems

Police
Tioocans told a press conference

uniform was stolen during the army ~ had stolen
ttack 7 ‘ beverages
“We are all police f r o m
Shontifieatl police.

cards when they go about doh(
their duties.™

Masupha also begged

to help police officers

who witnessed the army attacks as
wu«mwm

a cligue of Lesotho

Defence Force
(LDF) mobou otne-lln; an
2 of

drinks and four cell phones
that were golng to be used
in court as exhibits were
stolen during the
attack.” he sald.
LDF public
affaics officer
Major Ntlele
Ntol could not
be reached
for comment
yesterday to
respond to
allegations
some LDF
members
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SECHABA MOKHETHI

ASERU - Lesotho
Defence Force
(LDF) commander

Lieutenant General (Lt Gen) Tlali
Kennedy Kamoli was left with
egg on his face after the SADC
Organ on Politics, Defence and
Security distanced itself from a
statement made by his office on
Tuesday this week following the
Troika’s military chiefs’ meetm;
At Moshosshos T

Alrport.

The meeting, held on Monday
and called by the SADC Organ on
Politics, Defence and Security
Chairman, President Jacob Zuma
of South Africa, was attended
by Lt Gen Kamoli, senior LDF
officers, as well as commanders
of the South African, Namibian
and Zimbabwean armies.

In an lnlervlew with Public

’s

Public Eye

SADC warns Kamoli

had been exiled since the August |
30, on Wednesday this week
ordered police officers across the
country to resume their duties in
their upiforms and deliver to the
public as usual.

s This follows a statement he’
Disowns LDF statement Suuds.on DU whening on
local radios that the police should

stop ing their
across the region to deliberate on discontinue serving the pubhc‘
mechanisms that could calm the until further notice for safety of

country’s upheavals and bring their lives.

lasting peace to the Kingdom. TSooana’s order was

“The commanders’ team went
to Lesotho to talk to Lt Gen
Kamoli about the situation in
Lesotho. And it’s clear that the
LDF released the statement
raising issues that were not part -
of those that wcrc discussed in
this meeting,” he said.

He added lhe Troika would
issue a report of the meeting,
citing: “...those issues that were
a d will be rel d jointly

Eye, the S
Lieutenant Colonel (Lt Col)
Tanki Mothae, said he had a
copy of the LDF statement to
the nation, which he hasi:

by those who took part in that

meeting.”
Ifthere was any statement that
needed publicity about the SADC

should not be associated with his
office as it did not contain issues
di d by the ders al.
the Moshoeshoe I meeting.

In the statement by the LDF,
spokesperson Major Ntlele Ntoi
indicated the commanders ha.d

ledged to warn their
leaders that Lesotho’s coalition
government faced challenges that
had unfortunately aggravated to
a political impasse.

‘The statement also noted the
commanders held a view that the
political leaders should be careful
not to derail their problems,
turning them into the army’s
problems.

“It is on this condluon that
the commanders e_mphasised
they would not encourage the
leaders of their countries to

consider military intervention in"

Lesotho,” it further showed.

Lt Col Mothae insisted in
an interview with Public Eye
on Wednesday this week the
Troika-commanders’ meeting
had nothing to do with the issues
raised in the statement by the
LDF.

“What should be clear to
everyone is that SADC wants
to see a democratic Lesotho,
which is under the rule of law,
and anything outside that is
against the SADC regulations
and d les,” he

’l‘rmkn, it had to be released
legally by the responsible olﬂce,
“and the office that is
istheonelam oewpylngtogeﬂler
with the South African leadership
that chairs the SADC Organ on
Politics, Defence and Security.”
Mothae emphasised any
statement that did not go through

the given channels was invalid [
and should not be attributed to
the Troika.

He highlighted the
Moshoeshoe. I International
Airport meeting mainly focused
on Lt Gen Kamoli as he ought
to ensure the situation in the
country calmed and went back to
normality.

“If one changes the
country’s situation, it’s also his

P bility to lise it so
that usual business can be done
as expected.”

As for other issues that were
discussed, Mothae said, “I won’t

“As we are speaking, we

have been sent the gazette um
inted Lt Gen M:

Mnhno, thus removing Lt Gen

Kamoli from office.

“We are only waiting for
Lesotho to write us a letter
through its Foreign Affairs
ministry, but we already know
that the command of LDF is legal

ding to the gazette given to
us and the commander is Lt Gen
Mahao,” he explained.

According to the LDP

the other

hed at Mo

oy

that were

Thabane who is the leader of

echoed by his deputy, Masupha
Masupha who said the police
had learnt problems could be
d when und: ki
police operations as some orthclr
uniform was in wrong hands.

M‘sup)n warned Basotho

police identifi
c!rdsthstborelhe face of the
holder to prove that one was
really & police officer.

He added: “We have to
continue under this situation
and we will continue updating
the public on ehanges that may
occur.”

. TSooana also revealed the

~army had also impounded keys

the police offices, motorbikes

. and vehicles, including his official

service vehicle.
“The raid continued at the

| residences of police officers where

t.he army was looking for :hose
Ible for

cases Lhey were interested in,

searching also for those who

guarded the commisianer in an

the All Basotho C ion
and coalition partner, Mr
Thesele ‘Maseribane, police
commissioner Khothatso
THooana and newly-appointed
LDF commander Lt Gen.
Maaparankoe Mahao and other
- senior police officers fled the
country into South Africa fearing
for their lives after the army
raided three police stations
in Maseru and confi d

to find his wh b

As the police, TSooana said,
they were shocked when they
heard that upon arrival of the
army during the raid, they asked
about dockets of the corruption
case against the Deputy Prime
AL Mr Mothetjoa Metsi

and other top nnkingguwmmen;
officials.
The army was also seeking

ammunition.

dock of cases against some
military members, he disclosed,

“The police i
(Khoth T3ooana) and police

be able to reveal the details as

1 was not directly part of the

meeting; I was only briefed on

what had transpired.” |
H

Moth

1 are that all the soldiers should
return to their barracks.

It further indicated the foreign

Jors a0 Yad to

who fled should also come back
to the country to resume their
duties. They should also draw

a dmap that would clearly

noted he

was clear the mission was to the LDF to undermkc regulu

sbowmecbunismst.hatwouldbe
‘t.o bdngu

patrols around places of nati
significande to ensure their
securil

meet Kamoli and warn him on the
prevailing situation in Lesotho
and that it should be calmed for
governance to take its course.

~ Asked to react to the current
issue within the LDF,

ty. 3
The LDF further said

Kamoli should accept that .

stressed.

Mothae indicated the
commanders were in Lesotho in
line with meetings that were held

the politi who fled
"the counuy should come back -
uncondluomlhf ;

Mothae said the der of
the LDF was appointed based
on provisions of the law by King

they also agreed that Lt Gen

to polic:
“In rela.uon to tlle above
mentioned conclusions,
expectation is that all should

comply and come to resume

their responsibilities of serving

the public,” the LDF statement

who

ddi For ly, they did
not manage to find those dockets.
They then seized police guns.”

T3ooana assured the public
that measures have been
undertaken to see to it that the
situation in the country calms
down.

“The law that was high-jacked
by a group of soldiers is getting
back to work for the protection

~and safety of the public,” he

concluded.
~  Efforts to get a comment

from the LDF spokesperson
. Major Ntlele Ntoi proved fruitless

Letsie IIT Dr Motsoah

» T¥
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D-DAY FOR LESOTHO .. as SADC leaders meet
over political and security crises. By Bongiwe
Zihlangu (Full story: Sunday Express September
14 -20, 2014 p.2.)

President Jacob Zuma invited regional leaders
to an urgent meeting in Pretoria to discuss
Lesotho’s political and security crises. In his
capacity as the Chairperson of Southern African
Development Community (SADC) organ on
Politics, Security and Defence, President Zuma
was to mediate in the dispute between the
coalition government partners over the re-
opening of parliament.

The coalition leaders were expected to have
discussed the issue earlier and announced
Parliament’s reopening date, as recommended
by Mr. Zuma. In contrary, the parliament did
not open on the scheduled date, due to issues
that concerned the security in the country.
Chief Maseribane stated that the government
had no intention to open the Parliament “until
certain conditions regarding security are met”.
He further said “Issues concerning security are
not negotiable at all. We need to thrash them
out thoroughly before we can even consider
opening Parliament”.

(clelalalalalaley

LCD REMAINS FIRM ON REOPENING OF
PARLIAMENT. By Bongiwe Zihlangu. (Full story:
Sunday Express September 14 -20, 2014 p.2.)

The LCD party Secretary General Tseliso
Mokhosi said the Lesotho Congress for

Democracy will not succumb to the pressure
from ABC and BNP, it reconsiders its stance that
Parliament must reconvene on Friday 19"
September, 2014 as recommended by SADC.

After the three parties had been expected to
announce the re-opening date, the ABC and
BNP wrote a letter to the regional bloc insisting
the country’s security issue had to be resolved
first before the National Assembly could
reconvene.

The LCD denounced the letter, insisting the
party would stand firm on the agreement
brokered by SADC in Pretoria. “Our position is
firm; Parliament should open on 19 September
and there’s no turning back. We will not
compromise on that one at all” said Mar
Mokhosi, who is also the Minister of Energy,
Meteorology and Water Affairs”.

[glelalalalalaley

“DC PLANS MASS DEMO” by Lekhetho
Ntsukunyane. (Full story: Sunday Express
September 14 -20, 2014 p.4.)

Democratic Congress (DC) - the main
opposition party, is planning to hold a
“massive” demonstration if Prime Minister
Thomas Thabane reneges on his promise to re-
open Parliament on 19 September, 2014. The
party spokesman Mr. Serialong Qoo, said “It is
true that we would want to stage a massive
demonstration on 24 September. However the
protest will only take place if Ntate Thabane
maintains that he will not open Parliament on
19 September in line with the declaration he,
and his fellow government leaders, signed in
Pretoria on 1 September, 2014”
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ASERU - The
Constitutional Court
on Monday next week

is expected to hear a matter in
which Deputy Prime Minister,
Mothetjoa Metsing wants it to
pronounce the seizure of his
banking particulars by authorities
as illegal.

Metsing, who is also leader
of the Lesotho Congress for
D has cited the direct
general of the Directorate on
Corruption and Economie
Offences (DCEQ), justice
minister, minister of human
rights, rehabilitation, law and
constitutional affairs, attorney
general, Standard Lesotho
Bank and Nedbank Lesotho, as
respondents..

In his papers filed before the
court on August 11, the deputy
prime minister has given all

dents 10 days to opp:
the application if they so
wish.

The court on Thursday last
week postponed the matter after
the respondents had filed their
answering papers earlier that
week.

Metsing has accused the.

DCEOQ of violating his right to
private and family life, by seizing
his banking particulars without
his consent in their investigations
to probe corruption charges
against him.

He also slammed both the
Standard Lesotho Bank and
Nedbank Lesotho for releasing
his banking details to the
DCEO.

The respondents in their:
papers show that what transpired . |

was in line with the law, adding

Public Eye

Metsing corruption
trial continues

Mothetjos Metsng, Depaty Prime Mitister

wrote him a letter requesting
information in respect of the
monies deposited in his two bank
accounts between April 2013 and

January 2014, &
“It will: immedia'.cly emerge

ex fucie, that Lbe (DCEO) was in

due p was followed when
~ Metsing’s banking particulars
| were seized.

Metsing wants the DCEO to
return all his seized particulars
or destroy them.

He further wants the body
to be interdicted from further
violating his rights.

According to his papers,

is vear

p sion of | ion about
not just my bank accounts, but

also had intimate knowledge of
the cash deposits and dates of
such deposits,

“ declare that I never gave
the DCEO this information nor
did I authorise anyone to disclose
this information. This was given
in stark violation of my rights
L

constitution,” the papers also
show.
According to the plpers,

his papers.
He adds: “As recently as
August 12014, I was summoned

Metsing’s defence team p: to app
the movconﬂwpartoft.heDCEO

as linconstitutional and ince:

advised him not to com|

the body’s request.

“] do not intend ,.‘_, g

before the Maseru
Magistrate’s Court on ill-
anpatcd charges which were

thidrawn on the same day,,

’gnd ‘I have no doubt that those
were ted to what I am

with the unconstitutional and’
unlawful demand (of the DCEO)
based on the law.

“It follows therefore, that
unless this court entertains this
application and strikes the said
law as unconstitutional, I stand
the risk of criminal prosecution
and sentencing,” Metsing says in

being subjected to by the first
(DCEO Director General) and
d (DCEO) respondents

Monday
power cut not
politically
connected

LERATO MATHEKA

MASERU — A large part of Maseru
and surrounding areas were
plunged into total darkness for
approximately an hour on Monday
evening following a power outage.

Explaining the blackout, acting
public relations manager with
the Lesotho Electricity Company,
Tsepang Ledia said a switch tripped
at one of their sub-stations and
affecting other sub-stations.

“At the moment we don't have
reports as to which plant triggered
the problem but a switch tripped
which affected other plants,” he
said. He added, ‘With electricity
one can never be too sure because
switches go off and on before being
attended to, but like we have said in
a that is what happe
on Monday."

Ledia said there are two types
of power outage - planned and
unplanned - and they address them
differently.

*Unplanned power cuts
happen when we least expect due
to different things including bad
westher, which goes on to trip

| switches like What happened on

Monday. Other cuts are planned
and notices are made for the public

| to know well in time,” he explained.

He rubbished allegations that
the power cuts were connected to
the current political instability in the|
country.

*| would fike to emphasise that
LEC eng pojtics don't go together.
W!mhappenvd on Monday this
w;aekw;s pura!y @ power cut
triggered bya faulty switch, nothin,
mone nothing less.”

Places affected by the power

herein.”

He further charges that both
banks ought to have known that
obtaining his private banking
details was a violation of his right
to private and family life.

included some parts of Ha-Mabote,|
Téosane, Koalabata, Thusthe,
Téenala, Motimposo, Maqauka
Temong, Moshoeshoe Il, Sea Point,
Ha-Téi, Leqele, Ha-Fako, Maseru
East, Maseru West, Maseru CBO,
Thetsane, and more, the LEC
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Ta'eliso Mokhosi

Mcanwhile, Molapo said as a partner
in" the coalition government, lhey
cre nl«: ubufled at the Miniucr

and T

Selibe Mochobaroane’s statements for the
government to the public.
"l.nsa week we cnllcd upon | Monounblc

..Btt Mlnlster won't budge stands his ground

word in Cabinet is the Prime Minister’s, and
nobody else.”
“We are in a coalition government but

M b and F hnw.- only one Prime Minister who can make
to take ease in their public a2 ¥ 1 by the C ftuti
Molapo indicated. I is an imy tool but that

He said the current spate of events called
for a calm und mature approach especially
by leaders of the public.
lu thnl. Molnpo uid Ihu) cannot aceept

of d

the Prime Mlnlslers decisions. to the
public. *We as Ministers, are expected to
support the Prime Minister 100% while on
public still knowing that he will be given a
platform.

“If he disagree with what the Prime
Minister has taken as the decision, he
knows exactly where to complain, rather
than opposing that to the public. In the
public arena, you are expected to stand on
what the PM has said, whether you like it or
not,” Molapa said,

He mentioned that they had kept quiet
for a long time trying to respect other
the Minister of Local

Ministers ieula
government'who is also the Deputy Prime
Minister but who has come out openly

against the Prime Ming

does not mean the cabinet is not bound by
the decisions made by the Prime Minister,

Molapo said BNP does support the
Prime Ministor. nq well as the government
of Lesotho, (&)

He further pnlnlell that they were
surprised to hear Mochoboroane again
saying where the former LDF mmmxndcr
was.

“How did ha ' know vdmv ‘Licutenant
General Kamoli was, unless he enjoys the
relationship with LDF?* he quipped “And
how did he know about the number of guns
Kamoli has?"

Meanwhile In an interview with the
Informative last night, Mokhosi would not
change goal posts saying that there is not
even a single person who can say he or she
had seen the members of the LDF at any
point where ever they are being claimed to
be way laying:

“This is just black mail on Kamoli,”
said.

Mokhosi

“The notice for nppolnlmem of the new
LDF commander was issued by the Prime
Minister advising King Letsic 111 to appoint
Lt.-Gen Maaparankoe Mahao as the new
LDF commander, therefore were surprised
to hear other Mlnmen saying the King was
not properly ad

“The lan;uago lelb us thlt we have )ull

He strongly emphasized this as not
reality.
He further added that what bas been said
does not exist. “It was confirmed and well
said By SADC that there is no war in Lesotho,
Al these people want to see s lawlessness
and bloodnhed in tlu» munlm he ndded

or quarter Prime Mini
not good at all,” he said, i 'n:eﬁml

fed fume as his mobile pbone nng

.‘ ) ‘ g y . | & y v 4 " o'
n w

Ma/n oppos:tlon fears for the change of LDF command

By Keletso Leotla

MASERU- The main opposition party the
Democratic Congress (DC) says that more
blood will be shed if government persists with

Tiohang Sekhamane

ed to be used to
promote violent political instability media
reports have indicated an alliance of police to
the All Basotho Convention (ABC) while the
military has been aligned with the Lesotho
Congress for Democracy (LCD)

to disarm police

Coldh.

said it was unfortunate that

ive to remove Li General
(Ix~(-en) Thali Kamou and substi him
with newly app i army chief Li

General (Lt-Gen) Maaparankoe Mahao would
only result in more blood shed for Basotho.
Mdmm; o media hncﬁng in Maseru
Tiohang who is
of Parl (MP) for Mokhotl

there ks division within security forces whose
key responsibility is to ensure national peace

and instability in this country.
He went to say that they have heard
Mahao on media station insulting high profile
it eutellwynmnctdlwuouno

#79 constituency, said the move to demote
Kamoli in favour of Mahao was a politically
motivated one which carries nothing but
woes for the mountain Kingdom.

- According 1o Sckhamane, as a party they
had since noticed that the tiff between the
army and police service was divided along
political affiliation lines.

In recent days following last week's
invasion of the police posts by members of
the armed forces in an alleged operation

7

a political party date as army
chief.

On 29th August a government gazette was
=aid to have been released which tipped then
Bragidier Mahao to have ded the army

including house and cars as well as
kmin;one of his dogs.

“The military operation on police stations
including the police  héadquarters  had
resulted in the injury of a number of police
officers and death of one Sub Inspector.

Sckhamane said the ploy to change the
command of the Lesotho Defence Force
(LDF) was just a delay tactic also meant at
removing people’s focus on the main issuo
which is the opening of parliament which was
prorogued for nine months in June.

According to the DC's investigations,
Sekhamane said, Kamoli had since received
his marching orders from the premier’s office
a move which bas been said by the former
ruling party as very unfair since Kamoli was
never afforded a chance to clear his name.

He also pointed out that in today’s meeting
with South African president Jacob Zuma,
they were going to make their point clear on
what they feel be the result of the change of
command in the country,

The South African president who is also
chlirmnn of lhc SADC (Southern African

ity) Troika is expected
o jet into Ihe country today where he will
meet some of the political leaders in the
coalition pact and nppodtion I‘on Innuquy
forward to th

Apart from mcetmg  Zuma, the DC will
also meet the Commonwealth of Nations as
well as the United Nations leadership to make
their submissions.

Meanwhile speaking at the same media
hﬁuﬁn; fellow party member Retdelisitsoe

ladder to become the new commander of the
armed forced in place of L1-Gen Kamoli.

The following day, among an array
of mishaps that happened was the fact
that Mahao's residence was attacked by
unidentified men who had destroyed his

tse who is MP for Mohales” Hoek
#58 Mahao has made a declaration of war
agaist his predecessor albeit in the media.

He added by saying that Mahao, as %
commander has to control LDF by making
sure that there is peace and stability in the
eountry not to be see fuelling it
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MPs give Thabane ultimatum

... open Parliament by 26 September or face mass action

Billy Ntaote
A GROUP of 73 Members of Parliament

(MPs) have given Prime Minister Thomas |

Thabane an ultimatum to either open Par-
liament by tomorrow, 26 September, or face
mass protests.

The MPs are mostly from the main oppe-
sition Democratic Congress (DC), and have
accused the All Basotho Convention (ABC)

leader of not taking mediation by several |
stakeholders, among them the Southern |
African Development Community (SADC), |
seriously in trying to resolve the country’s |

political challenges.

Dr Thabane suspended Parliament for
nine months on 10 June 2014 to avoid a no-
confidence vote and has continually refused
to have it d despite itting
to do 50 on at least three occasions before
SADC mediators.

The premier cites the country’s current
insecurity for refusing to open the Parlia-
ment, and has vowed not to do so until the
country is completely safe.

Top among the security threats, the pre-
mier says, is Lieutenant General Tlali Ka-
moli who remains in office despite being
fired as Lesotho Defence Force (LDF) com-
mander by Dr Thabane on 29 August 2014.

“If the Prime Minister continues to refuse
to open Parliament, we will return to our
voters and he will understand the people
are really powerful. They will hold protest
marches to demand he opens their Parlia-
ment.

“We have also told Cyril Ramaphosa, as

the SADC facilitator, that we s gegest Par-
liament should be opened by 26 September
2014, now that the prime mini has al-

DC MP Tlohang Sekhamane

sa facilitate the opening of Parliament as
agreed during the 1 September 2014 media-
tion, and then ensure the political parties
agree on a date for an early election, also as
d by SADC last week.

ready missed the 19 September deadline he

had agreed to in Pretona, early this month,”

smd the spokesperson of the MPs, Tlohang
soon after ing with South

African Deput) Presxdenl Cyril Ramaphosa
on Tuesday this week.

Mr Sekhamane, who is also the Mokhot-
long constituency MP for the DC, said the
legslators would want to see Mr Ramapho-

SADC mmmmended the only way Leso-
tho's political instability could be resolved
was by holding a fresh election before the
original date of 2017 as the current coali-
tion government of the Lesotho Congress for
Democracy (LCD), All Basotha Convention
(ABC) and Basotho National Party (BNP) had
failed to work together due to irreconcilable
differences.

The three parties
formed a coalition govern-
ment after the 26 May
2012 election had failed
to produce an outright
majority winner.

Meanwhile, Mr Sekha-
mane said after sending
Mr Ramaphosa a letter
of complaint seeking to
be given "a fair hearing”
during the mediation,
the MPs finally met the
SA Deputy President on
Tuesday this week.

“It was in this meet-
ing that we told Mr
Ramaphosa of the need to
reopen Parliament by 26
September.

“We submitted to Mate
Ramaphosa that he had
been given terms of ref-
erence to work with in
ensuring the restoration
of political and security
l stability in our coun-
try but the problem he
15 faced with is that the
coalition government, he
is supposed to be dguh:ng

said.

“If Thabane fails to open Parliament as
we are demanding now, he would have to
deal with the people directly.

“I was voted into Parliament by the peo-
ple of Mokhotlong and I represent them in
the National Assembly. All these other MPs
also want to see Parliament opened without
further delay.

“So if Ntate Thabane does not listen to
these demands, he would be forcing us to go
back to the electorate and they would be the
ones to show him the powers vested in the
people,

“The people would take him to task for
failure to open their Parliament.”

r Sekhamane further said the MPs had
informed Mr Ramaphosa that the prime
minister had options to dissolve Parliament

opening it tomorrow, and then either
call for an election or resign.

“We also made it clear to the deputy pres-
ident that there are no security problems
that Parliament could not handle, which
is why we have always advocated for the
House to be reopened.

“We also showed him that his terms of ref-
erence would be easily implemented when
the Parliament is opened as everything
would then fall into place without any chal-
lenxea," he said.

hasised to Ntate R hosa that

with in finding a
to the impasse, has col-

lapsed.

“It is not ouly Parlia-
ment that has not been meeunf ince Tha-
bane prorogued Parliament on 10 June; the
Executive has also not had cabinet meehngi
for more than a month now.

“Even the coalition parties’ Parhamentary
caucus has not been meeting for a very long
time, as we speak.

“So what we have today. we emphasised to
Ntate R h is not 4s we
know it; we told him it is currentl) difficult
to classll'y it

“However, we made him aware that if Par-
liament was to be opened urgently, it would
deal with all these problems,” Mr Sekhamane

ifhe real.ly wants to help Basotho, he should
pay more attention to those who constitute
the majority and this majority can only be
proven in Parliament.

“It is evident that the coalition govern-
ment parties (LCD, ABC and BNP) are
divided and we, as MPs, should be given
a chance to test who really constitutes the
majority. But that can only be done when
Parli is opened,” Sckh said.

However, mth the MPs making it clear
they would pass a vote-of-no-confidence in
his premiership, Dr Thabane looks unlikely
to be swayed by the MPs demands to open
the House by tomorrow, and would wait for
Mr Ramaphosa to facilitate an early election
before 2017, as recommended by SADC.
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IN recent following the ongoing
fall-out between the three coalition gavern.
mm w1 bave watched closely the

hlotbo Mﬂn (LTV), haa played in
as e the

b
:
3
£

rtain
ir
Teil st Bt the Lesotho
mm.mmaﬁnmy No. &,
of 2000 and the Media Inatitute of South-

Indeed it puwh!um-.mu:.tm
dthcd.kqmnduu-e‘-dnmm.-w

LTV has an obligation
- to inform Basotho

NATIONAL

FAGENDA

the Nozi and b hi

bwthtuun d t.h-nuw-"‘co‘ b
thum
the woeld is full
olmwhmuvl“ 12 -1.; i ly fafled dikmali
of * in their misa

ln-th.ruhld Mosctho to know what all
lhnrln mdoh;-mdmiu_ Yot LTV is re-

und
the political viows of the Lesotho Conm for De-
Democratic Cangress axi
Tha nnmuuutboymdm to the integrity
of the paticnil broadesster will b very difficult to
Teverso.

lllmhiﬁ.".ndmthdr detriment, this nation
i wware of nenm-mv\dnmdthnn-lml

Z

iﬁ;m
ot

m"‘"’if" st roceting
o this ay,
Viewers hod to haw :hcb

ta(hrwhln

Other rosponastilities of the media
mn:;:mprm support and enter-
12in

hrmnrn-udlhncolun 1
will only <n the T

dmmmmm-é
matters

u:hmmmi«uunlheb\mxmm

Meonsbers of Purlinment
Lesotho Sun Hotel, beratk

‘unask
-ndtbdr-nno.u
‘the of

W-ndaﬂhglorlhum

are countless other

b dolib-
of woeks ago Prime

Thabane and a number of his
official &

;hn‘
18 qum
mm&:ﬂ

ocratic C

(hdn-ndlhbcnf

LTV-hudmwnmmlhbcmw
mﬂnln-n;:n 's political erisix.

Howover, mrmhnwodnm
that the premior and his (' atten-

at be recallod,

both in the media and

. of the congress that in

baily iy fhe’ coatitl %
mont at every opportunity,

nre ware of courwe other mews itoms

mlmmcudmthhbﬂlnmwhﬁl. fact
for of this column, will

dunwlhnuﬂmnumyumny i
noA more impartant.
Yet not even a snippot of this ceremony

DOt write o, save 1o ocheerve that what the
balletin x and deli
ately [xiled to report wis of a major nation.

.;

|

%ﬂmmmﬁwmﬁ-m.
are to
Mmmmuu-m&f"&'
n-a!bopubhc m]
scomme l.)‘ M'-_l” wm
that the national broadcaster is funded |
from the public purse. [t has been estab-
lished precisol whﬁamth-um.bunl
matters of
hmyhol.thymyn&l&mﬁm
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Thabane bares all in Zuma letters

® Premier highlights danger posed by Lt Gen Tlali Kamoli and the connection
between the army commander and Deputy Prime Minister Mothetjoa Metsing

Bongiwe Zihlangu Al
FRIME Minister Thomas Thabane
knew removing Lisutenant General
Tlali Kamoli as Lesotho Defence
Foree (LDF) Commander would not
b wosy and had requested military
support fram South Africa o day
announcing the dismissal
through a govornment gazette
According to a letter Dr Thabane
wrote to South African President
Jacod Zama on 27 August 2014 — a
duy bufore Lt Gen Kamoli's dismiss-
al - lho prrmmr Inglhh‘hlul the

the army chief, hencv. hu g uest
for - intervention - “as & hbour
and Chair of the Soulh(-m ican
Development Commumly (8ADC)
Organ oo Politios, Defonce, and Se-
cunity Cooperntion”,

In the
tho Lesotho Times bos obtained,
Dr Thabane chronicled why he bo-
lieved the lnny chiofl would not-ac-
copt his dlamissal, bonce his foars
that the country’s security situntion
was not conducive for the reoponing
of Parliament,

The promier had suspended Par.
liament for nine months on 10 June
2014 to avoid a no-confidence vote
in his leadorship, and at the time
he wrote the letter to Me Zoma, was

praroga«

under pressure to lift the

Lify

wlbn P
(HNP)lﬁu Mny 12
i i MMAM
in a hung parliamont. e
Howeyver, Dr Thabuno is yet
to reconvens Parliament des
spite lifting, ita prov
rogation on 5 Sep-
tember as SADC
‘rocommendations
town bringing stas
Dulny 10 the troubled

i
?lgo promier  ox-
phm-. in the letter

o Mr Zumn, why he
hn not adharod con.
plotely to the SADC
recommendationy: "I
write...to provide you
with progress on the
mossures that are bee
ing taken in Lesotho
in our endeavor to
find & lasting solution to the cumnv.
political situation in Lesotho,
the decision of the 34th SADC au m-
mit taken in Victoria Falls, Zimba:
bwe, during 17-18 August 2014,

“May I record that consultations
have begun in ernost towards the
roopening of Parliament. This exer-
cise nvoives the Offico of His Maj-
esty the Kma. Speaker of I!m Nl

tter, & copy of which

th immediate effoct
nnd (™) botc hy Brigadier

*“Manpa:
ﬂ‘ng-u. adds, In the same let-
ter, lh-l. corruption had also became
a factor in the country’s political in- «
stability,
*On the hamo(commum Your
that T sought

- Exvellency wall reo

some of these hhhlr

complox com-
mnhlai
l-nn of oomlpllon hias also

pow become w mattar in the way of

i the challenges on the political situ-

rampant corruption involving some
of the key figures in govepnment,”
Dr Thabape noted.

4

oven the Deputy Prime Minister
hos been implicated in these cor-
rupt activities -invelving public
funds, He is due to appear in court

Jto nnswer allogutions, based on

evidence, that he in involved in mal-
and abuse of powor, load-
'pn lossos of public funds,
pmubly pernml gnm and lhh

i of that are bcmu dopo-lwd
into hin bank accounts over some
tme now.

*1 have provided theso details
purposely because they have a

connection,
As | mentioned earlior, the Com.
mander of the Lesotho Def

ing to hu

oo, ’
“This is cspecinlly »0 ‘because’

; daolh

o d:olnuo(hwﬂw and

! # Szumhw

being His Majesty King Lotsie 111,

through o gazette notification of 29

Au t, 2014,

orts to get the SADOC team

that is in Masery to get Lt Gen Ka-
weo reason and occepd the

to
Jf’"l dismissal order,
ti ui

’ghdoep concorn in Lesotho.®
abane also reminds Presi-
denl Zuma that since Janusry 2014,
L Gen Kamoli had -dt:d outside
rds clear di ?d‘*
Ll clear un‘(wm rom
lnn u l;.: Ministor and or

"l‘hm hnv- lod to the docision
to give him a lettor of dinmissal nx
u mn md.lu Losotho's conatitu-

1‘ho promier slso highlights Lt
Gen Knmoli'y M o vacaty of:
. and Mhroatesing to unleash
further violonoo wnh troops undor
his illogal command”, which he
says slso confirms why Parliament
abould not bo opened under such an
insecure enyvironmont.

(As n result) we gro unable to
the Commander, 1t Gon
ahao to wssume

and engure that

ol. duly mmluulo‘d
vernmunt of Losotho is strictly

followed by all personnel donning

nuhhé?:nl{urm in Lesotho”

bane algo informs Presl
ma thay ﬂ ko the provail-

ing

mu not imphu the declara-
tions he. commitied 1o, such as
tho opening of Parisment on 19
2014, “because It Gen

his sboris make i

entire security stock
i Imdu unlswful “control.
N 10 mmlvn.

countey 1
bbuh poo-thlny of k-
ing in fames, s tho

Nﬁo #mb mn-
lq'

u UngOvErn-
boldmu it to

not mn thoa,

) can only give a
mnt}uuw.\ responsy

to the letters you'se
talking aboat once I've
soen thom. Even then,
1 would still first have
if 1 ahou! pond ta

bliah

, both as & nelghb
ence (,h-h- n{ the Orpn on Fohlk:- l)e-
fence nod S of SADC, in the

Farce iy reported to be o
secrot with b of

{o "On the i
situntion, highlighted to Yovur
Emellm:y. the discomfort lhnx in
caused by the current Ce

ition whe are planning

ovent that the situation cscalates to
nd il

owrd‘m the government.
include

of the Lesotho Defonco Farce, who
flatly rofuses to cooperate with the
Cammunnnor of Police and other

ticaal A ly and the
political parties

“In this regard, meetings of politi-
cal parties have begun to take place
to draw # roadmap towards thoe re-
opening of Parlinment.

“Discussions on the roadmap are
focusing mainly on the issues that
have throttled the smooth manage-
ment of thy coalition governmaent,
with & view to fnding o Iasting »o-
lution to them.”

Dr Thabane thon reminds Mr
Zuma of the meeting the two lead-
ers held on 28 July 2014 in Maseru
regarding the country's security —
a situation he pointed out had not
improved.

"In that meeting, | highlighted
some of the underlying factors that
inhibit the smooth running of gov-
ernment in Lesotho, naumely the
worrying security situation and

“\'lkl(“ in  re.
km-mx members of the LDF, who
are implicated in numerous acts of
criminality, predominantly cases of
murder and defeating the ends of
Justice

“Disturbingly, intelligence re-
ports o this currently volatile situ.
atlon paint to hin sttending clan:
destine meetings with dark f
keen on overthrowing the govern:
ment,

“In & word, under the ndd
General Kamoli, our Defonics.

is posing itsolf these days, axa W. ‘W nntici
eaitho’ “dzmo- iy

tontial threat 1

mem.
bers of the Deputy Prime Minis:
ter's party who were instrumental
in forging linka'with the opposition
Democratic Cangresa Party lod by
former: Primg Minister Pakalitha
Mosisili.
lmermmm thess days, ot his
rallies, the Doputy Prime Minister
op-mly prides hiosel( wnh the ﬂrm
et thoat! rom ou
;m itary and his comfart t.hnl it wﬂl

“protegt him against any action
&: unﬂorwma‘n’t‘ ok regn

his logal won" Dr Thabane

Buud on ‘the. above scenaria,
we have mnnnblv 8 nEkon

1 the :v.-maynl o(
mo fwm the Offi

emrnl
“the of the LDF) mluhl

crati= arder and public

“Accordingly, 1 have today and
pursuant to relevant leuulnuon-
including our Ce advised

receive negative and potentially
\Solonl n'acunn from, especially the
from within the

Hix Majosty the King to remove
General Kamoli from the office of
Commander of the Lesotho De-

Dofonce Foree, whom he has har-
boured from the arm of the law.
“Accordingly, I request military

¥
Munwiulo, in a subsequent lotter
d’tod 5 Septembar, nl-o adddressed
President Zuma, Dr Thabane
md:cnln- the security. situntion in
Lesotho * remained un“nlnlu "even
as calm

d

lhm. Major Ntol said

ted efforta to o com:

ment from Mr Mnlung (mled until

the timo of going to Pross last night,

However, Mr Motai 8 provis

oualy rubbished claimy bo was run:

ning away from rgos of corrup-

tion o that the ‘(.‘D Wil enjoying
mﬂ-(nry support.

n recent media briefing

bold rm{bo LCD headquarters, Mr

because
ensconcod vnl)un our -my‘l l\ud-
quarters”.

The lotter was written two days
after Dr. Thabane  bad  returned,
wnidor South. Afripan pobice guard,
from South Africa whm he hnd fled
aftor some members of the LDF had

was ad the divi
v

the
punnen ‘was not due to h\n wndinx
carruption cases, but Dr Thabanoe's
failuro to consult his follow princis

'pal- when muking key paw-nunw;;

such as the p %
Parliament,

starmed three ki anm palice  “When I was charged. I had long
stations, in what t rembor latee  ealled for the opomz}( of Parlias
sald was an u(u-m;-( coup, ~ mvm the n-opemnu Pnrlum;lnl

g 10 do whos

“The attagks had ropylted in the
death of une police afficer.

“prime ministor noted in hix
lotter to My Zuma: "Kamoli' is un-
willing to report for n meeting with
me, as also the Minister of Defence
and National Security, 1o recoive
the formal lettér of dismissal that
already has legal sanction of the
Commander-in-Chiof of the LDF,

ever wnnb to sue munl Ko ahead ™
Mr Metaing said.

*We've never, at any fiven palnt,
called for those instituting charges
against me to drop them

“We cannot suspend d«-muu-ory
Just because same peophe dre suying
they are jnvestignting acts of cor-
ruption.”
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DESPITE my best

wishes and

Al tmes.
solemii provers, the firsteover b

Utioang Kajeno

. ually penciled for 2017
I'd bet my lnst penny that, in his wild.
ost dreams, Mr Motsing never foresaw
that he would bring his .party and
hunul! o the doldrums. Ominously
for him and his party, the ABC and
BNP seem to hold all the nces.

That i wby the LCD, and the
main opposition Democracy  Con-
gress (DC), its offshoot, are fighting
a losing battle in bolding ento the
military insignis of the erstwhile
discredited former commander of the
Lesotho Defence Force (LDF)

On this front too, the LCD, DC and the

marniago that was (o bonefit not only Ba-
sotho but the entire African continent has
irrotriovably broken down.

general General
Tiali | Ramoli, are doutined to jose diamally
By his own admission tm- hmr-nd former

LCD to lose most from
broken marriage

ate with » renegudo general who v on the
prowl, heavily-armed. and terrorizing  and
ateacking at will, an mneosnt nation that
he is supposed to protect and indeod. as is
his calling. die for

To make matters worme for the recent
LECD-DC alliance, the Minister of Commu
nications, Science and Technology, Selibe
M €, even when ho v cspousing
# position that borders on insubordination
of Hin Majesty and his boss, Dr Thabane,
professes to speak on behalf of the govern
moent and not only the LCD

This inovitably drags the King's revered
office into this political mess and creates
further confusion in the nation, which 1
unacceptable

He bettor be warned that you don't defy
Hin Majesty and get away with it. You will
inevitably incur the wrath of this nation ot
the polis. They will mive you o kick in the
teoth, metaphoncally spoaking that will
send you to permnnent politieal slumber-
Innd nover to rise again.

{
Il early snap cloctions nre colied. as

sooms inevitable at this stage, 1 bet Dr
Thabane will sk the King to dissolve Par
lament. Whereupon the Council of State
will ndvise His Mojesty to ask Dr Tanbane
to form the interim government in the run
up 1o the eloction.

Dr Thabane, anastute politician that ho
is and to ensure » smoothly-run govern-
ment that was proviously so many times |

d DC Memb

This s also despite
10 reconcile the coalition partios by both
the international community, most notably
Southern African Development Commu-
nity (SADC) and local mediators.

To u large excont. the Lesotho C
for Demecracy (LCD) is o blame for the
political mess and the fall-out this country
finds itself in

However, | am not for one moment su
gesting the All Basotho Convention (.
and the Basotho Natwnal Party (BNF) are
exempt from blame for the acrimony in the
coalition government

What | am saying 1 their blameworthi.
news pales into mnemhmnm vrhon )uduvd
against that of their (er

i nt (MP} for Mokbmhmn Tlnh.ng
.\uthamm said former Lt Gen Kamoli
was the Inst vestige of democracy in Loso-
tho.

In his view democracy was dealt a mortal
blow by Dr Thabane a long time ago. Noth-
ing could be further from the truth, In fact.
the honourable MP is being delussonal and
lviog in denial,

i aiso previously opined in this column
that the LCD's ideol s closer to tho
DC's and cannot make o long- “term pol
any, under the lead: ar Mr

ir d by the LD, will sack some LCD |
Ministers and appoint his own people to
cabi potu

For starters, lot us not Jose night of the |
fnet lhnl the UCD will bave no say at all in
the affairs of state. They will join the op-
position, together with the DC. holding »
megaphone to protest decisions of the in.
terum government.

Sadly, this time they will bo on the other

side of government and their voices will
hardly over be heard
Ominously, again, the wp  echelons

1t anything, the roots of democracy in
Losotho have been further d.c-pcnnd by Dr
Thabane. The LCD-DC alliance are hold.

partor

In law if T wore a judgoe, 1 would arder
that the guilty party, LCD, forfeit the ben-
ofits of the murriage owing to their adul-
terous affair with the Democratic Conums
(DC). If only you forgive my analogy, for
argument sake

However, as fate would have it. the party
that has suffered the most damage 11 the
fall.out and subsequont break-up of the
marringe is inevitably the LCD

| will be vindscated in my view when the
following seenarios unfold. in the after.
math of the inevitable dissolution of Par.
liament after it and when

ing onto the woneral because they
are using him, because of the considerable
armoury under his command, to soize pow-
er from the democraticallv-alected govern-
ment.

inall honesty, how they hope to foist him
onto this nation. despite » gazotte termi-
nating his services, is beyond me.

In any event, even if we were to expect
the impossible and he remmined ar the
heim of the LDF, 1 fail to see how he will
orchestrate their ascension to power in this
country, without the peoplo’s mandate,

Or is it that they are they planning to
use him to assume power bv »Ome uncan-

there is stabiliny and peace. throughout the
country. The LCD 1 going 1o suffer irrops-
rable barm both financially and among the
volers

My forecast ix that even if the LCD elects
n new leadorship (which seems unlikely)
lurgely because under its loader, Deputy
Prime Minister Mothotion Metsing. it has
beer dealt & harmer blow, it is likely to

slowly cascade down the political abyss
Mr Metsing has done the party he was
entrusted 1o lead to revival, & mortal blow
from which it is unlikely to recover.

In plan languoge, ho has written tus
own political spitaph. What a sad end 10
& promising politica) career. Frankly, I do
not see him reviving has career.

If be has enough foremight, he should
have seon the writing on the wall when
SADC. after sevoral attempts to reconcile
the parties fotled, ndvisod the coalition gov.
ernment 1o advise His Majosty King Letsie
w bring forwurd the general election ini-

| means? 1 bope not since
they are democrate. Furthermore, their
standing by him is political suicide of the
A t order.
hey are further compounding their
problems and therefore eroding their in.
tegrity by encouraging o nPﬂ!lv and
contemptuously defy Hix Majesty's order
wsued on the advice of the prime mi

docimate the entire leadership of these |
partios

My ndvise to the LCD would be to negoti.
ate o withdrawal of these charges and turn
a pew page, then perhaps. maybe, all will
be forgotten. Hawever, perilously for them.
they always se¢m 10 go agunst common
sense and want to play into the hands of |
the ABC.

This in preeisely where the ABC wanted |
them. To sign their own political death |
warrant. Once thoy get convicted they will
m::h contest any eloction oven if they would
wi .

On the financial froot. the LCD )
ers will have suffored irreparably, moreso |
those who will be asked by Dr Thabane to |
vacate their cabinet portfolios. We all know
1t i» a4 sad reality that most pohiticians in
this country go into politics to gain mhh
expoditiously.

In cabinet positicas, the perks are oven

ns required by law.

Surprisingly. theee are the very laws
thut were enacted under the nn;h-p-n;
LCD, and later on DC government Thn
bogs the question of which came first, the
chicken or the ogg? Or rather impishly; is
mdng wagging the tail or the tail wagging

Simply put: political leaders encourng.
0 the army and the nation to defy lnvrful
orders i unheard of The ‘damage
:h;l\ have done w themselves is incalcu:
lable.

Hﬂm in all honesty, does » pohuul
and national lender worth his salt associ.

more haj o and the salary is attrac.
tive. Thas axpl why our pali fight
w0 eagoeriy for constituencies, Jot alone cabj-
Dot poats.

Further, if you are an MP you are enti.
tied to » daily allowance for attending each
wession couplod with o handsome monthly
salary. Tocrown it all, MP's are entitied to
& M500 000 interest-free loan. Their projec-
tion, I bet, is that they will have serviced
the debt by the end of the five-year term,
mm;h wacly in this case, seems highly un-

In all probability, as happened to one MP

jugpernaut of writs
of judgment to satisfy
massive dobts will be set in motion.

|
|

|

|

This sad scennrio will appiy 1 equal measure to all
MPs, irrespective of their political affilintion. save
those who will remain or be appointed to imterim
cabinet positions

1 bet even though Nrate Motsing nover saw this
scenario unfolding, he and has ik are kicking them
selves, | w advise him. as paliticians arv never
ashamed to do, to the chagrin of this impoverished
nation, o legislate or foree the interim government
to net ms their numnm:

litha M h-led

and his u\la.muu; block-farming scheme: that s (h:
notorious scheme implemented by government to os
tensibly bonefit the poor rural farmors. It ultimntely
benefited the ruling LCD-DC elite. To this day, thoy
nhave not repaid the loans

If the interim government takes this mute, ow
Ing o it massive finuncisl magnitude and becaus
some dumb politician decided to. excuse the hyper-
bole, kill the goose that lays the golden eggs. then
this nation will wallow in & huge debt

ix, coupled with the huge unbudgeted for ex.

penditure on u snap election is & terrmin that evon
angels foar to tread. in Sesotho. therv 1s a saying
which loosely translatod says. you cannot expect 1o
roap corn when you planted thorma

We can only hope that LCD politicians who have
seemingly Jost integrity can only take into cogm
sance this sad scenano that will ruin. not only them
but this country as well
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Analysis

The fall of the Lesotho government

PASUALINAI KA

ASERL

2012,

Om 20 M
Basotho weni
to the polis to eleet &
povernment of their cholee, but ne
outright winper with the required
numbers to form governmen!

emerped
Party leaders eatered intc

negotistions to strike alliances

that allowed them to form
coalition governnent, the first ir
the political history of Lexotho,
The All Basotho Convention
{ABC), the Lesotho Congress
for Democracy (LCD) and the
Busotho National Party (BNP)
struck a deal and partnered to
form povernment.

ABC leader and subsequent
Prie Ministe
Thabane, led t coalition
povernment while LCD leader
Mothetjou Metsing deputised
himi, with BN! frontliner Chie!
Thesele ‘Maseribane given o
ministerial post at the gender,
youtl, sports and recreation
ministey

Although the three parties
went into the general elections
with their different manifestos
the coalition government'

Motsoahne

top agends was ro

corruption, alieviating poverty
and creating jobs, amongst others.

Two years down the line, the
coalition govermment was hit by
internal squabbles and cracks
were there for all to see Lhat
all was not well, with Metsing
accusing the prime minister of
running the tripartite coalition
povernment like x one~man’s show
A no-confidence motion agalns
the prime minister was flighted
in parliament and Thabane
advised His Majesty King I11
o prorogue parliament for nine
months

The move fuelied divisions
in the already fragile alliance
and it soon became clear
that there were two {ronts in
government - one seeking justice
on government officials fingered
I, past and present,
while the other felt therproject
should be sbandoned for the sake
government's stability, Battle
lines bad been dravn,

I & bid to save the already
fragile government, the three
leaders entered iuto talks and
when all had falied they sought the
Southern African Development
(SADC)'s Intervention. Several
declarations by the coalition
partners to end the impasse were
signed but not adhered to.

Thabane, *Maseribane and
other senior officials fled the
country on August 30 at the
height of & Lesotho Defence Foree
raid of several police stations in
the capital, Maseru - attacks
that saw the army's presence at
the State House and residences
of ‘Maseribane and other senior
ABC and BNP officials. The move
was branded an attempted coup.

SADC mandated fucilitator

Stability vs Justice

o Lesothu. Cyrll Ramaphoss,
brokered peace between the
feuding coalition partners,
ieading to the signature of the
Maseru Facllitation Declaration
which will see Lesotho going into
an carly clection set for end of
February, 2015,

With the collapsed coalition
partnership, Public Eye sought
opinions what coald have led to
the collapse of the parthership.

National University
of Lesotho (NUL) Public
Administration and
Political S lecturer,

echelons; and that it was only
proper for Thabane to fight for
the marginalised by weeking
Justice,

“Fighting and rooting oul
corruption was only goiag to
benefil Basotho as the already
limited resources would be
distributed evenly among the
nation, not the current scenario
where resources are oanly for
selected individuals.

Secondly, if Thabane wis
allowed to fight corruption
and seck Justice on behalfl
of the nation, the court’s
convictions and Judgements

1d deter those ing

Tioang Letsie.

“Thabane was within his
rights as prinae mingster o ensure
that justice was not oaly said to
be done, but to also be seen to be
done: seeing to It that justios was
served at all costs and bring those
alleged to be invoived in corrupt
deeds to book.”

Letsie argued that “stable®
governments have come and
gone in Lesotho yet the ordinary
Basotho never benefitted from
such leadership,

“The democracy that people
seem to be preaching sbout
pever yielded any positive results
for the ordinary Basotho. The
political problems that we faced
have always been centred on
oar weak economy and the few
resources left in the hands of
u privileged minority.” Letsie
sated

He said that the country's
already meagre resourcen,
which are not evenly distributed
amangst the Basotho, have in most
cuses fulien proy to politicians
and those in government's top

involvement iu corruption while
punishing those found guilty.”
be charged.

Letsie further explained that
in his opinion there was no reason
0 compromise justice by arguing
for government's stability as
“wthe so-called government
stability was only for a short rus.”

He said that ABC made
clear in its 2012 goneral elections
manifesto that it planned to fight
corraption should it be elected
into power, and it would have
been sulcidal I Thabane ignored
that for povernment stability.

“He wusnt going to have a leg
to stand an come 2007 ax Be would
have fuiled his clectorate, whom
be promised to fight corruption
at all costs.

“Su, 1 strongly believe it was
absolutely right to seck justice
even i it meant compromising
government stability.” he
coucluded

Politics and economics
commentator, Arthur
Majara.

Majura believes government

stability should have topped
Thabane's agenda, and that he
should have known that he was
beading for disaster by dragging
big names to court for alleged
corrupt practices.

He, however, charged that
It was lmportant for people
to understand the difference
between maladministration
and corruption s he believed
that Lesotho does not have
the capacity to be riddied with
corrupt practises,

“Corruption practises need
well-established syndicates with
well-educated individuals like
IT specialists, accountants,
engineers and gurus in various
professions imaginable to carry
out corruption activities," he said,
adding that maladministration
was an act where officials fuil
to carry out given assignments
s expected or divert money
other purposes they were not
meazt for.

However, Majara i»
adamant thal no go
has successfully ro
corruption, and that Thabane
should have known better based
op the fragility of the government
be is leading. -

“Coalition governments are
very fragile partnerships, and
even though Bghting corruption s
more appealing to the people and
closer W their hearts, T believe
the prime minister shouldn't
bave compromised government
stability on the pretence that he
i fighting corruption.

“If be was genainely fighting
corruption, why is it that only
Democratie Congress (DC)
members were in the line of fire
when It came Lo arrests and court
appearances?™

ernment

o oul

“1t was clearly stated ) tie
coalition government that the
would Night corruption, and
taking the mos! controversia
corruption case of ntate Melsay
shonid we belleve be (Metsing)
would undermine the samq
agrecment?

=1 don’t believe that the
from:
avicted
to this day, were much mot
tmportant b

alleged corruption ca
which no one has boen ¢

5 Uhe povernen
stability.” be explained

To show that the eorruption
cases were not geauine, Majars
argued, no BN or ABC officials
were ever dragged to courl

“Ntate Thabane is very
sympathetic to the BNP given his
background, and compromising
government stability has
resuseltated the old rivaley
between the nationalist and
oongress leaning groupings - that
thanks to him.”

Majara argued that Trabane »
past experiences in different
should bave beer
reason enotgh for him 1o trea
cautioushy.

Fovernment

“He should have known that
corlition governments were »
fragile set-up and he ought to
bave treaded cantiousty If he
truly wunted his government te
last for five years,™ Majars said

He stressed that Thabane
should hiave tried every tri
the book Lo nurse the histori
fragile gov
anything that posed « thr

“Government stability wis fus
more lmportant than pretending

that one s fighting corruption
while he overiooked certain
things that would have amounted
10 corrupl sttivities in the eyes of
some people,”
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LESOTHO, its DEFENCE FORCE and DEMOCRACY

By Thato Mohasoa
“Whether--and how--a society controls those who possess the ultimate power of physical coercion,

and ensures their loyalty both to the particular government in power and to the regime in general, is e
basic to democratic governance.” Professor Richard H. Kohn Se¥smement of Lasotho

Our Nation is going through a crisis; a political crisis that is for our elected leaders to resolve through “constitutional and peaceful democratic” means of a return to
the hustings in which Basotho are the final arbiters of who should “democratically” govern our Kingdom. The emphasis being on democracy and the rule of law, as
enshrined in our Constitution of 1993, in which the role of the Lesotho Defence Force (LDF) and its command and controi is circumscribed in the Lesotho Defence
Force Act No.4 of 1996. A legal instrument that definitely does not give sanction to such actions by the LDF, or by units within it, as those witnessed on 30 Augus!
2014 that have challenged the very notion of the military being subordinate and answerable to His Majesty the King, who is its Commander-in-Chief.

The LDF is swom to uphold Lesotho’s Constitution and remain under civilian control, in which the chain of command descends from the Prime Minister in his capacity
as the Head of Government and as the Minister of Defence and National Security all the way down to the lowest private in the Force, He is assisted in this by the
Ministry of Defence and National Security which is responsible for the provision of wherewithal to the LDF; defence policy formulation and promulgation, as well as for
financial accountability to the parliament for monies budgeted for the nation’s defence and well being of its military.

The question that has never received an answer is; how is it that 21 years after we cast aside undemocratic rule, giving our Nation a democratic constitution, we still
have the military playing a role in politics, albeit under the garb of removing threats to security. Why do military officers refuse to adhere to any of the laid down norms
and channels of command in Lesotho? The answer may partly lie in our politicians’ penchant to use the military for their own narrow political purposes that propels
the military, in specific its senior hierarchy, to openly support a given political party or parties as is happening at the moment, and which has unfortunately tipped the
circumstances in the political arena from being within the capability of our politicians to resolve, to one requiring external intervention and inviting upon our peaceful
Nation the opprobrium of the international community and uncomfortable spotlight of world media.

| shall not delve into the causes that have led to the current deadiock between our political leaders over parliament being prorogued for a certain length of time
Democratic functioning can be slow, cumbersome and at times to the political advantage (or disadvantage) of one party or another - such is its nature. | shall restrict
myself to the aforementioned breakdown of a lawiul chain of command by the LDF in pursuance of a high risk politico-military strategy for personal gain, which is
fraught with danger and poses a serious threat to the future of genuine participative democracy and civil-military relations in Lesotho. Let me explain through a quote
from a book that our brothers in uniform are fond of expounding in their press releases from time to time. Samuel P, Huntington’s “The Soldier and the State” is a
seminal book that is still requires reading for leaders, be they civilian or in uniform, in liberal “western" democracies. Mr. Huntington describes the necessity of objective
civilian control over the military, or the iack thereof, and | quote;

“Objective civilian I achi its end by militarizing the military, making them the tool of the state. Subjective civilian control exists in a variety of
forms, objective civilian control in only one. The antithesis of objective civilian control is military participation in politics: civilian control decreases as the
military become progressively involved in institutional, class, and constitutional politics.”

Unfortunately what we are witness to, and continue 1o rue the Implications of, is a military in Lesotho that is unable or unwilling to distinguish between lawful civilian
control and its almost compulsive desire, driven by its senior leadership’s DNA so to speak, to remain at the centre of Lesotho's politics. This is the crux of the present
problem as well, despite the considerabie time and effort spent since 1998 to be rid of such undemocratic thinking within an apolitical military class in the LDF and
incuicate true professionalism and accountability by the Force's hierarchy to Lesotho's political leadership. Countries such as the US, India, South Africa, Botswana,
and China, have been offering us technical help and sending personnel of the LDF to their schools of professional training so as to inculcate in them genuine
professional capabilities that allows the LDF to fulfill its mandate of ensuring peace and security in Lesotho so that all Basotho can get on with their livelihoods in an
atmosphere of calm and stability. That there is much that we take back from these invaluable exposure programmes is yet to be tested.
Accountability does not imply subservience nor does it mean that the Force is a tool to be used for partisan political gains. We must also remember that while it is in
the nature of politicians to use such means as necessary to gain political advantage, our history shows that no politician has ever been punished for using the security
cluster to his advantage whereas military leaders (be they at the very top or even middle rung officers) have seen the inside of prisons and even been exiled in the past
in our Nation for intruding in the political arena. Today, within the Southem Africa region, there is very little tolerance for the meddling by the military in political affairs
and thus actions by military commanders that are not within the ambit of national security will not go unnoticed or unpunished, however long winded and tedious the
process may be.
In the end, and against the backdrop of the long history of the Lesotho Defence Force's entrapment in the political space, it seems only evident that the issue of
civi-military relations in Lesotho is vet to be exhausted, including the issue of the future role of the ammy in socio-economic development. A Commission of Inquiry
was established to inquire into the events that took place in November 1993 and April 1894, Its report of January 1995 made some compelling recommendations,
inter alia, (i) the defence force should be employed in civil works, and that this role should be emphasized more than the defence role, (ii) Lesotho must maintain
a unified and effective defence force that will be professi and well-equipped to effectively discharge its roles by emphasizing the recruitment of technical and
professional personnel al the expense of the non-technical and non-professional personnel, (iii) the non-professional component of the defence force should be
gradually downsized, and (iv) the quality of command and leadership in the LDF will be improved by retraining the leadership of the LDF and creating a separate officer
training programme from that of the other ranks.
These reform processes involving the LDF are necessary for the stability of the country. They will involve expeditious steps to ensure espirit de corps within the force;
provision of capacity for the Ministry of Defence to effectively play a role of shaping the defence and security policy and ensuring compliance therewith by the force.
Parliamentary oversight will also have to be straightened to cap military subservience to democratic civilian role. These interventions are essential o help turn the
fortunes of the LDF and its personnel, who have always ended up as losers/victims at the end of any of the incessant political crises that have characterized Lesotho's
political history. Khabele Matlosa's observation on this dark history of the Lesotho Defence Force is apt, “No other institution of state has been more beset by political
controversy than the military in Lesotho.”

About the author: Mr. Thato Mohasoa is the Principal Secretary in the Ministry of Defence and National Security in the Kingdom of Lesotho.
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THE Masery Facilitation Declaration, {o
cilitated by South Afrenn Deputy Pres
dent Cyril Ramaphoss b o welcome de
velopment. sinee the coalitson government
has. far oll practical reasons, ceased o ox
st The key companents of the Declaration
are that Parbament will be reconvened for
the business of preparing the way for the
whctions around February 2015
and passiag the budget. There will not be
4 ne-confidencr vote and floor-crossing by
members of the august house

However, much as this ix truly commend
abiv. Lesothos polition] problems nre far
100 deepr-sented und need to bo addressed
WL wosne stage in the pot 1o dutant futary
wlse they will recur with disastrous conse
Guences for Basotho and Southern African
Development Community (SADC)

Uranted, Mr Ramaphoss's mandste wis
oaly W prepare u roadmap for earky elec
tons which be commendably hias schieved
However. th SEreements are 10t & pan
scen for all the country's ills.  There are
far deeper underiving probiems that need
16 be addrossed at o bamger forum and at
& later stage in our political hustory, Un.
fortunately, ull the s
causes have boen addrossed. The solution
B been rather superficaal, | reckon

For instancy, does Lesotho really need
an army” Secoodiy, how best can Basotho,
SADC 15 peneral und South Africa, in par-
ucular, help this country out of the corrup-
on and economic quugmire it is still wald
lowing in”

Thardiy. how do we. with the Assistance
Of SADC, find a lnsting and viable solution
w Lasotho n myriad political problema’

vepionss and not the

Ramaphosa has barely
scratched the surface

Utloang Kajeno

developmontal needs of Lrsotho operate on
u meagre allocation

In all faimess 1o them, we do not need an
army. Weo are wioliy surrounded by mant
South Africa, which 1a not a threst 1o us at
all. Anybody who wanta to attack us firs:
has to go through South Afrien

In effect. South Africa takes carv of all
our security noeds. The huge finances that

Fourthly, what roiw dovs the
of the monarchy play in the future politi-
<al landscape of Lasotho? Fifthly, do
coatinae with the present politacal dispen-
sation where even ezall role plavers, who
garnered inconsequential votes in the gen.
orul eloction, play & pivotal role in the af-
fairs of staty

Those are some of the salient questions
that need 1o be addressed if we are to tind «
lusting solution o our many problems as o
ing forward
this columi, endeavor W sugpest
ways of solving these problems. Fustly, the
army tasdn 1o bo dusolved or demoblimec
complesely from our security landscape

o that you the reador may well under.
sand my urgument on this one. Wt me
make this example. A corn furmer, i this
cuse, Hasotho or government, rexrs 4 lion
#4 & pet, ther this lion kills tho farmers
SORS A n Tosult fus whole Barvest peds st
en by thievos

This in exactly the sconnrio that obtains
ut Lewothe, whereby the nrmy that s f
nanced by the taxpayer and povernment
regulariy kille and attacks polsce, who are
there 0 Keep away criminaly and ensure
begality and stability. thoreby ensuring for-
esgn direct investment

By the same analogy, the farmer's fansily
starves because there is & pet Lion o the
loose. harussing and even devouring the
very family. This bs exactly what the Loso-
tho army i doing to this traumatised e
ton and the police. They are even u thrvat
o forergn invostars, and as 4 result govern
fent is short of revenus for dovelopmental
Purpses.

1 will again use a6 unfortunately violent
but appropriate analogy to describe the
reign of fired Lesotho Defence Foree (LDF)
commander, Lisutonans Genera! Tiali Ka-
moli. 1t i like putting # hammer in some.
ono's hand. 1t can be used in uccordanor
With 1t purpose: 0 knock-in nails or o
bashi-in skulle.  Unfortunately, through
out s history in Lesotho, barnng » fow
pegligible months when it dad e Job, the
#rmy has been the source of all our politieal
wors 1t Bus beon misused by politicians to
suppress and evesn kill, the extizonry

All the previous regimes or political for
mations 16 Lewotho have unfortunately
musused the army. Provious attempts to de
politicive the army bave all come 1o naught
Frosently. it bs bettiy misused by the Detne.
erutic Congress -~ he Congress for
Dumocraey axis to pood effect. ALl becnuse
U renegude general s pandering to the
whims of » politscal formation

A cursory Jook at Losotho's annual bud.
wot will reflect that the army gets aliocated
# Buge perentage of the national budget

nre Iy being 1 o6 the
army could and

SOUTH Afncan Deputy Presiet Cyrd Ramaghoss

nomically steong stats in its belly

On the inatitution of the moaarehy, ow-
g to our culture. traditions and hastory,
it bas to plsy & pavotal role in our political
landscape  However, Kings are only human
and susceptible to ardinary buman infiu.
ences

It is therefore, enitscally important that

be
diverted 1w devolopmental needs where
thoy are needed most, New, tromieally, this
country lacks stability because of the nrmy
that i bankrolled and manned by the very
people it 1 supposed 16 protect
What this country needs s an efficient
well-oquipped., apolitical polsew forer
Owing 10 the historic and ecomoic roal-
ity of Lesotho, this country wos destgned
as o labour reservair for South Africa, with
1o viabie economy to speak of. Getting into
he fow povernment joos, availabloe particy
larly cabinet positions 15 unfortunately the
dniy way of getting wealthy. The economi
cake is too small w ahare cqually amongst
ourselves und ths, coupled with corruption
and sheor groed force some unscrupuious
paliticiane to ching to power or better atill
archustrate mrans o unses! governments
0 they may get all theso meagre resources
all w themmives alone
‘oupied with the joint Lewotho High-
lands project and ite many investments
it Lesotho. big brother South Africa fus o
Buge rolo to play in Lesotho. If only alwo to
oxzend its inevitable ioverage on Lesotho's
aflairs. Else if South Africs does net help
we will forever remain that restive king.
dom 10 its womb
In all fuirness to Lesotho, we are wholls
and entiraly dependent on South Africa
We have ot no economy that we can call
our own let alone sustain us. All our skilled
satipower huve Jeft this land for the green
er pastures of mostly South Africa. So |
would urge South Afnies to come up with
# Marshall Plan for Lesotho, akin o the
United States’ plan for Eurcpe after the
Second World War
Thirdly, SADC. particularly South Af
Tica, as they have shown have u huge role
to play in Lesotho's political and economic
affairs, whether we like it or not. South
Atricans and SADC should bowever, biend
their suggestions o the solution of our
problems, ing rogard and taking on
board, our history. culture, institutions
anc powoer brokers we woll as local stake
holders
South Africe, w it eredit, w arguably
the only ecountry on eurth, blessed with so
many Nobel Peace Laureates in Mesers A}
bert Luthuli, Nolson Mandels, Archbishop
Emeritus Dosmond Tutu and PW de Klerk
Add to the repertorre Mr Ramaphosa.
ho's political and econamic history,
coupled with itx unique geographically po-
#ition is iwxtricably linked and influenced
by South Africs. Therefore. either by de-
sign or default, South Africe has a major
and influential role to play m our future
After all, it is also in South Africa's lonig-
torms int to have a stable and eco-

vet that are St for the

the plays o unifying role that is
refioctive of our sovereignty and unigue
ness but must, ot all tmes, bo above party
politics. The monarchy must niways be our
collective political homo. Tiw moanrchy
should be the custodian of our values, hery
[ nnd found: T
However, the pawers of the momarchy must
be cxreumnerived because oo much power
Vested in one institution does npol augur
well for any natson

Nonw of us is infallible. That is why we
have checks and balances and the over
sight role of some institutions ax wall an
appeal and review procedures

Aal, but not Jeast, is the current politi
cal dispensation whereby even smal! par-
tes that have parnered inconsequential |
votes in the general olection have sadly
contributed negativoly 10 the current po-
litieal impamse that this country finds it
sell in. Because they did not teake their
way to Parllament by way of any consid
erable support. and because in the lurger
schome of things and in true reflection of
their papularity, they are net sccountable |
10 anyono nor are they interested in gal-
vamzing enough support, they have been
allowed to punch far beyond their weight.
"This ks a flawed kegacy that we have ot 1o

dress (0 the future. In the larger scheme
of things, they deserve minimal mention en
the politscal landscape our nation that ks
propartionate to their share of the vote. 1If
they are given o dispropertionate amount
of power they frustrate the smooth running
of democrucy

After all. the underpinning ratsanale be-
hund democracy s that the voice of the ma
ity sbould see the hight of day. However,
this is not to say the minority wice are
completely muffled Hereis hies the enitic
cal of an tneh o v
striking the bolance betweon divergent
views including o least, hsteming 1o those
of the majority

However, even well-established, tradi-
tonal democracies like India the Unfued
States, United Kingdom and France do
have minorites. which because of thewr
aogligible percentage at natsanal polls play
an equally neghgible rode In the UK and
France. they have the Scottish Natbooa!
Party and the Fronch Natwsonal Party
which have been given thetr equally amall
robe i the nations! agends Proportona
1o the umount of voles they commarnd

12 1% only human nature that much s we
disugree on our daily discourse, our views
might pot carry much favour an the nation
ol popularity sakes. Such parties must
tharefore be duly consigned w their place
on the antinnal stage 1t goes without sy
ing that many faces that we are now seeing

in Parbament do not deserve 16 be thero i th firs
place. Now the political siess this country
finds \tsolf in because they are in fact thy mest v
ciferous in tier bellscose uttorasoes, | bot that i ¢
what the forefathers of democracy had i mind wi
they coined the phrase

in conclukion, therefury, these arv the swming
surs thint have 1o be addressed 10 order for ou
mocracy to take rook and be strengthened  The only
cavent 1s that of course. with the So Afrcs. the
latter i & sovereign country that has to consider the
intereata of itu citisens first but | bet. Losothe is 18

Mr Ramanboss deserye
a hupe applause for coming g with something tar
b

£]

§ rent my cone

LOTI BRICK

[&f

We will be
opening
this
Saturday

Plaster bricks
and pavers
available

Loti Brick

Thetsane industrial Aren
Tek: +266 2231 4225 - Fax: +266 2231 0071
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