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To thic end the Lesotho National Development Corporation has been
ceteblished, This Institution iec another remarkable cxamplc of
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friendship and co-operation zs between Illations, and as between
Government, on the one hand, ond privete enterprisc on the other.
Its initial finance has been provided Ly the Iritich Govemment
through the latter's Grant-in-eid. Dr. inton Rupert, that eminent
bucinees man, has seconded to us from hie own orzanisstion,
M, v,J.J, van Graan as iP.anaginz DPirector of the Corporetion,
Dr,Rupert “ac thus carned our decpest gratitude for his very real
and practical interest. in our welfare, ¥r, van Grezen and his
staff have already proved their ability, not least by accomplishing
the fecat of balancing their budget, and by the excrcise of tkeir .
rodest resources to stimulate an impressive ranze of incdustriel
and cormercial enterprisce. . Theee include a tyre re-treading
factory, a2 candle factory, and a cerpet factory.

In the field of agriculture we are critically re-assessing
nast policics end it is now ouyrx.intention to conecntrate our

efforte in specific arecas and on specific schemes, so that the
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resultes will be apparent and our resources will not be disesipated.
There have been gratifying developrentes in the growuth of farms
co-operatives, and credit unions, and.special attention is beinz .
paid to the rarketins of produce in order.to cenecure that both the
farmer and the Nation derive the grestest possilble benefit.
¥e have enjoyed invaluable assistance from the fouth &frican
Governrment itself and such organisations as. the South ‘ifrican
Wool Eoard, but ukdoubtedly the most convincing cvidence of our
friendship with our neighbours wes the recent operation "Eig
Plough” when the farmers of .Clocolan crossed the torder to help
their fellow farmers at ifcka and Kolonyara to plough their lands.
A veriety of countrics and organisations have given
practical evidence of their concern for the heelth end welfere
of the Basotho people. I reccall with gratitude the gift of a

[Eorter, .



