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FOREWORD:
1. The Coalition Government of Lesotho

The coalition government of Lesotho came about as a result of the 26" May 2012 National Assembly
elections, whereby the All Basotho Convention (ABC) led by Thomas Motsoahae Thabane, the Lesotho
Congress for Democracy (LCD) led by Mothejoa Metsing and the Basotho National Party (BNP) by
Thesele ‘Maseribane jointly agreed to form a coalition as according to the provisions of Section 87(2) of
Lesotho Constitution which supports their claim for governmental power.

Tensions in the running and management of the coalition government emerged when the government
was hardly two years. There was a complaint by the LCD that Thabane and his ABC were making crucial
decisions without consulting other partners. The political situation became worse when there seemed to
be an argument between the security organs in Lesotho, the police and the army over the release of
eight members of the army for the questioning by police. The questioning involved the bombings in
three Maseru families. The situation further worsened by the fact that LCD revealed their marriage to
the opposition party; the Democratic Congress (DC) with intentions to form a new coalition and oust the
Thabane led government.

However, the pressure caused by political issues in the Country, resulted in tensions in the coalition
government. This political instability ultimately forced the Prime Minister to advise the monarch His
Majesty King Letsie Ill to prorogue the parliament in a move to force coalition partners to resolve their
disparities. The prorogation of parliament has since attracted a study tour of coalition members to New
Zealand to learn about the ‘dynamics’ of a coalition government, it also invited various interventions by
the Southern African Development Community (SADC).

2. Arrangement and coverage of the publication

The articles” summaries and clippings have been collected from the following papers: Lesotho Times,
Public Eye, Sunday Express and the Informative. Information gathered from the newspapers covers the
period 2013-2014. The topic covers information on political tensions in the coalition government of
Lesotho which occurred during the rule of the coalition government.

The articles’ summaries are written in such a way that they guide the reader to the source. Particulars of
the paper are given in full including the page number of the article. Clippings are taken as they are,
denoting whether they are Comments, Cutting edge, Opinion, News, Have your say, and the like. The
table of contents is categorized into articles and clippings. Articles titles are listed with author names
stipulated clippings are without author names but described as comment, news, etc. Both articles and
clippings are compiled according to the date of issue.

3. Access to cited newspapers

Newspapers that are referred to as sources of information are located as bound newspaper volumes in
the University Archives at Thomas Mofolo Library — National University of Lesotho, Roma. Soft copies of
this publication are for sale and obtainable at the Library.
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“SOLDIER BACKS KAMOLI .. COMMANDER
CAN’T BE REMOVED ‘AS LONG AS I’'M ALIVE’.”
by B. Zihlangu & N. Molomo. (Full story:
Lesotho Times February 20 — 26, 2014 p.1.)

Lesotho Defence Force (LDF) Special Forces
told the
commander

Commando Captain Tefo Hashatsi,
Court Martial that
Lieutenant-General Tlali Kamoli would not be
removed through a dismissal letter “as long as

army

I’'m alive’.

Hashatsi was testifying before a military court
trying suspended Brigadier Maaparankoe

Mahao for “behaving in an unbecoming
character of an officer, contrary to section 75 of

the Lesotho Defense Force Act 4, 1996”.

Hashatsi said he told the meeting that he was
against the alleged plan to serve Lt. General
Kamoli with a letter of expulsion. He stated that
“the to the
Commander, which appeared to be instigated
by some of the soldiers in the army, cannot

issue of handing a letter

happen while | am still alive”.

(clelalalelalalel

Lesotho “Times | Januway 16 - 22 2018

By Bongiwe Zihlangu
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Public Eye

Friday February 7,014 7

Still no move on army fracas

TEBOHO KHATEBE MOLEF!

ASERU-1t is nearly a
month now since the
jolting developments

of physical confrontation and
abrupt suspension in the top
command of the army, and the
cloud of uncertainty continues
to linger over the nation.

In an interview with Public
Eye on Wednesday January 29,
Brigadier Maaparankoe Mahao,
who has been kept out of office
sinee January 15, said no action
had since been taken on his case
by the command or the defence
ministry authorities.

He indicated this was despite
his request for intervention and
the authorities undertaking they
would look into the matter.

Mahaohad earlier approached
the Defence Council in writing,
lodging a complaint against his
suspension for reprimanding
an officer junior to him, and
specifying what request he was
seekingin line with requirements
of the law.

In the same week of the
suspension, the principal
secretary in the ministry of
defence and national security,
Mr Moshoeshoe Sehloho, had
told Public Eye the processes for
convening the Defence Council

Brigadier Maaparankoe Mahao

were afoot, while at the same time

The case has since been set

Mahao had also approached the for hearing on February 17 in the

courts of law on the matter.

Maseru Magistrate Court,

The application, according
to Mahao, seeks to restrain
the Commander of Lesotho
Defence Force (LDF) Lieutenant
General Tlali Kennedy Kamoli
from instituting a court-martial
against him.

Mahao further cites Kamoliis
aninterested party in the matter,
and that at least one member of
the same court martial assembled
by Kamoli, should not be on the
panel as he had been thickly
involved in the developments
that have culminated in the
current standoff.

“It is not my contention
that I am untouchable. I am
subject to military discipline like
anyone else, and the commander
has powers to establish a court
martial on any subject except
mutiny as that (mutiny) is
assumed to be against his own
person,” said Mahao,

He contended the defence
minister was the one to

discharge that function in the
circumstances,

But in this present attrition,
Mahao is charged with
improperly rebuking a captain
that told the LDF Special Forces
he would rather die than see the
government replace Kamoli as
commander,

Kamoli had in the week of
Mahao’s suspension told Public
Eye the court martial was in
place, while Sehloho pleaded
ignorance about the same.

Mahao claims that in
accordance with the Lesotho
Defence Force Act No.4 of
1996, Section 90 (2), his
suspension ought to have been
communicated in writing to the
ministry, which step Sehloho had
said was omitted in an earlier
interview.

Efforts to contact Sehloho
yesterday were unsuccessful as
he was said to be walking into an
urgent meeting,
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Lesotho <. Times | January

16 - 23, 2014

fights

:y By Nat Molomo

| MASERU — Suspended Court of Appeal
President Justico Michael Ramodibed: has

| intensified his spirited battle to avoid getting

| fired from hig venerable post,
In & recont notice of appeal against a court
judgment allowing the government to purse
| his impeachment, Ramodibedi fires a broad-
side against Prime Minister Thomas Tha-
| bane whom he accuses of “interfering” with
the independence of the judiciary, By initiat-
ing a process to have him impeached, Ramod-
| ibedi also accuses Thabane of “offending”
the cardinal principle of separation of
powers between the judiciary, the legis-
lature and the executive entrenched in
the constitution of Lesotho.
Ramodibedi argues in his latest
court papers that Thabane’s bid
to advise King Letsie HI to initinte
|'n process to have him impeached
| should never have been launched
without him being heard frst
The Court of Appeal President suf-
| fored a major sethack last November

“when the High Court, sitting ns a Con:
stitutional Court, dismissed his appli-
cation contesting Thabane's bid to have
him impeached.

' This after the King on the ddvice of
Thabane, had set up a three judge tri-
bunal o' probe Ramedibedi over
allegationy of judicial miscon-

| duct, leading to his possi-
ble impeachment.

| Ramodibedi had

| sought to halt the en-

| tire process, arguing
| that his side of the
| story should have

| been heard first o
fore the procosc-of
establishing  the
tribunal to probe

{ him had - been

f started.

ymmission chairperson Mahapela Lehohia, left, during the swear-
ssieeday. High Court registrar Lasitsi Mokeke, centre, looks of as
he ceramony. |

#son Mahapeia Lebohia afler taking the oath of aliegiance with
esides him

From Page 1

) His appeal to the Court of Appeal, of which

) he is leader, is now sot to delay the tribunal's
misconduct investigation against him

In his appeal, Ramodibedi cites Thabane,

B Ramodibedi

Judge contests a

Ramodibedi fights on

on

lication

South African judges, Judge John Musi,
Judge Omtheletse Moshidi and Judge Shuled
Potterrill, hired to hear the case, dismissed
Ramodibedi’s application to interdict the en-
tire process of mvestigating his alleged mis-
conduct in a ruling delivered on November
22 2013.

The three judges ruled that Ramodibedi
was not ontitled to be heard prior to the de
cision to appoint the tribunal to investigate

m.

They insisted that the Appeal Court Presi-
dent would receive a fair hearing

in the course of the tribunal's

probe into his alleged mis-

conduct

But Ramodibedi has
begod to differ.

He is now appeal
ing against the entire
judgment of the three
imported High Court
judges, who sat az a
Constitutional  Court.

To Page 2

JUSTICE Michael
Ramodibedi

the attornoy-general and the three South Af-
rican judges who wero appointed to the tribu-
nal to probe him as rospondents.

The three tribunal judges are Justices
Zachy Yacoob, Yvanne Mokgoro and M Joffe

Ramodibedi's appeal escalates u foud that
d the Kingdom's judiciary in the
Inst several years and loft its reputation on
the brink

The quarrel has its roots in o Jong - running
battle botweon Ramodibedi and former Chiof
Justice Mahapela Lebohla over seniority on
the bench.

When Thabane took office, he reportedly
asked the two sensor judges to quit bocause
their seniarity quarrels threatened to plunge
the judiciary into disropute

Lebohla, who is now the now chairman of
tho Indepe Electoral G ton (1EC),
duly obliged and quit his post. But Ramod-

ibedi, wha also sorves as the chief justico of
Swaziland, dug in his heols, and refused to
comply with Thabane's order.

The Prime Minister then initiated the pro-
cess 10 have Ramodibedi impeached, a move
that the Court of Appenl President now ap.
poars set to fight to the very bitter ond.

Ramodibods argues that the Prime Minis.
ter's move to have him impeached s uncon.
stitutional and remains st odds with the doc-
trine of separation of powers.

Ramodibedi's lawyers, Advocates Salemane
Phatfano K€, Zwelakhe Mda KC and Sakoano
Sakoane KC, lista, several other grounds for
his appeal,

But they particularly nrgue that the failure
to affard Justice Ramodibed: o hearing before
the imtintion of the impeschment process
against him had “resulted in the failure of
Justice™.

They say the court ought to have held that
Justice Ramodibedi was entitled to be hoard
before Thabane madeo representations to the
King under section 125 (5) of the Constitu-
ton,

“nilure to do so effectively infringod on
Justice Ramodibedi's fundamental right
to procedural fairness, equality hefory
the law and equal protection of the law,
thus putting into question the entire
process of law, the lawyers argue.

They also say the court erved and
misdirected itsell in awarding costs
against Ramodibedt, thus effectively pun.
ishing him for attempting to vindicate
his constitutionsl righta to be heard,

Ramodibedi’s lawyers say the costa
arder is At odds with the court’y own &
finding that this was o mat r{ﬁ‘
thonal interest.”
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“VALIDITY OF SCOTT’S ARREST QUESTIONED”
by Billy Ntaote. (Full story: Lesotho Times,
February, 20-26 2014 p.3.)

The ritual murder suspect, Lehlohonolo Scott
has been arrested in South Africa and was
awaiting extradition to Lesotho.

Advocate Thulo Hoeane, questioned the
legitimacy of Scott’s arrest and even asked for
documentation proving Scott’s arrest.

The prosecution however informed High Court
Judge, Justice Teboho Moiloa that Scott has
since been apprehended in South Africa and the
government of Lesotho had already filed its
papers seeking his extradition.

EEPEPEE

“ANGER OVER PARLY CLOSURE” by Billy
Ntaote. (Full story: Lesotho Times March 27 —
April 2 2014, p.1.)

Parliament adjourned indefinitely. This move
was criticized by opposition legislators as a
strategy to dodge a proposed no-confidence
motion against Prime Minister Thomas
Thabane.

Opposition legislators argued that “the tradition
is for parliament to be suspended for the winter
vacation, but such an adjournment is not done
without setting a specific date to resume
sittings”. The Deputy Prime Minister Mothejoa
Metsing, who is the leader of the House,
responded that “adjourning the House sine die
is nothing new”.

“BATTLE LINES DRAWN ... MPs FIGHT BID TO
BLOCK NO-CONFIDENCE MOTION” - by Tefo
Tefo. (Full story: Lesotho Times March 27 —
April 2. 2014, p.1-2.)

Advocate Salemane Phafane filed a notice in the
High Court of Lesotho opposing an application
seeking to block a no-confidence motion in the
government. He filed this notice on behalf of
Ramathebane, Lehata and former Prime
Minister Pakalitha Mosisili.

The application seeking an order to block the
planned motion of no-confidence was filed in
the High Court by three members of Parliament
Chalane Phori, MatsSeliso Tuaoane and TSepo
Monethi.

A notice was earlier presented to the Clerk of
Parliament by the Basotho Batho Democratic
Party (BBDP) leader Jeremane Ramathebane
who spearheaded a bid to move a no-
confidence motion in the Thomas Thabane-led
government. The motion was seconded by the
Democratic Congress (DC) legislator Mootsi
Lehata.

eeeeeeeE@

Page | 7



thedr Joss to the Domo:
the decidon by parties

not to contost
front Wos wise

- “eaninibalising the other (wo";
asalysts Wld tha Lesotho Times this week ,

The Fbiruazy 16 showdawn comprisiiig two
partiamentazy and 27 Joeal government by
election, saw Lo eountey's four major pare
Lins ~ the Lesotho Congress for Democracy
Mﬁ. All Basotho Convention (ABC), Baso:
tho National Party (ANP) and DC < pulling
out all the dopa to attract votes, '

However, it was the DC which romped
home to rotain the Thaba-Moeu and Thabi.
Phechela parliamentary conatituniiclis, while
nkso winning 14 of the 27 councll pots,

The LOD came second aftor witining six of
the coundil pouts, while the ABC and BNP
watn third and fourth on five and two seats,
reapectivoly,

Avcording to snalysts who apoke to the
Lesotho Trmies, tha doclalon by the conlition
partnera o contest the elections sapartely
not only ensured 0 apieit of compolition bt
lio tha stirvival of individual partios:

6 analysta said although the conlition
partniers, namely the ABC, LCD and BN,
wolld luve been o formidable fores that could
have Won (b by-eloctions, it would hav re.
sulted in ona af than "dovoiiring” the other

Wo,
Dt Motlamello Kapa, Hoad of the Departs.

ment of Politienl gnd Admindstrative Studios

A tho National University of Lasotho; sndd it finprove serviees, 1t ki 108t 106 urban: - g
yoters' ¢

the partnary fd merged to contest the by-
oloction as a ainglo antity, tha declaion mmrd
have boon “dangorous f not suleldal”,
an: sid it 10 always important (o res
momber "Busotho nevar voted for a conlition
govornmaiit but voted for individual partied”,
and talking about i merger would be bringing
a soondrio of the Allianco of Congrons Pirtlos
(hat was formed boférg the 2007 general eloc-
ton hut falled to achiove much,

“I wondor how oy {6 would bo to vote for
one party for the throe seta of suppartirs,
Tmagine a paety tolling jta mrpomn to voto
the ABC, LCD or the BNP. 1t would a very
hard dectaion to ngroo o and tantaniolnt to
solling their partios" Kapa sald.

Kapn arguen the conlition trio's prooceupa:
Hon ahould ba providing quality seryices and
ot dofonting the DO in lections,

Kunpi adds tho partios noed not compromise
domoeeatle competition nnd atd up with o
soenrio similir to mlt Wi ke Whon tho
10 Ised the NI (National [nde.

; Pﬂ‘ldl’m Pm 0 f i

- Kapa s i the conltlon Fpﬁm.hero to
contedt alitlony i o collect il ) nem:
e would safinftely ba loat to the N0 hnd
B g e BN

0 o goes for  Tha opposition;
his 1114. would takn advantago of nl:oh 1 e
1atlo,

“The conlition petion would do so It thele
priing objective was to dafoat the DC, but
tholr mandate {a (o grow thelr partios,” knpa

By-elections: Analysts
commend coalition parties

Lothoclives | Febuary 0-26 01490 6

aald,

Ho arguon In Africa, riural voters generally
voto for governing parties “but in our case,
it wes diffioult to sy who s goverament and
formar Peime Mintsfer Pnkalitha Moafallf is
Stillin the momorion of th people, hence the
e Vklorr. :

Kapa alio sald 16 would by loteresting to
compare the 26 May, 2012 parlismontary
polltatistien to: thowof the Wweekend by-
aloctiog,

“here is surely a rduction in the number
of votan the DC grrnered In the by olections
comphred to the past ganaral oloctions which

I Tndlicativn of growth of the conlition par- | s

tle," Kapa said,

K:rn ndds the by-slections were also char
fotorised by  flerce conteat botwoun the LCD
aind the DC for the rural vote, while the ARC
lko showed wigns of growth i the Hiral cons
atitoncion

He nid governmont actions aro folt tnoatly
In veban areas compared to the rural nreiy
il estral votors are trustworthy bt waened:
L1 the ABC doad not dellvet on profmises and

Katpn further said 1t wag hard to prediot
the outéomo of the 2017 gonorn) elections
basad on- (e weekend by.eloctions *as hu:
man bebaviour 6 hard to pradiet’

“If thay ware o give satvicos to tha peoply
ind go beyond what the Mostadll administra:
tion dulivarad (o Wi peoplo In the part, thi
tonlition rnrﬁu would bo atroger than they
ftro growing to be o the eyes of the olactor.
o, Kapa naid,

Beabata Moteamil of the Lasotho Cour-
afl of Non Governmental Organlantions also
daid tho conlition parties were spot.on in cons
tosting the by-elections as individual parties.

“If they had contoatud tho byselections s
ano untlted frotit, they would have defeated
the DC. But thoy wra only governing as a co
alition and rerfatn ihdividial partion”

Motaamai also polnts out the allinnce's

el

Anthier pagty”, 0

has
poversing partion although non of them won

‘tha by-olvatfon.
ByMl ml‘r)nnl 'u?ldl llthlt:‘u'gh lllu ne wonhlhe
‘Oloctionh; "It 18 evident 1t support baso
ik dwlmmd lightly whon compated to s
pst general oloetlon Viotory”,
According to Motansmal, 1t wotld bo impose
#lble for the conlition ‘mnm o conteat tho

hyseloctiona an i aligle unlt ax spreading

—

o howvr, wnld atatiatiod bidicato thefe
mm;&g m m%m%‘« ln

PAKAUITHA Mosisll

messagen in the poat loctlon period would
ok guanafite that all votors would still wish
m%rrn wﬁﬁn‘dﬁpﬂm riginal partios altor voting

party:

“Somo Would ceaso to oxint, wapectally bo-
cause yotors are not lks one's childron who
obiy ordars without anking any questions,”
Motaamal said,

Moteamal also- questioned - the ﬁnniu‘
atedtogion tn tho hyselaotios, whieh ho eald
wo'rFh Frow’,

¢ ABC nogloctad Jts atronghold, which
I urban aron, and teiod petting votes
theoligh rigorous campalgn in th yural
treas, whilo the DC was gunning for the

""hll W ot b I
"l 18 Jmportant for n party to consolidate
Ith followig in its o holx befors looking
for new conatituancies which have nlml\‘yo b
longed to other parties,” Motaamal nall;

0 howeyer, said Saturdiys by.election
ronults wore not indloative of what the future
holda for the four matn politieal parties wros-
tll:u’for power,

o havo n coalition governmant that,
of course, ahould enaur that it delivers on
promises mada o the people, and the o
stion should continue fta campalgns which
medna anything is poasfble wilg timo," Mo«
snmal anld.
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Mosisili taunts government ate

oo Thvs | Feboay 0. 5014 7

y Motsanai Mokogn

Tho N won beth the Thaba Phecheds wnd
- Mo parhumentary polls end 14 0
A 17wl grovvsest Wotors) divianne
saquriers hedl ety mveny wend terw]
by their (s, oot Time Minister Paka
it Mosiaill, whose epaech wup pepperes]

ith viekrs shognos sk w shape D |

hage” 1 *hayt pon” implywng b DC bl
cineingd) owten the ompetihon

The wordumi(h 4 the foroner povesier s |

Lnwn annimived that o tecrdved 4 phne

oty Dopety Prie Ministet and bader 15

{1t puling | st o Comgrons fiy Demeeracy
0, i Wrlaltig. enieeding dedent.
vy the fronsied couwd oo ormesdeine,
Metatngs MO0 s 4 purtner wilh Trime
et T Thidone's AN lanit s Con
et () st senfor minieser Thewels
ety Daseth) Notiong) Party (INP)
in & ooadilon gresnment
The olion groernment was eslablished
aihet he Say 9912 pall joduoed 8 husg pes
(et then endemg 10 e et st o
INig p ther wambees b come with the 0]
ate royrnd by Ahe Commtitution to fees o
peovrnment. offw ey veding Mol ot
iy o Lwethie's pevstidt
Speabing o # bt e sald s the inoomge
hotrw of (b pomlim grovrnmead, e foesser
ot oot 1 1he rwrnl bkt o (w
\elonie Toarhing Pdutstin Programme
(ITTEE by the edueation sbnasey, o (e b
it (0t thiew wrrw o Fridd b uvialo 1)
i (amyle i barghieg, 0 (dwery ond whal
11 by I uppmeteps el iy thett rod purly
gral
P UTED o s nitiutivn of the brieh
At anil O Mussstry of Eduontion to teuin
Yarkory e 0 Wil Vo coparitete schols alles
the mimdartiva af Pree Primary Eiduestion

A

14 e b f Pt U T Pty Virngeig U o, w1 wite Podaiha Vond

in 200

Mistoih plow critesmed the eonliLio groern)
st for wtteempting o i The goveen)
ol pronte pubdabed by (w0 Miniatry of
Mome Aflwiry w Replember 2010, inooneing
the prie of U bl passgent from M1 0
M

The gunwtte aloo states bt appbrants wil
o rogoiteed 00 oy eutrn DI U Uy 1o
e U DI pery pregert ad NS o
replict 4 bl jiport

Acecerting b0 the Teelibe MEF, (he conlitin
admisistration war Tnbde he Ve aSorveaid
and many sther Salhowt’, & tMtenent to
whith Uy erwnd chaetsil wrd joored wildly

"l U fieesonn years | was in gureemasen,
| worked with Miomns Mitoakae Thakam
T o™ o e Mivsherl el adding. (st
1 wmh jut 0 matte of time bediam U boey
Al 1o ol W e et

The concded by declarrng mw thet Tha
D, ahor I8 moathe s prime missint

qnlifind for The Protwe Miniuest 4068 Degrery
Prime Mosioter Metissmont and Konwe)
el 304, pvewrw guneronts porks, hile trm
tonons of telhes Indliovs have hovn
ol

Wit the coud iy stiirhes, Mol (hem
devd "o Dowo Lohhokhon”, whith when
howely trmmsdated mosor Yo o Thaban,
Iund poe mpgorieny”. rplntg g
it asgperters had bewight the “wisht
fene’” apan themae|vee
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Sunday Express Vol.5 Issue 44. Feb. 16-22. 2014. p.9.

Let’s defend our young democracy

th 'lddfdl sm“"nﬁu o-q'b
reats profile
sonnel in the public service,
tor, army and the police dese;

d i from all Y

At the same time, the selective use of
public funds to beef-up security on a few
individuals, no matter their political con-
nections, to the exclusion of the rest of
this th d citi , should be ab-
horred without rcscrva!{on.

The present coalition government came
to power through the collective efforts of
all Basotho who were disillusioned with
the Lesotho Congess for Democracy, lat-
er Democratic Congress administration
of the previous years. §

The current government is in power be-
cause of the collective effort of every well-
i ded B ho from the politi-
cal s m

peatrum. <
We collectively voted it into power be-
cause it p ised hope,

"
to our devel 1 needs,
security and above all else, service to ev-
P ho, irrespective of political af-
filiation.
That is why we d in the st

gest possible terms, the wanton attacks
on the h of high ki public of-
ficials and private citizens.
In the same vein, we cannot hide our
displ ire at the alleged threats made
't , individuals.

private scc-
rve outright
s of i

‘However, as it emerged through the
miedia that some of suspects are connect-

of these institutions.
It is no secret that as experience has

ed to very high-profile p these |
investigations should not be selective
and limited to certain individuals.

This i deserves ible and no-
ticeable increased security for all its citi-
zens,

Indeed, the authorities have wnmc:d
1 d-in

ght us in the past, involvement of re-
ligious leaders will come in handy in this

regard.

After all, we are a nation founded on
Christian values and principles. We are
a God-fearing nation. No political leader
should feel that he has a divine right to

that more such attacks are g
e future. Every Mosotho has a right to
cnjoy the benefits, freedoms and security
that go hand-in-hand with our democrat-
ic values.

Every Mosotho, even foreigners who
live in this country, deserve to move and
sleep freely without fear of some diaboli-
cal attacks by people who want to sabo-
tage our d y and freed. :

_Every individual within Lesotho's
boundaries is entitled tofq dignified lg;e.
the secu lorces get to the

“‘these da ly deeds and

bring the culprits before the Courts to
have their dues, the better.

2l dedly solve the apparent dis-
cord in the army and the police.

This should not be interpreted to im-
ply that the recent attacks involve the
army and police but rather there are

too many suspensions, court marshalls .

and changing of the top brass to warrant
suspicions of discord within their ranks.

It does not require a rocket scientist to
fathom that there are a lot of murmur-
ings of di and disag; in
these institutions. Otherwise, why the
chopping and changin,

Inp recent weeks, the main opposi-
tion Democratic Congress was protest-

ly, the th made
state official on
dren, should be

ing loudly over the rumoyred impending
di s of lead and high-ranking
executives of strategic parastatals such
I Bank of 1 ho, L h

as the C o
Authority, 1 h

ate where
e order of

tions Authority and similar institutions.
t, their protests were justi-

fied in so far as these executives were ap-

d to those positions on merit.

_stone

H .‘lheirj in omce’_!ms to be

h

such as competency, national intere';u
1t i Fior b the

< Ve no stone
Tgto’ the bottom of these
e culprits should face
b lg::ﬁn . f security
g-up O
{ 'ahouldpn_o: be selec-

- . This is because
of - P 14

phrase), rformance and their agendas
as lndlvk?:nls. which may be to sabotage
the present coalition government’s goals
and objectives.

some of them are

3 and p es of
ntent with the status quo
ere are courts of law, the Director-

Th
ate of Dispute P an
the Police Com?ldnu Authority, the Om-
budsman, liaising with the constituency.
Member of Parliament and many others,
for lodging complaints.
Above all else, arguably the most im-
portant one is the secret ballot in 2017.
Another ble th to our d -
¢y are the politicians themselves. From
the 1970’ till now, our politicians seem
hellbent on meddl in the affairs of the
police, army and all the uniformed forces. .
All these institutions are there to serve |
his lon i s litical affili

t irresp of p =%
ation. Their i \] is to
protect our d Vs gnty, terri-
tory, pi Tty and the people of Lesotho
without fear or favour. .
Yet sadly, our politicians want to med-
dle in the affairs of the disciplined forces.
In both the army and the police, there |

ppRing, lly, on the good in-
tentions of this government to disclose
and dingly advi P of the
government 50 as to defeat its policies.
ey discl fidential infor i
and strategies of this government to its
op?onenla with the outright intention of
defeating it.
Government has to tread very carefully
when dealing with such individuals,
The i b Prime Mini X

this experience first hand. He, himself,
was retained as a Principal Secretary,
under the late Chief Leabua Jonathan's
nationalist government when it was
known that he was a “le-congress”. That
is, he belonged to the i Basuto-
land Congress A

Therefore, for purposes of continuity
and fostering investor-confidence, these
high-ranking individuals should not be
dismissed across-the- .

A h would be ill-

PP

wger-happy
. advised. Government should remove the

wheat from the ¢ , as some of them

anet = ding chi feot:.r:;ishCo
and impending changes of the m-
mand and police top hierarchy.

An unstable army and police is sure
to affect every facet of Basotho's lives. It
is the of all i ility, divi
and animosity. [t scares away investors,

iy e hereby

Yimits sor

dy limited job opl;o.

ly do not deserve the high positions
they occupy.

Some of the appointments were un-
ashamedly political with no regard to
merit, performance and integrity. This
also should be balanced against the right
of these officials to work in the country of
their bir‘lh. g

some . p
mcmli\‘v’ebecauu of what they are doing or
perceived ta be doing. 2

Even more disturbing and deserving
outright d i are the r irs
of impending dismissals of high-ranking
public officials in the army, police and
pa Is — b the people con-
cerned are perceived not to belong (9 any
of the three coalition partners in govern-
ment. ‘

If these officials are incompetent, cor-
rupt or undeserving of their positions,
surely the state has endless legal re-
sources to have them removed from office
and not in the cavalier fashion they are
being treated.

£ alrea
for this impoverished nation.
We look apprehensively and with bewil-
derment as the government and opposi-
tion politicians stand idly by or actively
paru'cipale}.n sowing con ict in these the

most of our {

, a lot saul-searching, analy-
sis and self-introspection has to be un-
dertaken by government in these choppy
waters.

The nation therefore, has to give this
coalition government a chance to chart
the way forward for the betterment of this

If the security sector is ble, then
the whole country, in all spheres of life, is If
bound to be brought to a standstill.

The consequences of internal strife are
too ghastly to contemplate. These insti-
tutions need to be handled with the sen-
sitivity and caution they deserve.

ftel
‘need to put our shoulders to the wheel in
(driving this nation to a better future.
{is not only gover that is obl
Any- | to safe d d

V.
Inevitably, serious and intractable
hallenges lie ahead. We, therefore, all

It

The citizen-

& our cy,
thing overboard, will spell untold harm |1y has an equally, cril_l'cn;_ role to play in

and disaster for this nation. A
It is therefore imperative for the Prime
Mini Thi Thab his close as-

On the issue of the ks on h of
private citizens, the government is right
to enlist the expertise of detectivéy l‘r%rh'
our neighbour, South Africa, '@ ** 24

i and the , to call for
an indaba of the top brass of these two
institutions and iron out whatever differ-
ences that seemingly divide the members

L a

' and ensure its safety
ual citizens and its institutions of demo-

| cratic governance.

PO

mg“.“‘""“w o

nd pr our democracy

and that of individ-
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“COPS THREATEN JOURNALIST OVER MOLELEKI
COVERAGE” by Billy Ntaote. (Full story: Lesotho
Times March 13 - 19, 2014 p.2.)

Members of the Police Special Unit (SOU)
threatened Lesotho Times photo-journalist
Motsamai Mokotjo for taking the pictures of
lawyers who were trying to secure the release
of Democratic Congress deputy leader Monyane
Moleleki.

Mokotjo was busy taking pictures of Advocate
Phafane, Moleleki’s wife and other DC leaders
who had come to offer support. Mokotjo was
ordered to surrender his cameras and later
when the cameras were inspected, he was
instructed to delete the photos he had taken.

(clalalalalalaley

“DC LEADERS FUME AT COPS OVER MOLELEKI”
by Billy Ntaote. (Full story: Lesotho Times
March 13- 19, 2014 p.1.)

Democratic Congress (DC) officials were left
fuming after they were denied entry into the
Police Headquarters where the party’s deputy
leader was being detained.

The officials encompassing party secretary
general Ralechate ‘Mokose, Youth League
chairman Thuso Litjobo, and members of
parliament Lineo Molise-Mabusela,
Retselisitsoe Masenyese and Tjoetsane Seoka
could not believe it that the police barred them

from entering the police station.

Police would still not be moved despite the
anger of DC leaders even when Moleleki’s
lawyer, Salemane Phafane arrived with
Assistant Registrar of the High Court, Staffod
Sharite showing a court order for the release of
the former Natural Resources Minister.

[clalalalalalaley

“DC YOUTH LEADER ARRESTED” by Keiso
Mobhloboli. (Full story: Lesotho Times March 27
—April 2. 2014 p.4.)

The DC youth is reported to have been arrested
for allegedly announcing on a certain local radio
station that “the coalition government had
collapsed”.

[clalalalalalaley

“M500, 000 CAMELS BILL FOR MOSISILI” by
Billy Ntaote. (Full story: Lesotho Times March
27— April 2. 2014 p.2.)

Parliament’s Public Accounts Committee wants
the former Prime Minister Pakalitha Mosisili to
repay the M569, 315.00 which the government
spent on the maintenance of his five camels
over a period of five years.

The former Prime Minister repossessed the
camels from the Ministry of Agriculture, taking
them as a personal gift from one African head
of state.

A comparison was made that Dr. Leabua
Jonathan was presented with a bulletproof
Mercedes Benz during 1970s, he never
considered it his personal gift but a state
property since it was given to him in his
capacity as prime minister.

eeeeeeeE@

“MAHAO EXPRESSED SURPRISE AT COURT
MARTIAL” by Tefo Tefo. (Full story: Lesotho
Times March 13 - 19, 2014 p.3.)

The Lesotho Defence Force (LDF)’s Bragadier
Maaparankoe Mahao has been court-martialed
for allegedly confronting Captain Hashatsi about
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his reaction regarding the anticipated change of
leadership in the LDF. Mahao is on trial for
‘behaving in a manner unbecoming of an army
officer’.

Mahao expressed surprise in that he has served
the army and the entire country with loyalty but
it is now that he has to face the court being
accused of what he said: “I just said to the
captain that we should not be loyal to
individuals, but the state”.

eEPEPEPE@

“MAHAO TRIAL CONTINUES DESPITE
THABANE’S ORDER” by Bongiwe Zihlangu and
Tefo Tefo. (Full Story: Lesotho Times, March 6 —
122014 p.2.

A military court which was dissolved last week
following a directive from Defense Minister and
Prime Minister Thomas Thabane, was
reinstated the following week.

Thabane had reportedly dissolved the court on
the basis that it was incapable of giving
Brigadier Maaparankoe Mahao, who was
accused of misconduct, a fair trial.

Mahao confirmed the case still continued
before the military court despite Thabane’s
dissolution order. “Indeed, | was supposed to go
to the court on the 27" of February but did not
do so. One of the reasons why | did not attend
was | was aware that the Minister of Defense
(Thabane) had issued an order dissolving the
court. | happened to see the dissolution order
and also established that the same order was
served to the office of the commander
(Lieutenant General Tlali Kamoli). Nevertheless,
the court convened and only my lawyer was
present on my behalf.”

[glelalalalalale

“MOLELEKI DETAINED” by Keiso Mohloboli &
Billy Ntaote. (Full story: Lesotho Times March
13-19,2014p.1.)

The Deputy leader of the Democratic Congress
(DC) Monyane Moleleki who was arrested, was
finally released following the intervention of
Police Commissioner Khothatso TSooana.

Moleleki was escorted to his home by a police
convoy and his lawyer Advocate Salemane
Phafane.

[glelalalalalaley

“NTHANE BROTHERS UNDER FIRE”- PARLY
WANTS COMPANY TO RETURN M36 MILLION”
by Billy Ntaote. (Full story: Lesotho Times
March 27 — April 2. 2014 p.4.)

Parliament’s Public Accounts Committee (PAC)
wants the Nthane Brothers to refund
government a whopping M36 million and be
blacklisted from state construction jobs as
punishment for substandard work.

The Ministry of Public Works has ordered the
Lesotho Consolidated Civil Construction (LCCC)
to stop the road-works after accusing the
company of failing to meet conditions of the
contract.

The PAC has recommended the Ministry of
Public Works principal secretary Lebohang
Phooko to “institute recovery processes
through legal means”, and for the LCCC not to
be awarded government contracts for a certain
period as punishment for shoddy work.

EEREPEPE@
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A YEAR and a half, almost two, have passed
since the coming into power of the colourful
coalition government.

Somehow, the bitter tastes in the mouths of
some politicians have mellowed.

A new page has been turned, though in a
short space of time it seems to be yellowing
with age.

Three years before the next elections, the
political landscape continuously changes co-
lour, as though the seasons are a toy owned
by & psychedelic brat.

Imagine a typical Lesotho summer where
we would have early rains at the end of

Thabane's Kaleidoscope:
Analysis

spring. Meanwhile, autumn is at its peak, |

and the leaves fall in earnest as the showers
insist on the green.

Thus, we are trapped in a stagnant time |

warp. At the helm of government, Prime Min-
ister Thomas Thabane has is a ray of hope
for some.

To others, however, the government has
become a hindrance to the political and eco-

nomic progress that was realised in the previ- |

0US regime.

Some civil servants, ministers, principal |
secrefaries, army officers and. politicians |

await their fate as the prime minister goes on
a rampage to clean the “dirty quarters”.

It is poignant, therefore, to echo the words
of writer LBBJ Machobane when he says
about Thabane that he has “fraversed the
ranks of the civil service, with a personality
that swung from genuine mirth to friends and
to utter fury against perceived enemies”,

Thabane's supposed “reign of fury” has cast
him in & grim light and as an antonym to a
democracy, according to his detractors, In a
country riddled with corruption and politi
cal maneuvers, however, Thabane has estab-

[ lished a new dialogue; that of transparency.

Even when he is accused of settling old
scores, many who may have amassed wealth
through ill-gain are now at pains to explain
the ongins of their fortune.

As Minister of Home Aflairs during former

PRIME Minster Thames Thabane

of Lesotho

st dTimes | Mach 27 Apei 29014 3

n the past government facing
serious allegations,

Added to this, a senior
judge's legitimacy 1s ques-
tioned; former ministers are
charged with fraud, and so
many other cases emerge,

I wonder if Thabane's part-
ners in the coalition govern-
ment in tandem with him on
this quest to wipe out what he
terms corrupt elements in the
echelons of government?

The Lesotho Congress for
Democracy (LCD), whichis the
second largest partner in the
coalition, and also the former

| ruling party, enteréd gingerly
In this partnership to unseat
Mosisili

One of its ministers has been
charged with corruption, and
even removed from office. In-
terestingly enough, even with
its status as the former rul-
ing party, they make no state-
ments for or against the erst-
while rulers.

Meanwhile, clear tensions
have emerged between the
army and the high office, The
Prime Minister has given in-
structions for the dispersal of a
court martial,

In the midst of this is an army

brigadier whom the court mar-

Prime Minister Pakalitha Mosisil's reign, faced such fury when he was shot dead by po-tialis questioning over irregularitiesof prac-

and a that time with the Police Service un. 1icein a raid at his homestead.
When the coalition government assumed

der his control, Thabane became the Robin
Hood of Lesotho, dealing with villains.

tice.
In his capacity as a senior member of the

power cases of alleged Qmption were taken army's command, he has apparently threat-
The notorious ‘stock thief” Makhoathi to court, with some ministers who had been ened a junior captain over an alleged ouster

politics:

_of the army commander.

The courts of law seem vulnerable to op-
pressive powers, while in the cracks of this
broken wall we see the need to save a failing
Justice system?

All these occur while an observant audi-
ence reserves its exiticisms. |

After many years trying to reform the po-
lice into a sexvice and not a force, new reports
are emerging of the harassment of journal-
ists,

The principles of free operating media are
left with a few favourites. Certain radio out-
lets that seem to promote particular political
interests are given mileage, while all others
remain constrained.

As power is being manipulated for the in.
terests of the ruling few, and scores settled
with old enemies, we the ordinary citizens are
Jeft to our opinions. The Prime Minister has
reshuffied cabinet, fired ministers, and in the
eves of some, abused and harassed his oppo-
nents,

The former Minister 0f Natural Resources |
was arrested again, this time an ailing man
who s unfit for such treatment.

It begs the question: What has happened to
our growing democracy? :

s it a fallacy in which we live? Three par-
ties are part of the coalition. The largest party
of these, that is led by the Prime Minister, is
suffering internal strife. Two ministers were
recently fired from office without explanation.

The army has continued with its court mar-
tial despite the Prime Minister's command
that it disperse.

The nation swells in this tension and the
high office dispels the concerns as what some
might call hogwash. And the place of the elec-
torate remaing with the ballot box, while they
manufacture consent,
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Lesotho Times April 3 -9 2014 p.3.

= Open letter to Prime ™=
Minister Thabane

| WISH to voice my humble opinion to
you, honourable Prime Minister, as I
have given a lot of thought to this matter
for & long time,

My issue is influenced by the positivc

and radical changes the government is

taking to instil good governance. The
strides that the government is taking re-
quire robust and credible support strue-

tures in order to facilitate a transparent

and accountable government.

The first line of support structures are |

the ministers and the parliamentarians.

My opinion is that in future, ministers |

should not be Members of Parliament,

Their appointment must be either by
the public service or be nominated ln
MPs. Secondly, all MPs should only be
confined to their duties in parliament,

This proposal is brought about by my
observation that some MP:, who are also
bolding ministerial posts, effectively as-
stime two important positions; a ministe-
il post and a parliamentary post.

These two important posts demand a
lot of expertise to ensure satisfactory ser-
vice delivery.

My take is, these two posts could be
separated and handled by different indi-
viduals, 50 s to ensure productivity, ef-
fictency and — at the same time — create
mare jobs for other people,

[ am aware that Lesotho is not practic:
ing this kind of system and that it is not
even enshrined in the Constitution of the

PRIME Minister Thomas Thabane

land.

The Constitution supports a different
type of model, whereby ministers are re-
cruited from the two houses of p.nlmmcm

Personally, I feel the model or system is
tunctmnalh dormant. Parliament has the

prerogative to summon any organ or body of

government and even individuals, includ-

Ing ministers, to ddllf) any matter lhe\'
deem necessary and make serious follow-
ups o the effec,

Therefore it is my humble opinion to re-
quest yon and your kind office to serutinise
this suggestion seriously, with & view to ta-
bling it in parliament for debate.

The sole purpose of my suggestion is to

encourage speedy and vigorous service g
livery, separation of powers and also dist
bution of resources equitably for econord
growth in our beloved mother country
sotho.

Makotoko Makotoko
Leribe
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“PLOT TO OUST THABANE” - by Billy Ntaote.
(Full story: Lesotho Times March 13 — 19. 2014,

p.2.)

The paper reports that the Alliance comprising
the Democratic Congress (DC) MPs, some
disgruntled All Basotho Convention (ABC) and
Lesotho Congress for Democracy (LCD)
legislators is finalizing a grand coalition to oust
Prime Minister Thomas Thabane through a no-
confidence vote.

The Marematlou Freedom Party (MFP), Popular
Front for Democracy (PFD), National
Independent Party (NIP), Basotho Democratic
National Party (BDNP), Lesotho Workers’ Party
(LWP), Basotho Congress Party (BCP) and
Basotho Batho Democratic Party (BBDP) are
also said to be part of the plot which has
reportedly gathered momentum over the past

weeks.

MPs want Thabane removed for his alleged
failure to maintain stability in the armed forces,
arbitrary sacking of ministers, failure to deliver
on his election promises and dissatisfaction
over powers given to a team known as the
‘resource group’, which reportedly controls
ministries under the ABC.

eeeeeeee

“RAMATHEBANE RELEASED ON BAIL” by Keiso
Mohloboli. (Full story: Lesotho Times March 27
—April 22014, p.2.)

Jeremane Ramathebane the leader of Basotho
Batho Democratic Party (BBDP) was released on
M1, 000.00 bail and M50, 000.00 surety,
following his arrest over suspected fraud and
false representation of members of his political
party established in December 2006.

On leaving the court yesterday, a defiant
Ramathebane told the huge crowd which had
turned up for his court appearance that his
arrest had nothing to do with the alleged fraud
but retaliation for spear-heading a no-
confidence motion in parliament against Prime
Minister Thomas Thabane. He further told the
crowd that he was going to be cleared of
whatever he was accused of, and that his
supporters should “get ready because this is the
start of a political war”.

EPEPEPEE@

“RAMODIBELI AWAITS FATE” by Tefo Tefo. (Full
story Lesotho Times March 27 — April 2 2014,

p.4.)

The appeal Court president is challenging
government’s decision to suspend him while it
institutes impeachment-proceedings against
him.

Ramodibedi’s argument, as presented before
court by his South African lawyer, Peter Hodes,
was Prime Minister Thomas Thabane did not
afford him a hearing before advising the King
last year to set up a tribunal to investigate
allegations of misconduct against him.

Justice Michael Ramodibedi is anxiously
awaiting his fate after the Court of Appeal has
announced on Monday that it would be making
its ruling in due course.

eeeeeeee@

“THERE IS ROOM FOR ANOTHER PARTY:
MONYAKE” by Boitumelo Koloi. (Full story:
Sunday Express March 2 — 8 2014, vol.5. Issue
46,p.2.)

Stadium Area Member of Parliament (MP)
Mophato Monyake told the All Basotho
Convention (ABC) rally held in his constituency
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that Lesotho has room for a new political party.
He told the gathering that the Government had
failed to deliver services, therefore leaving
room for a new political voice.

Mophato accused the administration of the
coalition government for failing to fulfill its
promise of improving the lives of the people.

However, Monyake dismissed the “rumours”
about the alleged intention to form a political
party on “divisions” within the party — “l want
to openly state that such allegations are untrue.
They are like utterances from someone who has
not taken his mental illness medication”, he
said.

(clelalalalalaley

“FUGITIVE ASSUMES NEW NAME” by Keiso
Mohloboli. (Full story: Lesotho Times, April 10 —
16, 2014 p.1-2.)

According to a source who attended the brief
trial in Durban, Advocate Shamir told the court
his client was a South African named Joseph
Mokhele and not Lehlohonolo Scott as alleged
and produced a South African identity
document and passport to back his argument.

Shamir reportedly said he was surprised that his
client was being “accused” of being a Lesotho
cititzen, and that he had murdered two people
in 2012.

eeeeeee@

“GS FIRED: THABANE TERMINATES
RAMAFOLE’S CONTRACT AS GOVERNMENT
SECRETARY WITH IMMEDIATE EFFECT” by Keiso
Mohloboli. (Full story: Lesotho Times, April 24-
302014, vol.7 Issue 4 . p.1.)

Prime Minister Thomas Thabane fired
Government Secretary Motlatsi Ramafole.

Lesotho Times is in possession of a copy the
brief dismissal letter stating that he will be paid
three months’ salary and his full terminal
benefits.

The paper explains that the letter does not give
reasons for the dismissal, but its sources said
the former diplomat who was appointed
Government Secretary in late 2011, was sacked
for alleged incompetence. The paper further
reports that, Ramafole was immediately
replaced in an acting capacity, by the Ministry
of Trade and Industry, Cooperatives and
Marketing principal sectary Moahloli Mphaka.

[glelalalalalaley

“MOTANYANE SPEAKS ON NO-CONFIDENCE
MOTION” by Boitumelo Koloi. (Full story:
Lesotho Times 27 — April 2. 2014, p.4.)

The speaker of parliament Sephiri Motanyane
said he could not make a decision regarding an
application by a group of legislators seeking to
pass a no-confidence vote on the coalition
government.

The speaker said he needed to know the
numbers and Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU), of the group because that would
determine the seating allocation in parliament.
It would also help him notify His Majesty of the
latest numbers in the House. He said in the
absence of MoU, he is not in a position to make
a precise ruling on the application.

eeeeeeee@

“PM FIRES ADVISOR” - by Bongiwe Zihlangu.
(Full story: Lesotho Times April 3-9. 2014, p.1.)

The Lesotho Times Newspaper reports that the
Prime Minister Dr. Motsoahae Thabane has
fired his Political and Economic Advisor
Sekhonyana Bereng. It goes further to report
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that Bereng’s contract was terminated through
a letter dated March 31 2014 and signed by
government secretary Motlatsi Ramafole.

The reason behind the firing of PM’s Advisor is;
he is accused of failing to warn premier of no-
confidence motion. The paper states that
Bereng is also alleged to have failed to advise
the PM on whom to appoint for the position of
Senior Personal Secretary, who would travel
with the Premier abroad; leaving Ramafole to
do the work of monitoring the performance of
Principal Secretaries in government ministries.

[clelelalalalale

“RAMODIBELI RESIGNS” by Keiso Mohloboli.
(Full story: Lesotho Times, April 24 - 30 2014,
vol.7 Issue 4, page 1.)

Court of Appeal President Justice Michael
Ramodibedi, who early this month lost a court
bid to stop impeachment proceedings against
him instituted by Prime Minister Thomas
Thabane is reported to have submitted his
resignation to King Letsie IllI’s office. The Prime
Minister had advised King Letsie Ill to establish
a tribunal to investigate him for alleged
misconduct on July 23, 2013.

eeeeeee@

“SCOTT BACK IN DURBAN COURT TODAY” by
Tefo Tefo . (Full story: Lesotho Times, April 24-
302014, vol.7 Issue 4 . page 2.)

Ritual murder suspect, Lehlohonolo Scott, who
escaped from the Maseru Central Prison almost
two years ago, appeared before the Durban
North Magistrate’s Court to fight his extradition
from South Africa.

Lehlohonolo’s lawyer, Advocate Thulo Hoeane,
reports that his South African counterpart
Advocate Shabir will appear before the Durban

North Magistrate’s Court to make an
application for bail, particularly because his
client has committed no offence in South Africa.
He will also oppose Lehlohonolo’s extradition
application to get him back to Lesotho.
Advocate Shabir is opposing the extradition
application because he knows of no
Lehlohonolo Scott but that, he is representing
Joseph Mokhele.

EPPEPEE@

“SCOTT FINALLY ARRESTED....ritual murder
suspect appears in SA court” by Billy Ntaote.
(Full Story: Lesotho Times, April 10 — 16, 2014,

p.1.)

Lehlohonolo Scott, the double ritual murder
suspect was finally arrested in Durban’s
Rockville suburb after his mysterious escape
from the Maseru Central Prison.

Scott’s lawyer Advocate Shamir sought the
release of his client on bail in vain, but the court
postponed the case to April 24, 2014.

[clelalalalalaley

“SECURITY BOSSES SUMMONED ...as turf war
escalates” by Billy Ntaote. (Full story: Lesotho
Times, April 24-30 2014, vol.7 Issue 4. p.2.)

The Lesotho Defence Force (LDF) Commander
Lieutenant General Tlali Kamoli and Lesotho
Mounted Police Service (LMPS) Commissioner
Khothatso TSooana appeared before the
Security Committee over alleged hostilities
between the army and police.

The simmering tension came to the boil when
TSooana requested Kamoli to release eight
soldiers the police needed to interview in
relation to the bombings at his Ha Abia
residence, as well as the Moshoeshoe Il homes
of Liabiloe Ramoholi — Prime Minister Thomas
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Thabane’s partner, and her neighbour,
‘Mamoletsane Moletsane.

[clelelalalalale

“THABANE  APPOINTS NEW  POLITICAL
ADVISOR... TSEHLANA ASSUMES NEW ROLE ...”
by Keiso Mohloboli. (Full story: Sunday Express
April 27 — May 3 2014, vol.6. issue 4, p.2.)

Lehlohonolo TSehlana the leader of Sankatana
Social Democratic Party has been appointed
political advisor to the Prime Minister Thomas
Thabane. TSehlana replaces Sekhonyana Bereng
who was sacked three weeks ago. This has been
confirmed by TSehlana, also informing Sunday
Express that he had been offered the post and
awaiting a letter of appointment and his
contract.

Tsehlana told the paper that working with the
PM will not make him change his political
stance in any way and neither to desert his
political party.

eeeeeee@

“WHY WE FLED LESOTHO .. ABC MPs
MONYAKE AND LITSIBA SPEAK OUT “by Billy
Ntaote (Full story Lesotho Times April 10 — 16
2014 p.4.)

Two ABC members of Parliament (MP),
Mophato Monyake ande Thabiso LitSiba fled to
South Africa after receiving death threats.
Monyake was fired as Justice and Correctional
Services minister in February 2014 he is an MP
for the Stadium Area Constituency. LitSiba
represents Koro-Koro in the National Assembly.

Explaining why they fled Lesotho,

(1) LitSiba said: “what happened was in 10
March, | left to attend a parliamentary
workshop in Gaudeng, and | was
shocked to learn that; two days later,

on March 12, my wife had found two
bullets on our doorstep. The bullets
were in an envelope, and after that
incident, | realized that my life was in
danger”.

(2) Monyake said: “.. | was then
approached by an informant who told
me about the death threats made
against me. | took that tip-off seriously
and reported it to the police. ... after
signing that | was now part of the grand
coalition, | also learned that a lot of
people were angry with that decision,
and even wanted to force me to resign
my position as an MP. | reported this
again to the police and then decided |
should leave the country and assess the
situation from a secure location”.

[glelalalalalaley

“MONYAKE, LITSIBA REPORT BACK TO
PARLIAMENT” by Majara Molupe (Full story:
Informative May 13 -19 2014 p.2.)

Member of Parliament Mophato Monyake for
Stadium Area Constituency also former Minister
of Correctional Services, and the MP for Koro-
Koro Constituency Thabiso LitSiba, have
reported to the Parliament after they fled the
country in March 2014.

MP LitSiba told the paper that he and Monyake
are currently drafting letters to the Parliament
Speaker that they want to cross to opposition
parties in Parliament.

clelalalalalalel

“COALITION PACT COLLAPSES ... as LCD leader
breaths fire” by Bongiwe Zihlangu/Billy Ntaote
(Full story: Lesotho Times, June 12 — 18 2014

p.2.)
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The coalition government has effectively
collapsed, plunging the Kingdom into a new era
of political uncertainty.

The Deputy Prime Minister Mothejoa Metsing,
at the press conference held at Black Swan
Lodge in Maseru, blamed the failure of the
political agreement on Prime Minister Thomas
Thabane for making unilateral decisions to the
exclusion of his coalition partners.

He said “We have decided that we can no
longer endure the humiliation that the
Honourable Dr Thabane is inflicting upon the
LCD by his wunilateral and undemocratic
conduct” he went further to say the LCD had
decided to accept the move the Prime Minister
has taken — “Today we declare that we have
accepted that the person we had appointed as
our coalition government leader has never,
does not, and never will embrace a coalition
government.”

(clelalalalalaley

“LCS COMMISSIONER SUSPENDED” by Keiso
Mohloboli (Full story: Lesotho Times June 12 —
182014 p.4.)

The Lesotho Correctional Services (LCS)
Commissioner, Napo Sefali was suspended for
alleged  corruption, incompetence and

insubordination.

Commissioner Sefali is being accused of failing
to obey orders from his superior, the Minister
of Justice and Correctional Services, Motlohi
Maliehe.

Commissioner Sefali was ordered not to
transfer officers but he still went ahead and did
the opposite. For example, he promoted a
certain Assistant Superintendent even though
the officer was implicated in the escape of

double ritual murder suspect, Lehlohonolo
Scott, from the Maseru Maximum Prison in
2012.

EPEPEPEPE@

“LEKHANYA SPEAKS OUT ON ARMY,
POLICE FALLOUT - Security bosses need to
meet and talk, says retired major general”.
by Billy Ntaote. (Full story: Sunday Express,
June 8 - 14, 2014 p.4.)

The former Lesotho Defence Force (LDF)
Commander Metsing Lekhanya, has spoken
out on the on-going row between the army
and the Lesotho Mounted Police Service
(LMPS). The row was sparked by the
bombing of the Ha Abia residence of LMPS
Commissioner Khothatso TSooana and the
Moshoeshoe-Il homes of Liabiloe Ramoholi
and ‘Mamoletsane Moletsane on 27
January 2014 by unknown assailants.

The retired Major General Lekhanya
considered it right for Lt. Gen Kamoli in
calling for an independent inquiry into the
bombings but wrong to say he would not
cooperate with the police. “I would agree to
all remedies that would ensure there are no
conflicts between the police and the army,
especially because the approach taken has
already bungled the investigations — Yes, I'd
accept an independent commission as the
best approach to diffuse what is already a
volatile situation. Such a commission would
make recommendations and if need be,
criminal charges laid against the assailants”.

EEREPEPE@

“LWP, PLC DEFY BLOC OVER NO-
CONFIDENCE MOTION” by Bongiwe
Zihlangu. (Full story: Sunday Express, June
8-14,2014p.6.)
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The Lesotho Workers’ Party (LWP) and Lesotho
People’s congress (LPC) have distanced
themselves from a resolution made by the Bloc
of Political Parties in Parliament to withdraw
from the proposed no-confidence vote in the
coalition government.

The LWP leader, Macaefa Billy explained that
for as long as the coalition government does
not express the will to improve the working
conditions and secure a minimum monthly
wage of M2, 000.00 for textile factory workers,
“We will support any movement that promises
a better alternative”.

The LPC spokesperson Bokang Ramatsella, said
the Bloc was not formed to solely support
government, that being part of the group did
not mean “We’re compelled to support the
coalition government”.

(clelalalalalaley

“METSING CONDEMNS THABANE OVER PARLY
— DC members attend LCD press conference in
solidarity” by Billy Ntaote (Full story: Lesotho
Times June 12 — 18 2014 p.6.)

Metsing, who is leader of the Lesotho Congress
for Democracy (LCD) said the Prime Minister
Thomas Thabane’s decision to prorogue
parliament for nine months will adversely affect
the approval of laws currently before the august
house.

Deputy Prime Minister Metsing, who is also
government partner to Thabane, said the
parliament would have to “start afresh”
discussing all the laws that had not been passed
when it finally reassembles in 2015.

clelalalelalalef

“NO CONFIDENCE CASE POSTPONED” by Billy
Ntaote (Full story: Lesotho Times June 12 — 18
2014 p.6.)

The High Court postponed to August 5, a case in
which three members of Parliament are seeking
to stop a proposed no-confidence motion
against Prime Minister Thomas Thabane and his
government for alleged incompetence.

Mr. Phori and his co-applicants are challenging
the legality of Mr. Ramathabane’s motion
initiated in March 2014, and want it barred
from being discussed in parliament.

[glelalalalalaley

“PARTY LEADERS TO HOLD CRISIS INDABA :
ABC, LCD AND BNP LEADERSHIP MEETS
TOMORROW IN LAST-DITCH EFFORT TO SAVE
CALITION GOVERNMENT” by Billy Ntaote. (Full
story: Sunday Express, June 8 — 14, 2014 p.2.)

Last week the LCD accused ABC leader and
Prime Minister Thomas Thabane of making
‘unilateral governance decisions’. LCD had also
announced that the party had asked the
Christian Council of Lesotho (CCL) to mediate in
the dispute.

The LCD’s spokesperson, Selibe Mochoboroane
told this paper that “We wanted the Christian
Council of Lesotho to mediate over our
problems but instead, the ABC wrote to us
seeking a meeting for all the leaders of the
three parties in government. It came as a brief
letter asking that we meet as government and
party leaders first, and we are going to have the
meeting on Monday”.

clelalalalalalel
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able 10 wit W the working sliwsws with
fous ambees from the Kloe and ooe BCP
This plus two ARC messbery dem
anetratos 4 ronsbdersbie bl of knalty
which, though oot adegumte 10 sand hon
susrsble Pakalitha Mol back 10 Qe
berhoaneng, should weery the coaliticn

government

1€ the cvalstson grvarnment still has M
MPs and Sve MPy of e tvis sominand
g e onjeeiny, why dows the mosion of
na o dencs seare them? 1t 1 the mage
chont that Goes Wt saly hawnt e grvers
went but even the toem Lhal o hbes
the whole gemm cumberaime
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Lesotho Times Views, April 3 -9, 2014. p.3

———

No-confidence vote: Where
are the electorate’s interests

FORMER peamiet Pakitha Mosish |

RECENT developmesits in the country, fol:
Jowing the much publicised artempt of &
vate af no-confidence against Prime Minis:
ter Thomas Thabane have highlighted, yet
again. the disturbing tandency by some Al
rican leaders to desire more time'in power
no matter how long they have bedn in tho
saddle. Mare about thiz later as [ would
like to start with the character who bas
heen at the centre of this so-called vote of
ne-confidence.
['am not sure how many people in this
countyy take Jeremane Ramathebane seri-
vt of course those whojoined his
he 2007 national eléctions
sed widows of minework-
5 il supposedly held by
nig companies thejr hushands

In hindsight, many of the visibly
75 could bo regretting their deci-

the ill-fated march,
has beer able to garner engugh
became an MP by, proportional rep:
rosentation on two oeeasions. That should
i all tha information you need ahout

cyear term system. Noleader; no matter how
long ‘they stay in power, can' accomplisgh av:’

" and wants to make amends? What exactly,
) my, retired mother was. |

logieill’ mu . L
twentyeyear rule by just &

- As the nation wonders ‘how Ramathe:
bang has become the ring leaderin the at-
tempt to turn the tables againstithe coali-
tion' government, many of u§ cannot help -
“but think he 15 just a front for certain jndi-
viduals in the august house. :

Those who harbour the'real intireéts
in the government's collppse appear to be
taking the back seat, vt the spoils will be
theirs should the dream become a reality.
1t is public knowl fe thata plan for & new
eahinet was-already being hatched, The
old gcars of the opposition. fatling to form
a government, despite bemg the mmjority
party, were about to receive a fresh coat of
dressing:

The nume of former Premier Pakalitha
Mosisili has of course been forwarded ns
the ono to take over in caze the Rimathe-
bane-led motion syceeeds. Reading one of
the local newspapers recently where Mo-
sisili was interviewed. he stated he would
not mind taking aver again as Prime:-Min.
iater-and even cited examples of those who
Teft office but-later made a return. While
ha ey elaim thet ofher pariamentarians

Siaiphriachedt 'ﬁirywcfw.?;n“dyins His

A

s
] )

&hws the man from Tsoelike i still hungey

for more. 11 had been Prime Minister for 14
years, 1 am not sure what would prompt ‘'me .

1o want to extend this period. We are talking
alivost three terms at the helm in our five:

‘érything, Tn fnct the longer they stay, the less™

they normally achieve ag some tend to 08
complacent, knawing they will probably got a
fresh mandats no matt

helploulf as their

?ﬁ;lic TesOUrCEs Wi

5 : EOVET) ¥
can't he juss protect his'legacy and stay out
of the murky-waters of
that he reflects he hasn't Jeft & proud record

does he want? By

home recently. T am

be driven by the desire to beat that record
‘Unfortunately, we in_ southern Africl
volatively. close 'to a 80-year-old president

in the name of Robert Gabriel Mugabe who,

despite hobbling towards his 100 birthday,

‘may be an inspiration Lo many of his coun-.

erparts that as long as they feel healthy and
strong, they capn cling on despite the many

haowls of frngsz 10 clear tha way for voupy

blood or fresh ideas. Such apparent hunger
for more is piten justified by the “my-people:

still need-me” mantra; ihe syndrome (a.curse’

evén) which affticts many leadera on this con-
tinent, A

When Mosisili- passed on ‘the . symboli
torch to Thabane in the cold Setsoto Stadium
almost two years ago, be recoived local and
international accalades for being. an excep:
t10n to some of the African leaders who would
rather witness bloodshed than handover
power. !

That his namé s now part of the move
to unseat Thabane will notgain him many
friends ‘and he risks ‘shedding @ lot of the
respect he had earned. The agmtation of the
youth from the three coalition partners at the
grounds of parliament during the time when
this pot was stmmering does not augur well
for peace, ey iy i

Many of those whao dipped their fingers in
ink with the ided of a change in government
may fuel unrest; and the volattity ard uxplos
siveness of 1985 still rempins o m some
Fcople's memories. | wish somée
iamentarians could project thair out
ther than the tips of their noses or they may
wake up 0. discover that Maseru has once
again been razed to ashes. We surely don’t
want this. R

We: might justifiably then ask'in whost
interest lgﬁs vote'af no confidence should be
entertained. Whils parliament statutes sl
low it, [ am not sure ipreally has anything to
do ‘with: the geriesal public If we dig decper
we shall discover that many of those behind
it amply have their syes widely fixed on the

ment positions that will be gvail-
v of the lucrative perks, shpuld

it be suceessful, -
It is & scramble for the self and nothing
3 h driven by individualigty and
ophased to the public

olities? Could it be

i

r how incfficient their
Hiathe haplasaits

5 years., Could hé"

National
Agenda

By Mahao Mahao

on the tables. of many in this country;
how it will create emplovment for those
kopeless eitizens whose certificates have
turned . into mere decorations in fancy
woaden frames: how it will help the child
who daily walks & réturn trip of over 10
kilometres 1o access a school; how it will
help that remote: villager finally sec a
rond reach their village and put a stop to
thé humiliating desperation of transport.
ing the deceased on horseback; and how it
will fight corription. *

Wa had beamed with satisfaction upon
noting that our Directarate on Corruption
and Ecnnomic Offénces -had been given
back its teeth-and had starsed hie biting
spres in earnest. These are the real is-
sues which affest the general public and
Fam set to hear any of them montioned
23 cAtalysts to the groundless vote of no-
confidence. =¥

Purhaps some of those in the 0pposi:
non benches alsg harbour the hapa td em,
barrass Thabane as the Prime Minister
whose'term never lasted even more than
$wo vears. That, as well, hag notnmg to
do with e or-the ordingry ctizen try:
ing to make @ living ouv of gothing, The
¢itizen who would rather ook forward o
their cows' dung since:nt least if offers

that thire will bé free fuel to cook
children

no-confidenece yote: which some pariis-
mentarians secan Lo regard 85 a mattor
(il¥o.2nd et Gl aniallyi parEning

L §
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“PM SUBMITS LETTER TO PROROGUE
PARLIAMENT” by Majara Molupe (Full story:
INFORMATIVE, 10 - 16 June, 2014, p.1.)

The Prime Minister Motsoahae Thomas
Thabane has submitted a letter to His Majesty
King Letsie Il for the prorogation of parliament
for an indefinite period.

According to the Press Secretary to the PM,
Thabo Thakalekoala, the Prime Minister
proposed for the prorogation of Parliament so
that the differences amongst the coalition
parties in government All Basotho Convention
(ABC), Lesotho Congress for Democracy (LCD)
and Basotho National Party (BNP) can be ironed
out.

EEPEPEPEE@

“PM’s ALLEGED WRONGDOINGS AS CLAIMED
BY THE LCD AT LAST WEEK’s PRESS
CONFERENCE” (Full story: Sunday Express, June
8-14,2014p.2.)

e Transfer of Lesotho Highlands Water
Project

e Firing of finance Principal Secretary

e Removal of Government Secretary

e Attempt to prorogue parliament

e Attorney General and Director of Public
Prosecutions given letters for them to
show cause why they cannot vacate
office

e DPM summoned the Commissioner of
Police and other Lesotho Mounted
Police Service officers two weeks ago to
his office. The summon was not
honoured.

eEPEPEPE@

“PM REASSURES POLICE ON SALARIES” by
Keiso Mohloboli (Full story: Lesotho Times
June 12-182014p.7.)

Prime Minister Thomas Thabane has
reiterated his commitment to implement
new salary structure for the Lesotho
Mounted Police Service (LMPS).

Dr. Thabane said government would
increase the police pay and reinstate the 2%
deducted from constables’ salaries previous
month with immediate effect.

Dr. Thabane stated that “I am aware of the
confusion that has been brought about by
this rank-structure and deduction, and
would like to appeal to the police to be
calm and commit to their everyday work
because this issue is controversial and my
office is taking it very seriously.”

e@PEPEPEEE@

“EXPLOSIVE START TO PEACE TALKS ... as
LCD delegates refuse to back down over
demands to end prorogation of
parliament”. By Billy Ntaote. (Full Story:
Lesotho Times July 24 — 30 2014 p.2.

The coalition government began peace-
talks on a bitter note when the three ruling
parties could not agree on a number of
issues, top of which was the current nine-
month suspension of parliament.

The National Executive Committee (NEC)
meeting held at the State House was
scheduled to discuss the proposed
amendments to the original Coalition
Agreement (CA) and the report prepared by
New Zealand Member of Parliament (MP)
Rajen Prasad.
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The paper reports that ABC and BNP delegates
“reacted angrily to the LCD’s suggestion that
parliament should re-open in September and
not 27 February 2015 when the prorogation is
supposed to end”, and that both ABC and BNP
further argued that parliament’s suspension
was not the reason why the three parties fell-
out.

eEPEPEPE@

“SCOTT’S LAWYER QUITS” by Lekhetho
Ntsukunyane. (Full story: Public Eye July 25 —
31, 2014, p.6.)

Scott’s lawyer, advocate Shameer Goolabjith
told the Durban Court that he was resigning
from Scott’s case.

The public prosecutor in the case, Mr. Blackie
Swart said “we gathered from his chamber”
that he (Goolabjith) quit because he was not
paid the legal fees as promised by the client.

Swart said one Advocate Mazebuko was
eventually introduced before the court as
Scott’s new lawyer. Mr Mazebuko was hence
“presented by the extradition documents to
study merits of his client’s deportation to
Lesotho”.

(clelelalalalaley

“SCOTT’S CASE CANNOT PROCEED, SAYS
THETSANE” by Limpho Sello.  (Full story:
Lesotho Times, August, 22 — 28, 2013 p.4.)

Malehlohonolo’s son Lehlohonolo, escaped
from Maseru Central Prison in October 2012.
Both mother and son are accused of killing two
people  for  alleged ritual
Malehlohonolo was released on M500.00 bail

purposes.

after spending fifteen (15) months in remand
prison.

The Director of Public Prosecution (DPP), Leaba
Thetsane said the murder trial of
‘Malehlohonolo Scott cannot proceed since the
main suspect is still at large. He told the media
that the prosecution could not proceed with the
case in the absence of the main accused as that
would be detrimental to the crown’s case.

[clalalalalalaley

“METSING JUSTIFIES PROTEST” by Bongiwe
Zihlangu. (Full story: Lesotho Times, August, 28
— September 3, 2013 p.9.)

Deputy Prime Minister (DPM) Mothejoa
Metsing will lead a “peaceful march” against
the prorogation of parliament on Monday 1%
September, 2014. He is hopeful that this would
“finally drive the message home” to the Prime
Minister (PM) Dr. Thomas Thabane.

At the press conference held at LCD
Headquarters in Maseru, Mr. Metsing urged
Basotho to “join the match in your numbers”
for the Prime Minister to see why the
prorogation should be lifted.

The LCD Leader states that Dr. Thabane failed to
take steps to ensure that parliament’s
prorogation was lifted by the agreed date as per
the Windhoek.

IMASERU - The Principal Secretary (PS) in |
bne of the LCD-led ministries allegedly shot

himself yesterday night. |
I A source told the paper that the body of
the deceased was found lying in a pool of

blood inside a toilet.
I The cause of his death is not yet known

land the police took his corpse to the mortuary

for further investigations.

I Reports showed that the deputy Prime]
IMinister and several high ranking officials of
hoth the party and government rushed to the
scene soon after hearing the news.

Informative May 13-19 2014 p2
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FOLLOWING the announcement that Prime
Minister Thomas Thabane has advised His
Majesty to prorogue parliament, the public
sphere was abuzz with fears and assertions
over the issue,

The issues raised include the claim that the
premier has no right to adviee King Letsie IIT
without cabinet approval and that there are no
conditions in Lesotho warranting prorogation.

Though the prevailing question is not neces:
sarily what than how appropriate the proroga-
tion of Parliament is, the debate will remain
elitist, exclusionist and to some extent mis-
leading unless the first question is addressed.

In fact, the majority of voters would be ren. PRy

dered & mere audience rather than debaters,
on whether this is the end of road for the coali
tion government?

Prorogation is a parliamentary break which
marks the end of a parliamentary session,

In terms of the Lesotho constitution, it s
done by the king acting on the advice of the
premier.

Section 83 (1) and (4) o the constitution stip-
ulates that the king may prorogue parliament

Times | June 19- 18 2014

Prorogation

n of parliament

What's next for Lesotho?

but expressing sympathy
for the fellow congress

party.

Beyond the simple
mathematios that LCD
and Democratic Congress
(DC) can form govern-
ment and therefore re.
place the present coalition

The Lesotho Times welcomes

readers’ feedback on topical

issues,
Letters may he addressed to:
The Editor, Lesotho Times,
5C Happy Villa, Maseru,
Email: editor@lestimes,co.ls

the undesirable conduet,
its net effect is that they
will have opportunity to
talk

What s clear is that
there are some issues and
tensions within the coali-
tion,

The rank and file of the

government, for those who
read and write polities, Such back love was not
only imminent but fast approaching.

In a desperate bid to consolidate his posi-

coalition parties may not
be aware of them. Even part of the leadership
of these parties may not be privy to some of
the contested issues,

: " ie minister, tion, All Basotho Convention (ABC) leader Dr ~ Normally, politcal party leaders package
: at;;y ﬁ;’f’;ﬁ,ﬁ:ﬁﬁ: gﬁ:ﬁ’:ﬁw&f Thabane acted swiftly to advice the king to- and classify information so that what is dis-

time & long as it does not éxceed 12 months.

Prorogue.

seminated to the followers is controlled,

When parliament is prorogued, all the bugi-  Why was prorogation so important to the It is this controlled and measured informa-

ness before the House lapses but it can be in-
froduced in the next sessioni . | ¢

prime minister?
This ensure that for the time being Patlia-

tion that disadvantages followers yet benefits
leaders most in terms of sides and positions

Promogation do&ﬁéi]@ll?dﬁele'cﬁbn’i;:itisa ment would not resume soon, thus delaying followers take,

break, what Jeads $ elections s a dissolution.

the dreaded consummation of the dreaded

This means that over and above what is

- (Given this ‘explanation, the begging ques- LCD-DC re-marriage either by floor crossing available in the public domain, leaders may
ﬁo(:fvﬁ,':,m}}fmm"&iwﬁ;“ m 'imﬁ orany other way which would give the speaker engage in discussions, negotiate, make trade-

about the parliamentary break?

Politics 15 the response!

In Lesotho, the prime minister is the head of
government ag per Section 87 (2) which indi-
cates that such ghall be a person commanding
the majority of the National Assembly,

In other words the premier can only legiti-
mately hold office so long as helshe enjoys the
confidence of the National Assembly.

The incumbent premier derives that major-
ity from the parliamentary collaboration of the
ABC, LCD and BNP on the one hand and the
parties of the Bloc, albeit their fragmentation,
on the other,

In recent history, one of the parties in the
coalition, the Lesotho Congress for Democracy,
oxpressed its discontent on the non-consulta-
tive modus operands of the premier,

There was also a sharp turnaround in the
political posture of the parties of congress ot
entation in not only echoing LCD discontent

legitimate indication that the sitting premier
has lost legitimacy in terms of Section §7(2) of
the Constitution,

This would create a situation where the
prime minister would be logically compelled to
resign as he would have clearly lost control of
the majority of the House,

This technical knockout would have consti-
tutionally by-passed the motion of no-confi
dence barred by the courts,

The current recess of parliament sina die
can, at any time, be revoked by the speaker
in consultation with the leader of the house,
Deputy Prime Minister and leader of the LCD
Mothejoa Metsing, The next logical question
would be whether this prorogation can be used
to consolidate or dismantle the coalition?”

It could be used either way excopt that it has
provided opportunity for talks,

Although the LCD has registered the unilat:
eral modus operand as yet another pointer of

offs and re-invent the coalition government,

Whether the LCD discontent bas degener:
ated into an irveparable rapture of the coali-
tion or things could be corrected would be a
determination of the leadership foru,

During the nagotiations, a lot of give and
take will be expected,

The nature of the contentious issues at
stake normally determines whether parties
in dialogue may need a mediator or they can
handle on their own,

In the case of parties negotiating on their
own, they would have to apply high levels of
discipline and restraint in terms of emotions
and arguments otherwise a deadlock can be
easily reached. [n the event of a mediator com-
ing in, & few considerations are necessaxy,

Suceess in mediation depends on & number
ofissues inclusive of but not limited to consent
to the process of mediation and acceptance of
the mediator, respect of the Parties to the me-

diator thus addressing the authority of the
mediator,

The combination of skills and authority ig
normally the secret for success of many me
diatory efforts,

The mediator s neither expected to be qu:
thoritarian nor is helshe supposed to be pu
nitive, In the absence of skill, the mediator
is likely to become lpunitive and judgmental
which will result in failure,

The second observation is that the agree-
ment guiding the coalition government is
threadbare and may need to be improved,

This prooess may end up benefiting this
arrangement, Parties may, after discussion,
agree that the coalition has to be terminated
in which case they will retur to parliament
which would result in a change of government,

Otherwise the king may be advised by the
Prime Mipistpr to take the dissolution route,

If the Council of State advices the king to
refuse the premier's advice on dissolution, he
will lose the majority in parliament, resign or
be removed. This engagement and peaceful
handling of prorogation could as well be used
a3 an opportunity to talk about possibilities of
legislating for the coalition government, |

On the other hand, this prorogation could
be used to avoid the parliamentary test of
support while the premier goes on executing
his functions as head of the executive arm of
government,

This could include exercising the powers
of the prime minister and going ahead to do
what his counterparts may have complained |
about thereby leaving them with no option but
to desert the coalition government or even re-
moving them from cabinet.

Clearly, this route would lead to a political
legitimacy crisis.

Sofonea Shale
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Lesotho times June 12 - 18 2014 p.12

COMMENT

asotho on khi_fe edge

E 2012 Coalition Agreement between Thomas Thabane,
fothetjoa Metsing and Thesele Maseribane has effectively
pliapsed. To try and pretend otherwise would be disin-

The proverbial final nail in the coffin of the two year
ralition pact came in the words of Mr Metsing when he
iz d 2t yesterday’s press conference that “the Prime
finister (Thabane) has cancelled and rendered nugatoxry
he strength and existence of the coalition by refusing to
beerve and adhere to the ‘good faith’ (sic) and democratic
brinciples ~ Pay particular attention to his use of the word
cancelled”. Mr Metsing used the word to entirely secek
o blame his pariv's clear withdrawal from the Coalition
Aoreement on Dr Thabane.

The LCD has been vociferous about what it calls persis-
ant viclations of the Coalition Agreement by Dr Thabane.
t cites many unilateral decisions allegedly taken by the
Premier withou:s consultations.

If it's the LCD's view that Dr Thabane has effectively
tancelled the coalition agreement, then one would have ex-
=d Mr Metsing to have alsoc announced his entourage’s
romplete withdrawal from the governmeni. But instead,
: Metsing said his ministers would stay put in govern-
ment, despite the —cancellation” of the Coalition Agree-
ent. ostensibly to tryv and negotiate with other parties and

ormmn & new coalition. .

But the window of that possibility seems to have been|
shut by Dr Thabane's pre-emptive strike o prorogue Par-|
iament Prorogation means the meetings of parliament are|
discontinued even though the House is not d: -
bane prorogued Parlbiament to avoid being toppised by any
new coalition which the LCD could have formed with other
parties, mainly the Democratic

as
prorogation has been signed by
fectively become law. Mr Metsing
| can also go back to the Council of the State and ask the
| King to overturn the prorogation order and allow them tg
form a new government with new coalition partners. It is
- difficult to see how that is legally possibie. 3
With evervone digging in their heels, the prospects fo
- this nation are looking increasingly bleak. s

While Dr Thabane ﬁas theﬁ)hgl;t to suspenad parlis
ment, the question is; is it ms 3 right for him to rule
such a long time without a Pariament?

Parlimment is one of the three key pillars of the
which provides checks and balances ism on the
ecutive. The other one being the judiciary. To haveno p
liamentary sittings to pass or amend important laws magh

roblematic. Already, there Sre iznp z bills pend
> ruling without a iz can bres

Metsing
to pile press =
“fo their ministerial positions. The LCD cannot simply ha
their pie and eat it. They cannot be ready to trash a politics
ag -ment that brought them into the government while s
the same time clinging to their ministerial perks. A cles
and uneguivocal statement that they are withdrawing frox

the government as a result of all the allegations they rais
| against Dr Thabane would probably have helped in pilix

20nsS S
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