SPEECH PY TUE PONOURAELE THE FEIMI MINISTER
OUTLINING DEVELOFMENT FOLICY FOF LESOTHO AiD

ITS MOUNTALF AREAS,
THURSDAY, 28TH IOVZMEET. - SUNDAY, 1ST DECEMBER, 1968

My first desire ic to convey to you the condolences
of His Majesty King Mochoeshoe 1I and the Government of
Lesotho on the tragedy that befell our Flying Doctor and his
pilot in the service of the people who live in the mountain
arcas of Lesotho, e all fecel this loss deeply. Among
other factors, this tragedy makecs us acutcly aware of the need
to render to thesc ereas scrvices which, though limited in
scope, are now becing enjoyed by people living in the Lowlands.

Lesotho is basically an agricultural country and
because of this the Government accords top priority to crop
and livestock production and improvement, ac 2 meane of
increasing the people's income. The increasc in income will
form the besis of savings which will be used by the people
themselves for the futurc economic development of the country.

The Government ie convinced that for industrialization
to continue unheompered it must be accompanied by productivity
increases in agriculture, The experience of Japan, Israel
and other countries that have achieved a break-through in
agriculture shows that agricultural development is a
prerequicsite for a2 successful programme of inducstrislization.
Tre country ought to be self-sufficient in food supplies in
order to minimize the balance of payments probleﬁs that result
from heavy importation of machinery and foodstuffs. It is

therefore the Government'c objective to make Lesotho self-
sufficient in food requiremente and to diversify agriculture
through the introduction of ncw cash crops which may be
suitable for our climatec and soils.

It is in this light that thc Govermment intends to
develop the Mountain arcas and to make ther more accessible
to the Lowland markete co that they can sell thcir produce at
' €conomic priccs., The Government is now investigating
alternative ways of achicving this development objective. It
has commissioned the Transport Research Centre of the
University of Stellenbosch to make an cconomic eppraisal of
where the roads to the mountain arcas should be constructed,
The Government is also negotiating with friendly countries on
the assistance that can be given for the develoﬁmenﬁ of the

mountain: Jies'e



