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DEFJTY PRIME WINISTER ADDRESSES CHUAMBER OF COMMERCE.
22nd November, 1966.

The Deputy Prime Minister, Chief S. MaseYibane, told
members of the Lesotho Chamber of Commerce at their annual
dinner on Saturday evening thuot the Government fully appre-
cizted the need for Vigorous and successful commercisl
expension.

"It is our intention to do 211 we can to stimulate this
expansion," he said. "We are not merely gdetermined to
maintain the necessary basic conditions of law and order,
security and the rule of law, it is also our intention to
do whatever lies in our power to improve comiunicetions to
stimulzte industrialiscstion snd to exploit such resources
as we have in the effort to raise the living standards of
our people.

"We cre confident thet the comierecisl ecommunity will
play its full part as our ally in achieving these objects; in
the Tull realisstion thet 16 cannot fail e S2are in Ghe
benefits which will result."

The Deputy Prime Minister assured the Chambexr of the
importance attached by the Government of Lesotho to the well-
being and development of the private sector 0of the economy
of the country, and the reg xrd which ‘the Government had fox
the commercizl community.

YHistorically iithe trading coumunity has ployed o mesty
important part in the eveolution of Desotho, and it is part-
lculerly gratifying to my Government to see the 01d asso~
ciaztions betw

en Lesotho and meny well-known treding families
continuing from one gemerction to—snether. There could be no
betier assurance of confidence «nd stebility. My Government
looks forwzrd with confidence to the long continustion of
these old friendships in the new independent Lesotho," Chief
Maseribane said.

"Some of you will ask what thet new inderendent Lesotho
megns for you. Inevitably there will be change, but we
intend thet it will be change for the better and to the
nytual advantege of all who live and work in our country.

The only alternative to it would be a stagpation which would
destroy not only our commerce but every other form of
ngtional aptivity and prosperity."
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