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mountain areas of Lesothc.

Two possibilities for opening up the mountain areas
exist., First, these arcas can be linked with the lowlands
by an expanded and improved air service, Yet for this
service to operate ecconcmically and cfficiently, you the
people living in the mountains will heve to congregate in
larger settlements. The Government has no resources for
building airstrips for every village in the mountains even
if it wished to deo s0,

Second, the mountain arcas can be made accessible
through a system of r=ads, The tecrrain of the country will
make the constructiou of such woads costly in terms of
equipment and kncw-how, To minimize thesc costs people
here will again have to constitute themsclves into larger
scttlements, The Goverrnment hopes that the different surveys
now underway will identcify the areas in which the growth of
larger settlements should proceed.

The opening of the mountain arcee of Lesotho, as
well es the interior of thc country, ic ecxpressive of the
Government ‘s confidcnce ia thc economic potential of these
arcas, The costly nature of the process represents an
investment which is unlikely to feil us in the long run.

It is not, however, the intention of the Government
to wait until the roads arec built before active assistance to
farmers is erfowced. The Governmant will offer every
assistance poseible for the improvement of livestock and the‘
by-producte thexzeof, Good quzlity animel stock will always

ket s,
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carn higher prices in mecac @

The Gcovernment's objecctive is to help wool and
mohair growers to improve the quality of their products, To
this end it has invitecd cxperts from the South African Wool
and Mohair Boards. who ~rc working with and training our people
in wool grading and classification, Thie help will be caesily
available if pcoplc organizc themselves into associations or
co-opcratives, It ic thec Government's intention to ensure
the optimum utilization of our hides and skine through proper
curing and tanning. Thesc hides and skins will form the
basis of a lcatherwork industry at a later stagec,

Concerning crop production, it is our policy to
co-operate with the people in improving efficiency in the
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