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BRCADCAST BY THE FRIME MIMISTER CF EESCTHC ON

LESCTHO'!'S ACCEFTANCE TC MEMBERSHIE CF UMTED

NATICNS CRGAMISATICN AND CN THE RESULT CF THE
FEINARCIAT IALJM IN LENDCN - SUNDAY, CCTCBER 23rd 1966

Immediately on arrival back home from Mew York and
London respectively | take pleasur in announcing toc the people
of my country the results of my vist to the two places mentioned
and to make it clear that something really worthwhile has been
achieved,

In New York | had the privilege to be present when
Lesotho's application for membership of the United Mations was
considered both in the Security Council and in the Ceneral
Assembly, Sponsored by I‘--"Iger*ial, Jordan, Uganda, Mew
Zealand and Britain the application received the support of all
member states in the Security Council and was unanimously
recommended for approval by the General Assembly,

In the morning of Cctcher 17th, our application was
again unanimously accepted by the General Assembly and, on the
same day our deiegation led by myself, and consisting cf the
Minister of Justice, Mr, F ecete F eete, and our Ambassador
designate, Mr., A. Mohale, tock ocur seais at the Lesotho's tdle
in the Ceneral Assembly. After remarks of congratulation on
Lesotho's attainment of membership to U, M, by delegates from
Britain, Guinea, the Republic of South Africa and the United
States, | made an inaugural speech on behalf of the Kingdom of
Lesotho.

At 2039 Dimy that day/ ..,



At 2,42 P.my tndt day the [escothe flag was raised
signifying full membership of the world body with all rights and
privileges thereto attached, At this very imposing ceremcny the
Secretary General, Y. Thant made a moving speech of
welcoMe of [Lesotho ¢ membership of the United MNations; and in

equally appropriate terms His Majesty the King of Lesothc replied,

These M9mentous achievements having now been made,
it behoves me as your Frime Minister and Minister for Foreign
Affairs in His Majesty's Covernment to call for unity here at
hcme in order tc work for a greater unity in Africa and among
the nations of the world, It is for us tc appear as worthy
members of this world bedy - & fact which depends largely on
unity acticn and singleness of purpcose towards ideal chjectives,

[ had just concluded my work in Mew York and was
about t¢ return home when suddenly news came that | had to ge to
London to join in the financial talks there in progress between
the L.escthc delegation and the DBritish Ministry of Cverseas
Development of Her Majesty's Government. At the conclusion
of the talks the British Tcvernre nt decided tc make an offer

to. provide .up;-to. R22,000,00C budgetary and development aid
during the 3 - year pericd beginning lst April, 1567 as a
contributicn towards Lesocthc'!s needs., While we ér‘e prepared
to accept the cffer we made it clear that the sum of R22 million
is almost at exactly the same level as Lescthc's needs as
assessed by the Forter Mission and by the Government cof
Lesctho itself. The said sum will enable the Lesctho CGovernment
tc ccntinue at best a holding cperaticn; it will not permit a
development programme designed to set Lescthoc on the road to . .
economic independence.

The Lesothe Covernment has calculated that the aid
needed over 3 years tc ensure develcpment as :pposed to

Stagiation s RS0 milliens Eubthobmere & and aohisa Aol iaeaitais



el

own expert advaice, the R22 milli®n oéfep wouy, -
' be beneficially
acceptable tc Lescthc if spread over 4 pﬁr‘ioﬁ : - .
Of two rather than
three years. As the offer stands the amoyub .

'S enough merely

for budgetary needs and nct fcr de‘velopmeht‘

The :Y‘itish i\/linistePS: includinm th
g € Britjsh Frime

Minister, were unable tc explain the Jiffere L
: ; iy In aid offered to

Lesothc and tc Eotswana, Botswana which iy . -
industrially more

developed than Lescthc and which has smaljgn :
‘ Population than

Lesctho is offered R27 millicn as agajng Bl o o
i Wn R22 million,

Ne convincing explanation has been given by, "L'h@ British Ministor
Eritis inisters

£ pas icus discrepancy. Befcre | e
ior this seriocu P Y. ft Lgndon I made clear

Mr. Arthur Bottomle the Minister of C
o . EE : s VelScas Development,

that while 1 accepted the offer of R22 millioy,, i b

Majesty 's Government reccnsider cup plea that e shount be
(S £ 91 v

i
spread cver a two-year as against a threc- )
& 4 i Y€ar pericd.

In conclusicn | wish to inform the Boable ol e

after | shall have consulted witi@ mY colleagues itdhe O Lbinis
e s ?

His Majesty The ¥ing of Lesothe and furthep had ihe Boroth

of the advise of my economic and financial QXPebts. £ Shall
?

proceed to London towards the end of this weel or early next

week tc finalise the financial settlement with the Brihel Ern

Minister,
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