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At 2.45 p.m, that day the Lesotho flag was raised
signifying full membership of the world body with all rights and
privileges thereto attached. At this very imposing ceremcny the
Secretary CGeneral, U, Thant made a mcving speech of

welcome of Lescthe tc membership of the United MNaticns, and in

equally appropriate terms His Majesty the ¥ing of Lesothc replied.

These momentous achievements having now been made,
it behoves me as your F rime Minister and Minister for Foreign
Affairs in His Majesty's Covernment to call for unity here at
heme in order toc work for a greater unity in Africa and among
the nations of the world, It is for us to appear as worthy
members of this world bedy - a fact which depends largely con
unity action and singleness of purpcse towards ideal chbjectives.

I had just concluded my work in Mew VYorlk and was
about tc return home when suddenly news came that | had to go to
Londen to join in the financial tall:s there in prcgress between
the Lescthc delegaticn and the Dritish Ministry cf C verseas
Development of Her Majesty's Government. At the conclusion
of the talks the British Ccvernre nt decided tc male an offer

to provide .up. to. R22,000,00¢ budgetary and development aid
during the 3 - year pericd beginning st April, 1567 as a
contributicn towards Lescthc's needs. “Vhile we ére prepared
tc accept the cffer we made it clear that the sum of R22 million
is almost at exactly the same level as Lescthc's needs as
assessed by the I crter Mission and by the Gcvernment of
Lescthe itself. The said sum will enable the Lescthe CGovernment
tc continue at best a hclding cperaticn; it will not permit a
develepment programme designed to set Lescthe on the road to . -
eccnomic independence.,

The Lesctho Covernment has calculated that the aid
needed over 3 years to ensure develcpment as + pposed to

stagnaticn is R36 millicn., Furthermcre, and acting on Lescthc's



