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cconomic and administrative structurce of Lesotho and outline a
rcalistic programme of action to frce the country from cconomic
stagnation,

Because of the prescnt structurc of the econony of
Lesotho, Govermment will play a leading role in preparing aand
implemecnting development mcasures, The Five-Year Develonment
Plan will bc primarily a public investment plan, Govertuizat!s
expenditure on development will be the main lever for ecorowmic
developnment, Tnis is inevitzblec because of the weakness of our
private cconomic sector,

The implementation of the Five-Year-Bevelopment-Plan
will call for incrcased capital and recurrcnt expenditure)
Becauze of our meagre financial resources, the Government will
be obliged to epproach fricndly organisations and countricec to
ascist with financial, materiesl and expert 2id, The plan will
form thc basis for aid and technical assistance requests, The
existence of the plan will undoubtedly be appreciated by forcign
aid donors who will be anxious to sce that their assictance to
Lesotho is used in accordance with specified conditions and
priorities designed to expcdite thc country'!s economic and social
development,

Wotwithetanding the absence of a development plan, my
Government has, sincc 4th October, 1966, been pursuing a number
of cconomic activitics, Each year, Parliament passcd

-

deveclopment mcasurcs aimed at improving the cconomic and socia
position of Lesotho,

During thec past threc ycars, my Government identiiled
agriculturc end industry as priority scctors, In the ficld of
agriculturc our objective has bcen to diversify and develop
agricultural and livestock production in ordcr to provide
sufficient foodstuffe for the population whilc also paying
particular attention to thc ecxport potcntial of the commoditics
produced, Emphacsic has also becn laid on soil conservation
and pasturc improvcment,

In the field of crop production, sced-multiplicetion
2nd Certified Sced Production Schemes have been introduced,
Whercas before independence all certified sced was purchased
from the Republic of Eouth Africa, Lesotho now has 80 acres of
land in the mountain areas uscd for sced multiplication, To
offset the cffects of the severe droughts wirich so frequently
occur in our country, irrigation schemes have been established
in selected »laces,
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