international community. Limiting factors to furthlier expansion
in the diplomatic field are financial and human, that iz, a
shortage of casg and suitably quelified officials,

We are hdt only reviewing bilateral and multilateral
treaties inherited at Independence, but have also signed new
ones, like the Conventions on Transit Trade of Land-locked
States and Settlement of Investment Disputes, e Lave
up-dated legislation on Diplomatic Frivilcges and Immunitic:s
which will bring us into linc with currert internationsl

practice,

The current review of our nolitical and economic
relations with the Republic of fouth Africa will, emong other
things, result in a new Customc Agrecment, an Extradition
Treaty and’' a change in the étatus, structure and functions of
the Rand Azencies, which erc at precent responsible for tax
collection and the weclfare of Lacotho vorking there, The
policy of peaccful co-existence bectween ug and our ncighbour
is opposed by many people, both within and outside our countrice,
vho will not hesitate to use any unplcasant incidents to
undermine or damage our good relations, In the conduct of our
affairs, we shall do all in our power not to sllow thecc
agltators to succeed. However, the acceptance of peaceful
co-cxistence doce not mean that we are unmindful of our duty
and responsibility to our citizens in South Africa, We have
noted witk alarm the death of some of our people at the he

of South African citizens, and have not hecitated to express
our concern to the fouth African guthorities, While /it i not

our wisch to interfere in the intcrnal affairs of South AF
or to disrupt the maintenance of law and ordecr alonz the boxdere
of our States, we believe that it is also the wish of the

people of South Africa not to erbarrass Lesotho or mar the

good relations existing between us, Our stand againct all
forms of violence is well known, hence our deep concerm about
these incidents which can only lead to fear, mutual suspicion
and a feeling of insecurity on both cidecs of the border,

We subscribe to the ideals emwbodied in the Charter of
the United Hations and arc proud of our membership of the
Organisation for African Unity and the Commonwvealth, e are
convinced of the important rdlcs which these organizationz can
play in settling disputes through discussion, mediation and
arbitration, These bodics not only provide ue with o platform
for the e¥pression of our views, but also for hearing the vizwus
of our friends and, indeed, thec views of people with vhom ve do

not eravoe



