SPEECH EY THE HONOURAELE THE PRIME MINISTER R
AT HLOTSE, ON SATURDAY, 24TH MAY, 1969

- -~ 7~ o

After the 19€5 general elections which the E.C.P. won
by a large majority here in the Leribe district, history was
nade this year when the people of Leribe elected mernbers of
the ruling E.N.P. to the Land Allocation and Deprivation
Appeal Eoard in the Leribe and Tsikosnc wards, In other
words, this is 2 clear indication and proof that the E.C.F.'s

days are numbered and that its death werrant is sealed,

Mevertheless, I would warn the Linarc people not to be
corplacent, relar and forgect that battlingy with the E.C.E. is
battlinz with a zroup that has learnt cvery possible wily
rachination for which we 1ave to bec on constant guard all day
and cvery day. Therefore I would urze every man and wonman
here in Leribe to go z2ll out on 2 campaizn for sceking out and
destroying this crucl, wicked, envious end treacherous spirit
of the E.C.P. until we are sstisfied that their delinguent and
criminal éctions have been totally obliterated in thies Leribe
district,

Lesotho, by virtue of her zeographical position as an
enclave within the Republic of South Africa, whose politics are
different fror thosc of lLesotho and other African states, can
be used as a springboard by irresponsible politicians to mar
the spirit of neighbourlincss and healthy co-operation betwecen
Lesotho and the Lepublic of South‘Africé - even to thc extent
of sowingz international disscnsion - the result of which policy
Ir. Ntsu Mokhehle would be the first to rcgret were his Farty
‘by sore miracle to be elected into pover, Yef; on the other
hand, this geographical position of Lecsotho in relation to the
Republic of South Africa - which is by fer the most hizhly
cconomicall? developed country in Africa - could enable Lesotho
to‘écvelop morc rapidly towarcds cconomic indcpendence if she
continues to wear the polifical nantle of the present
Government. » i

In other words, what I ar driving at is that you
yburselves rust choosc between two roads in the coming
zlections: either you folleow thic one that has been paved
for you by the present Governrent - the road of peaceful
co-eristence with the Republic of South Africa, which has
cshown that it can lead your country to frececdon from the
bondage of poverty snd to the "grecen pastures" alrcady rcached
by the Fepublic; or you can follow the road on.which Mr. litsu
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