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The Government is taking another initiative to get
this matter of licences resolved, Acccrdingly, 1 have issued
instructicns through the Minister of Finance td the ecffect that
officers’'of the Mining Department should proceecd to Kao om

, March , 1969, and remdin there for approx1mately
14 days, The purpose of rhelr visit is to issue pcrmanent
licences to those diggers 110 previocusly applied for llcences
and who have satisfied all ¢he necessary legal requirements.

To other.diggers a temporary licence will be granted for 3
months while their application Forms for permanent licences
are being processed. !

The Govermment ‘is taking this step to nlnlmlsc the

"hardships on thec d1ygcrc and to easure thet their dlgblng

operations are not halted,

Evcry digger must obtain a nggr;e durlng thesc 14

" days and ‘anyone failing to do so will be gontravcnlng the law

and this act may have serious consequences

This instruction ensures, I repcat ensures, that
diggers will not be required to veacate or leave their diggings
for any period of time, The Government officers will have:
application forms for the Jdiggers to complete. before being
granfeﬁ'a three months?® digging licence.,. The licenee will
entitle the diggers to dig for hiamonds at Xao and.Lighobong.,

¥ I trust that you will recognise in this instruction

my intention and that of Government to. lcgalise the presenti
situation with the minimum cf inccnvenience to the diggers,”

The licences will take the form of a contract between
the diggers and the Lesotho National Development Corporation, a

wholly-owned Government organization which has been granted the

mining rights at Kao-and Lighobong

The dlggcrg will be required to pay Rl,OO for a
3-months' licence and this moncy will be paid into "eneral
Government revcnue, As licensed diggexs they will be entltled
to be in lawful poss c551oa of any diamonds which thcy may find
and which they will be conveying to llcenscd dcalers for their
sale, .
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