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the country in the various road-building schemee. In fact,

Government is at the moment the biggest employer in Lesotho

of pcrmanent and temporary staff,

I would give you the accurance, however, that
Government is not satisficd to stop at this point; we arc
doing our utmost to explore all poccible mecans and ways of
increasing opportunitics for cmployment. I am surc you have
alrcady hcard that we arec doing all in our power to attract
all manncr of light industries into the country. Covernment
is also cngaged in looking for financial assistance to deveclop
our watecr resources, Eere I have in mind, in particular, the
0XB0W project, If our plans in this regard come to fruition
it means that employment will bec given to somc thousands of
our people - and when this project has actually becen completed
it will be the means of bringing vastly increascd revenuc into

our country,

Government'is also in the proccss of implementing
its plane to exploit thec mineral resources of Lesotho, starting
with the Letseng-la-Terai diamond fields, which if proved to be
a profitable undertaking, will further provide employment for ‘
many more of our Basotho pcople, This again has been achieved
within a very short period zfter gaining our independence. It
ie indeed no cxaggeration to cay that even at this very carly
stagc we arc beginning to lift ourselves off the ground and
can look back at the 100 ycars of ncglect and stagnetion unders

colonial rule as a thing of the past,

But - and here I must be very frank and honest with
you - if you recelly wish to make faster progrees than you have
done so far, you must help me to remove the obstacles that are
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Sethabathaba Fund to mect the cost of higher education. I
cannot see any rcason why they should not once again apply
themselves to the tack rather than sce this University stagnate
- when it should, on the contrary, now be growing from strength
to strength,to the cxtent where it can provide all the facultiece
necescary for this country's development, The perfcrmance of
this University deserves such consideration, It has turned
out men of standing in the African society of today, To
mention but a few, I would name the first pre-independence
Prime Minister of Ugancda, Mr, Benedict Kiwanuka, who is today
the Leader of the Opposition in that country's Farliament; Mr.
John Tembo,the lMinister of Finance in thec Government of Malawi
is the product of our Univcrsity and so is Mr, Masinde Muliro,
a Minister in the Republic of Kenya, Thege men represent
praiseworthy achievements for which we must be proud of our
University and particularly grateful to those friends of the
University who have assisted so far in its ectablishment and
development, The United Kingdom, over and above the grant-in-
aid to Lesotho, makes a special contribution towards the
maintenance of the University; the Americans and the Canadians
have in a number of ways also extended a helping hand, Here

I would like to express a gpecial word of thanke to Canada,
because the establishment of our University was the direct
result of the work of missionaries of Canadian extraction,

Like all emerging countrics in Africa, we are faced
with many problems, We are no exception to the rule that
education needs to bec adapted to the changing rcquirements
brought about by cevelopment, It will requirc hard work and
great effort - but I am positivec that the response of all
sectors of the population to this appeal which I and my
Government are launching will bear wholesome fruits, We shall
then.go on to build properly for the future on a clear-cut
policy which will lecacd to success,



