STATEMEOT BY THE HONOURLBLEI TUE EuME MINICIER,

I" TERMS OF STANDING ORDFR IO, 28, IMADE I TEE

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY, ON FRIDAY, 23rd FEERUARY,
1968

iR, SPEAXER,

It gives me great pleasure to inform this Honourable
House that, as a result of the considerable measure of agreement
now reached between the Government of Lesotho and the Government
of South Africa, on the Ox-bow project, the following agreed
statement will be published to-day:

“The Frime Minister of the Republic of South
Africa, and the Frime Minister of the Xingdom
of Lesotho, jointly announce that preliminary
technical studies undertalen in connection with
the proposed Ox-Fow scheme for supplyinz water
and power to fouth Africa, indicate that such

2 project would be economically feasible, It
is the considered opinion of the tro Covernments
that such a scheme could only be to thc benefit
of the peoplc of both countries, and have
accordinzly agreed to accept it in principle,
The implemevntation of the proiect will be
dependent on further technical studies - which
will now be immediately authorised - and the
availability of the necessary funds.,”

Honourable Members will appreciate that this is the
most important and most cignificant development so far achiecved
in the advancement of the Oxz-Bow scheme, we have gained the
first 2nd most critical of our objectives in a project which in
its realization could bring not only great financial and
economic benefits to our country, but also new employment
opportunities to large numbers of our people, For these
recasons, the project deserves thec wholehearted support of all
sections of this Honourable Housc - and, indeed, of all sections
of opinion throuchout Lesotho, The assurance of such support
will provide the necessary basis of mutual confidence essential
to the successful conduct of any business partnership. This is
a business enterprise and we must do everything possible to
ensure that it is conducted with the courtesy and responsibility
tovarde our associates which characterize sound business
practice,



