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FOREWORD: 

1. The Coalition Government of Lesotho 

The coalition government of Lesotho came about as a result of the 26th May 2012 National Assembly 

elections, whereby the All Basotho Convention (ABC) led by Thomas Motsoahae Thabane, the Lesotho 

Congress for Democracy (LCD) led by Mothejoa Metsing and the Basotho National Party (BNP) by 

Thesele ‘Maseribane jointly agreed to form a coalition as according to the provisions of Section 87(2) of 

Lesotho Constitution which supports their claim for governmental power. 

Tensions in the running and management of the coalition government emerged when the government 

was hardly two years. There was a complaint by the LCD that Thabane and his ABC were making crucial 

decisions without consulting other partners. The political situation became worse when there seemed to 

be an argument between the security organs in Lesotho, the police and the army over the release of 

eight members of the army for the questioning by police. The questioning involved the bombings in 

three Maseru families. The situation further worsened by the fact that LCD revealed their marriage to 

the opposition party; the Democratic Congress (DC) with intentions to form a new coalition and oust the 

Thabane led government. 

However, the pressure caused by political issues in the Country, resulted in tensions in the coalition 

government.  This political instability ultimately forced the Prime Minister to advise the monarch His 

Majesty King Letsie III to prorogue the parliament in a move to force coalition partners to resolve their 

disparities. The prorogation of parliament has since attracted a study tour of coalition members to New 

Zealand to learn about the ‘dynamics’ of a coalition government, it also invited various interventions by 

the Southern African Development Community (SADC). 

2. Arrangement and coverage of the publication 

The articles’ summaries and clippings have been collected from the following papers: Lesotho Times, 

Public Eye, Sunday Express and the Informative. Information gathered from the newspapers covers the 

period 2013-2014. The topic covers information on political tensions in the coalition government of 

Lesotho which occurred during the rule of the coalition government.   

The articles’ summaries are written in such a way that they guide the reader to the source. Particulars of 

the paper are given in full including the page number of the article. Clippings are taken as they are, 

denoting whether they are Comments, Cutting edge, Opinion, News, Have your say, and the like. The 

table of contents is categorized into articles and clippings. Articles titles are listed with author names 

stipulated clippings are without author names but described as comment, news, etc. Both articles and 

clippings are compiled according to the date of issue.  

3. Access to cited newspapers 

Newspapers that are referred to as sources of information are located as bound newspaper volumes in 

the University Archives at Thomas Mofolo Library – National University of Lesotho, Roma. Soft copies of 

this publication are for sale and obtainable at the Library.  

enthunya
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“TOP COP ‘SENT’ ON LEAVE” by B. Zihlangu and 

K. Mohloboli. (Full story: Lesotho Times, 

January 30 – February 5, 2014 p.1-2.) 

Deputy Commissionner of Police Keketso 

Monaheng says he had been forced to go on 

leave following the attacks on the homes of his 

new boss, Khothatso Tšooana and prominent 

member of the ruling ABC (All Basotho 

Convention) Liabiloe Ramoholi. 

Monaheng said the fact that he was sent on 

leave during the time when his experience and 

talent would be required to assist 

investigations, could reasonably be interpreted 

to mean that he was being suspected of being 

involved in planning the attacks. However, 

Monaheng said he was querying the leave as he 

did not apply to go on leave. 

  @@@@@@@@ 

“SA TO ASSIST WITH PROBE …as investigations 

into bombings widen” B. Zihlangu and K. 

Mohloboli. (Full story: Lesotho Times, January 

30 – February 5, 2014 p.1&6.) 

Lesotho Mounted Police Service (LMPS) has 

solicited the help of experts from the South 

African Police Service (SAPS) to unearth those 

behind the attacks on the homes of the new 

police commissioner Khothatso Tšooana and 

the ABC activist Liabiloe Ramoholi. 

LMPS spokesperson, Senior Inspector Lebona 

Mohloboli, said police were still inspecting the 

shrapnel from the attacks to ascertain its 

origins. He confirmed that SAPS experts had 

been brought in “to improve our team’s 

capacity”. He said their SAPS colleagues would 

assist in establishing the nature of the devices 

used to build the explosives. 

  @@@@@@@@ 

 “ARMY DEFENDS RAID ON MAKORO” by 

Boitumelo Koloi. (Full story: Sunday Express 

February 23 – March 1 2014, vol.5. Issue 45, 

p.2.)   

The Lesotho Defence Force Public Relations 

Officer, Major Ntlele Ntoi clarified in the paper 

that soldiers who raided the home of the 

Retired Major General Sam Makoro searched 

for weapons and military uniform.  

Ntoi confirmed the raid on Makoro’s residence: 

“Yes, soldiers were sent to his residence to 

search for weapons as well as military uniform. 

We had received news that he had been 

spotted at a political rally wearing our uniform”. 

  @@@@@@@@ 

“I WILL NOT BE INTIMIDATED” by Boitumelo 

Koloi. (Full story: Sunday Express February 23 – 

March 1 2014, vol.5. Issue 45, p.2.)  

Makoro left the army in 2011 when he had risen 

up the ranks to become the LDF Deputy 

Commander and is now the Maseru District 

Administrator (DA). Soldiers had reportedly told 

him they had come to search for weapons and 

army uniforms. “They surrounded my house as 

if they were attacking a terrorist. Their leader, a 

second lieutenant said he was under instruction 

to search for weapons and army uniforms in my 

house”. Although they did not have any legal 

documents to justify their search and were 

infringing on my rights, I let them proceed 

because I have nothing to hide” said Makoro. 

Makoro said the soldiers searched his entire 

house – “obviously their search turned up 

nothing”. He said given his military background, 

such operations would not intimidate him. 

“Personally, I am not intimidated, but this raid 

has traumatized my family”.     

@@@@@@@@ 
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“MOLELEKI’S TRIAL POSTPONED AGAIN” by 

Billy Ntaote & Sentle Rathebe. (Full story: 

Lesotho Times February 20 – 26 2014 p.3.) 

Moleleki failed to appear in court due to illness 

and the court postponed the case to May 7, 

2014. 

According to Acting Chief Justice Tšeliso 

Monaphathi the case had to be postponed 

because the crown, represented by Advocate 

Sipho Mdluli and Advocate Khotso Nthontho, 

failed to provide any evidence disputing 

Moleleki’s illness. 

The prosecution criticized the medical reports 

and contested that there were discrepancies 

and inconsistencies regarding the treatment 

dates and also wondered why the treatment 

coincided with the corruption trial. 

@@@@@@@@ 

“SOULO, MONYAKE TO FORM A PARTY” by 

Keiso Mohloboli.  (Full story: Lesotho Times 

February 20 – 26 2014, p.2.) 

Two ABC former ministers dumped from 

cabinet last week by PM Thomas Thabane are 

allegedly planning to break away and form a 

political party. 

The former minister in the Prime Minister’s 

Office Molobeli Soulo and former Justice and 

Correctional Services Minister Mophato 

Monyake were “plotting to form a splinter party 

of the ABC” 

Soulo denied the allegations, he said “I just 

don’t have the energy for that ... I am in my old 

age and no longer have the energy and time to 

form a new political party”. 

Monyake also disproved allegations that he was 

part of underground meetings held at Soulo’s 

place.  “I have never been to Ntate Soulo’s 

home and I do not even know where he stays … 

if only people could just leave us alone and stop 

spreading malicious and misleading allegations 

against us” 

  @@@@@@@@ 

“COLONEL DISAPPEARS.. LDF LAUNCHES 

MANHUNT” by Bongiwe Zihlangu and Letuka 

Chafotsa. (Full Story: Lesotho Times March 6-12 

2014  p.1.) 

Colonel Matela Matobakele has been reported 

disappeared, prompting a manhunt by the 

Lesotho Defence Force (LDF). Colonel 

Matobakele was president of court martial that 

was trying renegade soldier, second Lieutenant 

Thabang Phaila. 

The Colonel was believed to have absented 

himself from work without official leave; since 

he had not reported for work after his sick leave 

ended on February 13, 2014. The LDF was 

looking for him because he breached the 

provision of the Lesotho Defence Force Act 

1996. 

According to Lesotho Times source; Matobakele 

was believed to be hiding at Makoro’s 

residence. 

@@@@@@@@ 
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“SOLDIER BACKS KAMOLI .. COMMANDER 

CAN’T BE REMOVED ‘AS LONG AS I’M ALIVE’.” 

by B. Zihlangu & N. Molomo. (Full story: 

Lesotho Times February 20 – 26, 2014 p.1.) 

Lesotho Defence Force (LDF) Special Forces 

Commando Captain Tefo Hashatsi, told the 

Court Martial that army commander 

Lieutenant-General Tlali Kamoli would not be 

removed through a dismissal letter “as long as 

I’m alive’. 

Hashatsi was testifying before a military court 

trying suspended Brigadier Maaparankoe  

Mahao for “behaving in an unbecoming 

character of an officer, contrary to section 75 of 

the Lesotho Defense Force Act 4, 1996”. 

Hashatsi said he told the meeting that he was 

against the alleged plan to serve Lt. General 

Kamoli with a letter of expulsion. He stated that 

“the issue of handing a letter to the 

Commander, which appeared to be instigated 

by some of the soldiers in the army, cannot 

happen while I am still alive”. 

@@@@@@@@
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Public Eye Dec.20, 2014.p.4 
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“VALIDITY OF SCOTT’S ARREST QUESTIONED” 

by Billy Ntaote. (Full story: Lesotho Times, 

February, 20-26 2014 p.3.) 

The ritual murder suspect, Lehlohonolo Scott 

has been arrested in South Africa and was 

awaiting extradition to Lesotho. 

Advocate Thulo Hoeane, questioned the 

legitimacy of Scott’s arrest and even asked for 

documentation proving Scott’s arrest. 

The prosecution however informed High Court 

Judge, Justice Teboho Moiloa that Scott has 

since been apprehended in South Africa and the 

government of Lesotho had already filed its 

papers seeking his extradition. 

@@@@@@@ 

“ANGER OVER PARLY CLOSURE” by Billy 

Ntaote. (Full story: Lesotho Times March 27 – 

April 2 2014, p.1.) 

Parliament adjourned indefinitely. This move 

was criticized by opposition legislators as a 

strategy to dodge a proposed no-confidence 

motion against Prime Minister Thomas 

Thabane. 

Opposition legislators argued that “the tradition 

is for parliament to be suspended for the winter 

vacation, but such an adjournment is not done 

without setting a specific date to resume 

sittings”. The Deputy Prime Minister Mothejoa 

Metsing, who is the leader of the House, 

responded that “adjourning the House sine die 

is nothing new”. 

“BATTLE LINES DRAWN … MPs FIGHT BID TO 

BLOCK NO-CONFIDENCE MOTION” - by Tefo 

Tefo. (Full story: Lesotho Times March 27 – 

April 2. 2014, p.1-2.)   

Advocate Salemane Phafane filed a notice in the 

High Court of Lesotho opposing an application 

seeking to block a no-confidence motion in the 

government. He filed this notice on behalf of 

Ramathebane, Lehata and former Prime 

Minister Pakalitha Mosisili.  

The application seeking an order to block the 

planned motion of no-confidence was filed in 

the High Court by three members of Parliament 

Chalane Phori, Matšeliso Tuaoane and Tšepo 

Monethi.  

A notice was earlier presented to the Clerk of 

Parliament by the Basotho Batho Democratic 

Party (BBDP) leader Jeremane Ramathebane 

who spearheaded a bid to move a no-

confidence motion in the Thomas Thabane-led 

government. The motion was seconded by the 

Democratic Congress (DC) legislator Mootsi 

Lehata.  

  @@@@@@@@ 
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Sunday Express Vol.5 Issue 44. Feb. 16-22. 2014. p.9. 
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“COPS THREATEN JOURNALIST OVER MOLELEKI 

COVERAGE” by Billy Ntaote. (Full story: Lesotho 

Times March 13 – 19, 2014 p.2.) 

Members of the Police Special Unit (SOU) 

threatened Lesotho Times photo-journalist 

Motsamai Mokotjo for taking the pictures of 

lawyers who were trying to secure the release 

of Democratic Congress deputy leader Monyane 

Moleleki. 

Mokotjo was busy taking pictures of Advocate 

Phafane, Moleleki’s wife and other DC leaders 

who had come to offer support. Mokotjo was 

ordered to surrender his cameras and later 

when the cameras were inspected, he was 

instructed to delete the photos he had taken. 

  @@@@@@@@ 

“DC LEADERS FUME AT COPS OVER MOLELEKI”  

by Billy Ntaote. (Full story: Lesotho Times 

March 13 – 19, 2014 p.1.) 

Democratic Congress (DC) officials were left 

fuming after they were denied entry into the 

Police Headquarters where the party’s deputy 

leader was being detained. 

The officials encompassing party secretary 

general Ralechate ‘Mokose, Youth League 

chairman Thuso Litjobo, and members of 

parliament Lineo Molise-Mabusela, 

Retšelisitsoe Masenyese and Tjoetsane Seoka 

could not believe it that the police barred them 

from entering the police station. 

Police would still not be moved despite the 

anger of DC leaders even when Moleleki’s 

lawyer, Salemane Phafane arrived with 

Assistant Registrar of the High Court, Staffod 

Sharite showing a court order for the release of 

the former Natural Resources Minister. 

  @@@@@@@@ 

“DC YOUTH LEADER ARRESTED” by Keiso 

Mohloboli. (Full story: Lesotho Times March 27 

– April 2. 2014 p.4.) 

The DC youth is reported to have been arrested 

for allegedly announcing on a certain local radio 

station that “the coalition government had 

collapsed”.    

  @@@@@@@@ 

 “M500, 000 CAMELS BILL FOR MOSISILI” by 

Billy Ntaote. (Full story: Lesotho Times March 

27 – April 2. 2014 p.2.) 

Parliament’s Public Accounts Committee wants 

the former Prime Minister Pakalitha Mosisili to 

repay the M569, 315.00 which the government 

spent on the maintenance of his five camels 

over a period of five years. 

The former Prime Minister repossessed the 

camels from the Ministry of Agriculture, taking 

them as a personal gift from one African head 

of state.  

A comparison was made that Dr. Leabua 

Jonathan was presented with a bulletproof 

Mercedes Benz during 1970s, he never 

considered it his personal gift but a state 

property since it was given to him in his 

capacity as prime minister. 

  @@@@@@@@ 

“MAHAO EXPRESSED SURPRISE AT COURT 

MARTIAL” by Tefo Tefo. (Full story: Lesotho 

Times March 13 – 19, 2014 p.3.) 

The Lesotho Defence Force (LDF)’s Bragadier 

Maaparankoe Mahao has been court-martialed 

for allegedly confronting Captain Hashatsi about 
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his reaction regarding the anticipated change of 

leadership in the LDF. Mahao is on trial for 

‘behaving in a manner unbecoming of an army 

officer’. 

Mahao expressed surprise in that he has served 

the army and the entire country with loyalty but 

it is now that he has to face the court being 

accused of what he said: “I just said to the 

captain that we should not be loyal to 

individuals, but the state”. 

  @@@@@@@@ 

“MAHAO TRIAL CONTINUES DESPITE 

THABANE’S ORDER” by Bongiwe Zihlangu and 

Tefo Tefo. (Full Story: Lesotho Times, March 6 – 

12 2014 p.2. 

A military court which was dissolved last week 

following a directive from Defense Minister and 

Prime Minister Thomas Thabane, was 

reinstated the following week.  

Thabane had reportedly dissolved the court on 

the basis that it was incapable of giving 

Brigadier Maaparankoe Mahao, who was 

accused of misconduct, a fair trial. 

Mahao confirmed the case still continued 

before the military court despite Thabane’s 

dissolution order. “Indeed, I was supposed to go 

to the court on the 27th of February but did not 

do so. One of the reasons why I did not attend 

was I was aware that the Minister of Defense 

(Thabane) had issued an order dissolving the 

court. I happened to see the dissolution order 

and also established that the same order was 

served to the office of the commander 

(Lieutenant General Tlali Kamoli). Nevertheless, 

the court convened and only my lawyer was 

present on my behalf.” 

  @@@@@@@@ 

“MOLELEKI DETAINED” by Keiso Mohloboli & 

Billy Ntaote. (Full story: Lesotho Times March 

13 – 19, 2014 p.1.) 

The Deputy leader of the Democratic Congress 

(DC) Monyane Moleleki who was arrested, was 

finally released following the intervention of 

Police Commissioner Khothatso Tšooana.  

Moleleki was escorted to his home by a police 

convoy and his lawyer Advocate Salemane 

Phafane. 

  @@@@@@@@ 

“NTHANE BROTHERS UNDER FIRE”- PARLY 

WANTS COMPANY TO RETURN M36 MILLION” 

by Billy Ntaote. (Full story: Lesotho Times 

March 27 – April 2. 2014 p.4.) 

Parliament’s Public Accounts Committee (PAC) 

wants the Nthane Brothers to refund 

government a whopping M36 million and be 

blacklisted from state construction jobs as 

punishment for substandard work.  

The Ministry of Public Works has ordered the 

Lesotho Consolidated Civil Construction (LCCC) 

to stop the road-works after accusing the 

company of failing to meet conditions of the 

contract. 

The PAC has recommended the Ministry of 

Public Works principal secretary Lebohang 

Phooko to “institute recovery processes 

through legal means”, and for the LCCC not to 

be awarded government contracts for a certain 

period as punishment for shoddy work. 

  @@@@@@@@ 
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“PLOT TO OUST THABANE” - by Billy Ntaote. 

(Full story: Lesotho Times March 13 – 19. 2014, 

p.2.) 

The paper reports that the Alliance comprising 

the Democratic Congress (DC) MPs, some 

disgruntled All Basotho Convention (ABC) and 

Lesotho Congress for Democracy (LCD) 

legislators is finalizing a grand coalition to oust 

Prime Minister Thomas Thabane through a no-

confidence vote. 

The Marematlou Freedom Party (MFP), Popular 

Front for Democracy (PFD), National 

Independent Party (NIP), Basotho Democratic 

National Party (BDNP), Lesotho Workers’ Party 

(LWP), Basotho Congress Party (BCP) and 

Basotho Batho Democratic Party (BBDP) are 

also said to be part of the plot which has 

reportedly gathered momentum over the past 

weeks. 

MPs want Thabane removed for his alleged 

failure to maintain stability in the armed forces, 

arbitrary sacking of ministers, failure to deliver 

on his election promises and dissatisfaction 

over powers given to a team known as the 

‘resource group’, which reportedly controls 

ministries under the ABC.  

  @@@@@@@@ 

“RAMATHEBANE RELEASED ON BAIL” by Keiso 

Mohloboli. (Full story: Lesotho Times March 27 

– April 2 2014, p.2.) 

Jeremane Ramathebane the leader of Basotho 

Batho Democratic Party (BBDP) was released on 

M1, 000.00 bail and M50, 000.00 surety, 

following his arrest over suspected fraud and 

false representation of members of his political 

party established in December 2006. 

On leaving the court yesterday, a defiant 

Ramathebane told the huge crowd which had 

turned up for his court appearance that his 

arrest had nothing to do with the alleged fraud 

but retaliation for spear-heading a no-

confidence  motion in parliament against Prime 

Minister Thomas Thabane. He further told the 

crowd that he was going to be cleared of 

whatever he was accused of, and that his 

supporters should “get ready because this is the 

start of a political war”. 

  @@@@@@@@ 

“RAMODIBELI AWAITS FATE” by Tefo Tefo. (Full 

story Lesotho Times March 27 – April 2 2014, 

p.4.) 

The appeal Court president is challenging 

government’s decision to suspend him while it 

institutes impeachment-proceedings against 

him. 

Ramodibedi’s argument, as presented before 

court by his South African lawyer, Peter Hodes, 

was Prime Minister Thomas Thabane did not 

afford him a hearing before advising the King 

last year to set up a tribunal to investigate 

allegations of misconduct against him. 

Justice Michael Ramodibedi is anxiously 

awaiting his fate after the Court of Appeal has 

announced on Monday that it would be making 

its ruling in due course. 

  @@@@@@@@ 

“THERE IS ROOM FOR ANOTHER PARTY: 

MONYAKE” by Boitumelo Koloi. (Full story: 

Sunday Express March 2 – 8  2014, vol.5. Issue 

46, p.2.) 

Stadium Area Member of Parliament (MP) 

Mophato Monyake told the All Basotho 

Convention (ABC) rally held in his constituency 
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that Lesotho has room for a new political party. 

He told the gathering that the Government had 

failed to deliver services, therefore leaving 

room for a new political voice. 

Mophato accused the administration of the 

coalition government for failing to fulfill its 

promise of improving the lives of the people.  

However, Monyake dismissed the “rumours” 

about the alleged intention to form a political 

party on “divisions” within the party – “I want 

to openly state that such allegations are untrue. 

They are like utterances from someone who has 

not taken his mental illness medication”, he 

said. 

  @@@@@@@@ 

“FUGITIVE ASSUMES NEW NAME” by Keiso 

Mohloboli. (Full story: Lesotho Times, April 10 – 

16, 2014 p.1-2.) 

According to a source who attended the brief 

trial in Durban, Advocate Shamir told the court 

his client was a South African named Joseph 

Mokhele and not Lehlohonolo Scott as alleged 

and produced a South African identity 

document and passport to back his argument. 

Shamir reportedly said he was surprised that his 

client was being “accused” of being a Lesotho 

cititzen, and that he had murdered two people 

in 2012. 

  @@@@@@@@ 

“GS FIRED: THABANE TERMINATES 

RAMAFOLE’S CONTRACT AS GOVERNMENT 

SECRETARY WITH IMMEDIATE EFFECT” by Keiso 

Mohloboli. (Full story: Lesotho Times, April 24-

30 2014, vol.7 Issue 4 . p.1.) 

Prime Minister Thomas Thabane fired 

Government Secretary Motlatsi Ramafole.  

Lesotho Times is in possession of a copy the 

brief dismissal letter stating that he will be paid 

three months’ salary and his full terminal 

benefits. 

The paper explains that the letter does not give 

reasons for the dismissal, but its sources said 

the former diplomat who was appointed 

Government Secretary in late 2011, was sacked 

for alleged incompetence. The paper further 

reports that, Ramafole was immediately 

replaced in an acting capacity, by the Ministry 

of Trade and Industry, Cooperatives and 

Marketing principal sectary Moahloli Mphaka. 

  @@@@@@@@ 

“MOTANYANE SPEAKS ON NO-CONFIDENCE 

MOTION” by Boitumelo Koloi. (Full story: 

Lesotho Times 27 – April 2. 2014, p.4.)  

The speaker of parliament Sephiri Motanyane 

said he could not make a decision regarding an 

application by a group of legislators seeking to 

pass a no-confidence vote on the coalition 

government.  

The speaker said he needed to know the 

numbers and Memorandum of Understanding 

(MoU), of the group because that would 

determine the seating allocation in parliament. 

It would also help him notify His Majesty of the 

latest numbers in the House. He said in the 

absence of MoU, he is not in a position to make 

a precise ruling on the application. 

  @@@@@@@@ 

 “PM FIRES ADVISOR” - by Bongiwe Zihlangu. 

(Full story: Lesotho Times April 3-9. 2014, p.1.) 

The Lesotho Times Newspaper reports that the 

Prime Minister Dr. Motsoahae Thabane has 

fired his Political and Economic Advisor 

Sekhonyana Bereng. It goes further to report 
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that Bereng’s contract was terminated through 

a letter dated March 31 2014 and signed by 

government secretary Motlatsi Ramafole.  

The reason behind the firing of PM’s Advisor is; 

he is accused of failing to warn premier of no-

confidence motion. The paper states that 

Bereng is also alleged to have failed to advise 

the PM on whom to appoint for the position of 

Senior Personal Secretary, who would travel 

with the Premier abroad; leaving Ramafole to 

do the work of monitoring the performance of 

Principal Secretaries in government ministries.   

  @@@@@@@@ 

“RAMODIBELI RESIGNS” by Keiso Mohloboli. 

(Full story: Lesotho Times, April 24 - 30 2014, 

vol.7 Issue 4, page 1.) 

Court of Appeal President Justice Michael 

Ramodibedi, who early this month lost a court 

bid to stop impeachment proceedings against 

him instituted by Prime Minister Thomas 

Thabane is reported to have submitted his 

resignation to King Letsie III’s office. The Prime 

Minister had advised King Letsie III to establish 

a tribunal to investigate him for alleged 

misconduct on July 23, 2013. 

  @@@@@@@@ 

“SCOTT BACK IN DURBAN COURT TODAY” by 

Tefo Tefo . (Full story: Lesotho Times, April 24-

30 2014, vol.7 Issue 4 . page 2.) 

Ritual murder suspect, Lehlohonolo Scott, who 

escaped from the Maseru Central Prison almost 

two years ago, appeared before the Durban 

North Magistrate’s Court to fight his extradition 

from South Africa. 

Lehlohonolo’s lawyer, Advocate Thulo Hoeane, 

reports that his South African counterpart 

Advocate Shabir will appear before the Durban 

North Magistrate’s Court to make an 

application for bail, particularly because his 

client has committed no offence in South Africa. 

He will also oppose Lehlohonolo’s extradition 

application to get him back to Lesotho.  

Advocate Shabir is opposing the extradition 

application because he knows of no 

Lehlohonolo Scott but that, he is representing 

Joseph Mokhele. 

  @@@@@@@@ 

“SCOTT FINALLY ARRESTED….ritual murder 

suspect appears in SA court” by Billy Ntaote. 

(Full Story: Lesotho Times, April 10 – 16, 2014, 

p.1.) 

Lehlohonolo Scott, the double ritual murder 

suspect was finally arrested in Durban’s 

Rockville suburb after his mysterious escape 

from the Maseru Central Prison. 

Scott’s lawyer Advocate Shamir sought the 

release of his client on bail in vain, but the court 

postponed the case to April 24, 2014. 

  @@@@@@@@ 

“SECURITY BOSSES SUMMONED …as turf war 

escalates” by Billy Ntaote. (Full story: Lesotho 

Times, April 24-30 2014, vol.7 Issue 4 . p.2.) 

 The Lesotho Defence Force (LDF) Commander 

Lieutenant General Tlali Kamoli and Lesotho 

Mounted Police Service (LMPS) Commissioner 

Khothatso Tšooana appeared before the 

Security Committee over alleged hostilities 

between the army and police.  

The simmering tension came to the boil when 

Tšooana requested Kamoli to release eight 

soldiers the police needed to interview in 

relation to the bombings at his Ha Abia 

residence, as well as the Moshoeshoe II homes 

of Liabiloe Ramoholi – Prime Minister Thomas 
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Thabane’s partner, and her neighbour, 

‘Mamoletsane Moletsane. 

  @@@@@@@@ 

“THABANE APPOINTS NEW POLITICAL 

ADVISOR… TŠEHLANA ASSUMES NEW ROLE …” 

by Keiso Mohloboli. (Full story: Sunday Express 

April 27 – May 3 2014, vol.6. issue 4, p.2.) 

Lehlohonolo Tšehlana the leader of Sankatana 

Social Democratic Party has been appointed 

political advisor to the Prime Minister Thomas 

Thabane. Tšehlana replaces Sekhonyana Bereng 

who was sacked three weeks ago. This has been 

confirmed by Tšehlana, also informing Sunday 

Express that he had been offered the post and 

awaiting a letter of appointment and his 

contract.  

Tšehlana told the paper that working with the 

PM will not make him change his political 

stance in any way and neither to desert his 

political party. 

  @@@@@@@@ 

“WHY WE FLED LESOTHO .. ABC MPs 
MONYAKE AND LITŠIBA SPEAK OUT “by Billy 
Ntaote (Full story Lesotho Times April 10 – 16 
2014 p.4.) 
 
Two ABC members of Parliament (MP), 

Mophato Monyake ande Thabiso Litšiba fled to 

South Africa after receiving death threats. 

Monyake was fired as Justice and Correctional 

Services minister in February 2014 he is an MP 

for the Stadium Area Constituency. Litšiba 

represents Koro-Koro in the National Assembly. 

Explaining why they fled Lesotho,  

(1) Litšiba said: “what happened was in 10 

March, I left to attend a parliamentary 

workshop in Gaudeng, and I was 

shocked to learn that; two days later, 

on March 12, my wife had found two 

bullets on our doorstep. The bullets 

were in an envelope, and after that 

incident, I realized that my life was in 

danger”. 

(2) Monyake said: “… I was then 

approached by an informant who told 

me about the death threats made 

against me.  I took that tip-off seriously 

and reported it to the police. … after 

signing that I was now part of the grand 

coalition, I also learned that a lot of 

people were angry with that decision, 

and even wanted to force me to resign 

my position as an MP. I reported this 

again to the police and then decided I 

should leave the country and assess the 

situation from a secure location”.                                           

  @@@@@@@@ 

“MONYAKE, LITŠIBA REPORT BACK TO 

PARLIAMENT” by Majara Molupe (Full story: 

Informative May 13 -19 2014 p.2.) 

Member of Parliament Mophato Monyake for 

Stadium Area Constituency also former Minister 

of Correctional Services, and the MP for Koro-

Koro  Constituency Thabiso Litšiba, have 

reported to the Parliament after they fled the 

country in March 2014. 

MP Litšiba told the paper that he and Monyake 

are currently drafting letters to the Parliament 

Speaker that they want to cross to opposition 

parties in Parliament. 

@@@@@@@@ 

“COALITION PACT COLLAPSES  ... as LCD leader 

breaths fire” by Bongiwe Zihlangu/Billy Ntaote 

(Full story: Lesotho Times, June 12 – 18 2014 

p.2.) 
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The coalition government has effectively 

collapsed, plunging the Kingdom into a new era 

of political uncertainty.  

The Deputy Prime Minister Mothejoa Metsing, 

at the press conference held at Black Swan 

Lodge in Maseru, blamed the failure of the 

political agreement on Prime Minister Thomas 

Thabane for making unilateral decisions to the 

exclusion of his coalition partners. 

He said “We have decided that we can no 

longer endure the humiliation that the 

Honourable Dr Thabane is inflicting upon the 

LCD by his unilateral and undemocratic 

conduct” he went further to say the LCD had 

decided to accept the move the Prime Minister 

has taken – “Today we declare that we have 

accepted that the person we had appointed as 

our coalition government leader has never, 

does not, and never will embrace a coalition 

government.” 

  @@@@@@@@ 

“LCS COMMISSIONER SUSPENDED” by Keiso 

Mohloboli (Full story: Lesotho Times June 12 – 

18 2014 p.4.) 

The Lesotho Correctional Services (LCS) 

Commissioner, Napo Sefali was suspended for 

alleged corruption, incompetence and 

insubordination. 

Commissioner Sefali is being accused of failing 

to obey orders from his superior, the Minister 

of Justice and Correctional Services, Motlohi 

Maliehe. 

Commissioner Sefali was ordered not to 

transfer officers but he still went ahead and did 

the opposite. For example, he promoted a 

certain Assistant Superintendent even though 

the officer was implicated in the escape of 

double ritual murder suspect, Lehlohonolo 

Scott, from the Maseru Maximum Prison in 

2012.  

  @@@@@@@@ 

“LEKHANYA SPEAKS OUT ON ARMY, 

POLICE FALLOUT – Security bosses need to 

meet and talk, says retired major general”. 

by Billy Ntaote. (Full story: Sunday Express, 

June 8 – 14, 2014 p.4.) 

The former Lesotho Defence Force (LDF) 

Commander Metsing Lekhanya, has spoken 

out on the on-going row between the army 

and the Lesotho Mounted Police Service 

(LMPS). The row was sparked by the 

bombing of the Ha Abia residence of LMPS 

Commissioner Khothatso Tšooana and the 

Moshoeshoe-II homes of Liabiloe Ramoholi 

and ‘Mamoletsane Moletsane on 27 

January 2014 by unknown assailants.  

The retired Major General Lekhanya 

considered it right for Lt. Gen Kamoli in 

calling for an independent inquiry into the 

bombings but wrong to say he would not 

cooperate with the police. “I would agree to 

all remedies that would ensure there are no 

conflicts between the police and the army, 

especially because the approach taken has 

already bungled the investigations – Yes, I’d 

accept an independent commission as the 

best approach to diffuse what is already a 

volatile situation.  Such a commission would 

make recommendations and if need be, 

criminal charges laid against the assailants”. 

  @@@@@@@@ 

“LWP, PLC DEFY BLOC OVER NO-

CONFIDENCE MOTION” by Bongiwe 

Zihlangu. (Full story: Sunday Express, June 

8 – 14, 2014 p.6.)   
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The Lesotho Workers’ Party (LWP) and Lesotho 

People’s congress (LPC) have distanced 

themselves from a resolution made by the Bloc 

of Political Parties in Parliament to withdraw 

from the proposed no-confidence vote in the 

coalition government. 

The LWP leader, Macaefa Billy explained that 

for as long as the coalition government does 

not express the will to improve the working 

conditions and secure a minimum monthly 

wage of M2, 000.00 for textile factory workers, 

“We will support any movement that promises 

a better alternative”.  

The LPC spokesperson Bokang Ramatšella, said 

the Bloc was not formed to solely support 

government, that being part of the group did 

not mean “We’re compelled to support the 

coalition government”. 

  @@@@@@@@ 

“METSING CONDEMNS THABANE OVER PARLY 

– DC members attend LCD press conference in 

solidarity” by Billy Ntaote (Full story: Lesotho 

Times June 12 – 18 2014 p.6.) 

Metsing, who is leader of the Lesotho Congress 

for Democracy (LCD) said the Prime Minister 

Thomas Thabane’s decision to prorogue 

parliament for nine months will adversely affect 

the approval of laws currently before the august 

house. 

Deputy Prime Minister Metsing, who is also 

government partner to Thabane, said the 

parliament would have to “start afresh” 

discussing all the laws that had not been passed 

when it finally reassembles in 2015. 

  @@@@@@@@ 

“NO CONFIDENCE CASE POSTPONED” by Billy 

Ntaote (Full story: Lesotho Times June 12 – 18 

2014 p.6.) 

The High Court postponed to August 5, a case in 

which three members of Parliament are seeking 

to stop a proposed no-confidence motion 

against Prime Minister Thomas Thabane and his 

government for alleged incompetence. 

Mr. Phori and his co-applicants are challenging 

the legality of Mr. Ramathabane’s motion 

initiated in March 2014, and want it barred 

from being discussed in parliament. 

  @@@@@@@@ 

“PARTY LEADERS TO HOLD CRISIS INDABA : 

ABC, LCD AND BNP LEADERSHIP MEETS 

TOMORROW IN LAST-DITCH EFFORT TO SAVE 

CALITION GOVERNMENT” by Billy Ntaote. (Full 

story: Sunday Express, June 8 – 14, 2014 p.2.) 

Last week the LCD accused ABC leader and 

Prime Minister Thomas Thabane of making 

‘unilateral governance decisions’. LCD had also 

announced that the party had asked the 

Christian Council of Lesotho (CCL) to mediate in 

the dispute. 

The LCD’s spokesperson, Selibe Mochoboroane 

told this paper that “We wanted the Christian 

Council of Lesotho to mediate over our 

problems but instead, the ABC wrote to us 

seeking a meeting for all the leaders of the 

three parties in government. It came as a brief 

letter asking that we meet as government and 

party leaders first, and we are going to have the 

meeting on Monday”. 

  @@@@@@@@
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“PM SUBMITS LETTER TO PROROGUE 

PARLIAMENT” by Majara Molupe (Full story: 

INFORMATIVE, 10 – 16 June, 2014, p.1.) 

The Prime Minister Motsoahae Thomas 

Thabane has submitted a letter to His Majesty 

King Letsie III for the prorogation of parliament 

for an indefinite period.  

According to the Press Secretary to the PM, 

Thabo Thakalekoala, the Prime Minister 

proposed for the prorogation of Parliament so 

that the differences amongst the coalition 

parties in government All Basotho Convention 

(ABC), Lesotho Congress for Democracy (LCD) 

and Basotho National Party (BNP) can be ironed 

out. 

@@@@@@@@  

 

“PM’s ALLEGED WRONGDOINGS AS CLAIMED 

BY THE LCD AT LAST WEEK’s PRESS 

CONFERENCE” (Full story: Sunday Express, June 

8 – 14, 2014 p.2.)   

 Transfer of Lesotho Highlands Water 

Project 

 Firing of finance Principal Secretary 

 Removal of Government Secretary  

 Attempt to prorogue parliament  

 Attorney General and Director of Public 

Prosecutions given letters for them to 

show cause why they cannot vacate 

office 

 DPM summoned the Commissioner of 

Police and other Lesotho Mounted 

Police Service officers two weeks ago to 

his office. The summon was not 

honoured. 

@@@@@@@@ 

“PM REASSURES POLICE ON SALARIES” by 

Keiso Mohloboli (Full story: Lesotho Times 

June 12 – 18 2014 p.7.) 

Prime Minister Thomas Thabane has 

reiterated his commitment to implement 

new salary structure for the Lesotho 

Mounted Police Service (LMPS).  

Dr. Thabane said government would 

increase the police pay and reinstate the 2% 

deducted from constables’ salaries previous 

month with immediate effect. 

Dr. Thabane stated that “I am aware of the 

confusion that has been brought about by 

this rank-structure and deduction, and 

would like to appeal to the police to be 

calm and commit to their everyday work 

because this issue is controversial and my 

office is taking it very seriously.” 

  @@@@@@@@ 

“EXPLOSIVE START TO PEACE TALKS … as 

LCD delegates refuse to back down over 

demands to end prorogation of 

parliament”. By Billy Ntaote. (Full Story: 

Lesotho Times July 24 – 30 2014 p.2. 

The coalition government began peace-

talks on a bitter note when the three ruling 

parties could not agree on a number of 

issues, top of which was the current nine-

month suspension of parliament.  

The National Executive Committee (NEC) 

meeting held at the State House was 

scheduled to discuss the proposed 

amendments to the original Coalition 

Agreement (CA) and the report prepared by 

New Zealand Member of Parliament (MP) 

Rajen Prasad. 
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The paper reports that ABC and BNP delegates 

“reacted angrily to the LCD’s suggestion that 

parliament should re-open in September and 

not 27 February 2015 when the prorogation is 

supposed to end”, and that both ABC and BNP 

further argued that parliament’s suspension 

was not the reason why the three parties fell-

out. 

  @@@@@@@@ 

“SCOTT’S LAWYER QUITS” by Lekhetho 

Ntsukunyane. (Full story: Public Eye July 25 – 

31, 2014, p.6.) 

Scott’s lawyer, advocate Shameer Goolabjith 

told the Durban Court that he was resigning 

from Scott’s case. 

The public prosecutor in the case, Mr. Blackie 

Swart said “we gathered from his chamber” 

that he (Goolabjith) quit because he was not 

paid the legal fees as promised by the client. 

Swart said one Advocate Mazebuko was 

eventually introduced before the court as 

Scott’s new lawyer. Mr Mazebuko was hence 

“presented by the extradition documents to 

study merits of his client’s deportation to 

Lesotho”.  

  @@@@@@@@ 

“SCOTT’S CASE CANNOT PROCEED, SAYS 

THETSANE” by Limpho Sello.  (Full story: 

Lesotho Times, August, 22 – 28, 2013 p.4.) 

Malehlohonolo’s son Lehlohonolo, escaped 

from Maseru Central Prison in October 2012. 

Both mother and son are accused of killing two 

people for alleged ritual purposes. 

Malehlohonolo was released on M500.00 bail 

after spending fifteen (15) months in remand 

prison.  

The Director of Public Prosecution (DPP), Leaba 

Thetsane said the murder trial of 

‘Malehlohonolo Scott cannot proceed since the 

main suspect is still at large. He told the media 

that the prosecution could not proceed with the 

case in the absence of the main accused as that 

would be detrimental to the crown’s case. 

  @@@@@@@@ 

“METSING JUSTIFIES PROTEST” by Bongiwe 

Zihlangu. (Full story: Lesotho Times, August, 28 

– September 3, 2013 p.9.) 

Deputy Prime Minister (DPM) Mothejoa 

Metsing will lead a “peaceful march” against 

the prorogation of parliament on Monday 1st 

September, 2014. He is hopeful that this would 

“finally drive the message home” to the Prime 

Minister (PM) Dr. Thomas Thabane. 

At the press conference held at LCD 

Headquarters in Maseru, Mr. Metsing urged 

Basotho to “join the match in your numbers” 

for the Prime Minister to see why the 

prorogation should be lifted. 

The LCD Leader states that Dr. Thabane failed to 

take steps to ensure that parliament’s 

prorogation was lifted by the agreed date as per 

the Windhoek. 
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D-DAY FOR LESOTHO .. as SADC leaders meet 

over political and security crises. By Bongiwe 

Zihlangu (Full story: Sunday Express September 

14 -20, 2014 p.2.) 

President Jacob Zuma invited regional leaders 

to an urgent meeting in Pretoria to discuss 

Lesotho’s political and security crises. In his 

capacity as the Chairperson of Southern African 

Development Community (SADC) organ on 

Politics, Security and Defence, President Zuma 

was to mediate in the dispute between the 

coalition government partners over the re-

opening of parliament. 

The coalition leaders were expected to have 

discussed the issue earlier and announced 

Parliament’s reopening date, as recommended 

by Mr. Zuma. In contrary, the parliament did 

not open on the scheduled date, due to issues 

that concerned the security in the country. 

Chief Maseribane stated that the government 

had no intention to open the Parliament “until 

certain conditions regarding security are met”. 

He further said “Issues concerning security are 

not negotiable at all. We need to thrash them 

out thoroughly before we can even consider 

opening Parliament”.  

  @@@@@@@@ 

 

LCD REMAINS FIRM ON REOPENING OF 

PARLIAMENT. By Bongiwe Zihlangu. (Full story: 

Sunday Express September 14 -20, 2014 p.2.) 

The LCD party Secretary General Tšeliso 

Mokhosi said the Lesotho Congress for  

 

Democracy will not succumb to the pressure 

from ABC and BNP, it reconsiders its stance that 

Parliament must reconvene on Friday 19th 

September, 2014 as recommended by SADC.  

After the three parties had been expected to 

announce the re-opening date, the ABC and 

BNP wrote a letter to the regional bloc insisting 

the country’s security issue had to be resolved 

first before the National Assembly could 

reconvene. 

The LCD denounced the letter, insisting the 

party would stand firm on the agreement 

brokered by SADC in Pretoria. “Our position is 

firm; Parliament should open on 19 September 

and there’s no turning back.  We will not 

compromise on that one at all” said Mar 

Mokhosi, who is also the Minister of Energy, 

Meteorology and Water Affairs”. 

  @@@@@@@@ 

 “DC PLANS MASS DEMO” by Lekhetho 

Ntsukunyane. (Full story: Sunday Express 

September 14 -20, 2014 p.4.) 

Democratic Congress (DC) – the main 

opposition party, is planning to hold a 

“massive” demonstration if Prime Minister 

Thomas Thabane reneges on his promise to re-

open Parliament on 19 September, 2014. The 

party spokesman Mr. Serialong Qoo, said “It is 

true that we would want to stage a massive 

demonstration on 24 September. However the 

protest will only take place if Ntate Thabane 

maintains that he will not open Parliament on 

19 September in line with the declaration he, 

and his fellow government leaders, signed in 

Pretoria on 1 September, 2014” 
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